
 

 
 

NARRATIVE ANALYSIS OF THE GODFATHER 

(COPPOLA 1972) IN THE LIGHT OF TZVETAN 

TODOROV’S THEORY OF EQUILIBRIUM 

 
A Thesis Presented as a Partial Fulfillment for the Requirements for the 

Degree of Sarjana Sastra in the English Study Program 

 

 

By 

 

18.J1.0040 

 
ENGLISH STUDY PROGRAM 

FACULTY OF LANGUAGE AND ARTS 

SOEGIJAPRANATA CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY 

 

SEMARANG 

2022 

Rina Mega Zerlina 



ii  

NARRATIVE ANALYSIS OF THE GODFATHER (COPPOLA 

1972) IN THE LIGHT OF TZVETAN TODOROV’S THEORY 

OF EQUILIBRIUM 

 
A Thesis Presented as a Partial Fulfillment for the Requirements for the 

Degree of Sarjana Sastra in the English Study Program 

 

 

By 

 

Rina Mega Zerlina 

18.J1.0040 

 
ENGLISH STUDY PROGRAM 

FACULTY OF LANGUAGE AND ARTS 

SOEGIJAPRANATA CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY 

 

SEMARANG 

 

2022 



ii  

HALAMAN PERNYATAAN ORISINALITAS 

 

 

 

 

Yang bertanda tangan di bawah ini: 

 

Nama : Rina Mega Zerlina 

 

NIM : 18.J1.0040 

 

Progdi / Konsentrasi : Sastra Inggris 

Fakutas : Bahasa dan Seni 

Dengan ini menyatakan bahwa Laporan Tugas Akhir dengan judul “Narrative Analysis of 

the Godfather (1972) in the Light of Tzvetan Todorov’s Theory of Equilibrium” tersebut 

bebas plagiasi. Akan tetapi bila terbukti melakukan plagiasi maka bersedia menerima 

sanksi sesuai dengan ketentuan yang berlaku. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Semarang, 26 Juli 2022 

Yang menyatakan, 

 

 
Rina Mega Zerlina 



 

 

 

HALAMAN PENGESAHAN 
 

 

 

Judul Tugas Akhir: : Narrative Analysis of Godfather (Coppola 1972) In The Light of Tzvetan 

 
Todorov's Theory of Equilibrium 

 
Diajukan oleh : Rina Mega Zerlina 

 
NIM : 18.J1.0040 

 
Tanggal disetujui : 18 Juli 2022 

Telah setujui oleh 

Pembimbing 1 : G. M. Adhyanggono S.S., M.A., PhD 

 
Pembimbing 2 : Angelika Riyandari S.S., M.A.,Ph.D 

 
Penguji 1 : Dr. Heny Hartono S.S. M.Pd. 

 
Penguji 2 : Angelika Riyandari S.S., M.A.,Ph.D 

 
Penguji 3 : G. M. Adhyanggono S.S., M.A., PhD 

Ketua Program Studi : Emilia Ninik Aydawati S.P., M.Hum. 

Dekan : B Retang Wohangara S.S., M.Hum. 

 

 

 
 

Halaman ini merupakan halaman yang sah dan dapat diverifikasi melalui alamat di bawah ini.  
 

sintak.unika.ac.id/skripsi/verifikasi/?id=18.J1.0040 



 

A THESIS APPROVAL 

 

 

 

 

NARRATIVE ANALYSIS OF THE GODFATHER (COPPOLA 1972) IN THE 

LIGHT OF TZVETAN TODOROV’S THEORY OF EQUILIBRIUM 

 

 

 
By 

 

Rina Mega Zerlina 

18.J1.0040 

 

 

 

Approved by, 

 

 

 

 

GM. Adhyanggono, MA, Ph.D. Date 
 

Major sponsor Semarang, June 13, 2022 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Angelika Riyandari, S.S, MA, Ph.D. Date  

Co-sponsor Semarang, July 11, 2022 



 

 

A thesis defended in front of the Board of Examiners on 

July 18, 2022 

and is declared acceptable 

 

 

 

 

BOARD OF EXAMINERS 

 

 

 

 

First Examiner : Dr. Heny Hartono, S.S., M.Pd. 

Second Examiner : Angelika Riyandari, S.S, MA., Ph.D. 

Third Examiner : GM. Adhyanggono, MA., Ph.D 

 

 
Semarang, July 18. 2022 

 
Faculty of Language and Arts 

Dean, 

 

 

 
 

B. Retang Wohangara, S.S, M.Hum 
 

NPP. 058.1.1999.230 



 

 

 
 

HALAMAN PERNYATAAN PUBLIKASI KARYA ILMIAH 

UNTUK KEPENTINGAN AKADEMIS 

 
 

Yang bertanda tangan di bawah ini: 

Nama : Rina Mega Zerlina 

NIM : 18.J1.0040 

Program Studi : Sastra Inggris 

Fakultas : Bahasa dan Seni 

Jenis Karya : Skripsi 

Menyetujui untuk memberikan kepada Universitas Katolik Soegijapranata Semarang 

Hak Bebas Royalti Noneksklusif atas karya ilmiah yang berjudul “Narrative 

Analysis of the Godfather (1972) in the Light of Tzvetan Todorov’s Theory of 

Equilibrium” beserta perangkat yang ada (jika diperlukan). Dengan Hak Bebas 

Royalti Noneksklusif ini, Universitas Katolik Soegijapranata Semarang berhak untuk 

menyimpan, mengalihkan media/formatkan, mengelola dalam bentuk pangkalan data 

(database), merawat, dan mempublikasikan tugas akhir ini selama tetap 

mencantumkan nama saya sebagai penulis/pencipta dan sebagai pemilik Hak Cipta. 

 

Demikian pernyataan ini saya buat dengan sebenarnya  

Semarang, 26 Juli 2022 

Yang menyatakan, 

 

 
Rina Mega Zerlina 



 

 

 
 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

 

The writer would like to thank God for His grace and blessing, the writer was able 

to complete the final project entitled "Narrative Analysis of the Godfather 

(Copppola 1972) in the Light of Tzvetan Todorov's Theory Equilibrium". The 

research and writing process of this final project was completed because of the 

guidance and support from various parties. Therefore, the author would like to 

thank: 

1. The Almighty God for all His graces and gifts who have given all the 

strength, happiness and health to the author during the research to the 

preparation of the thesis report. 

2. B. Retang Wohangara, S.S, M.Hum., as the Dean of Faculty Language and 

Arts, English Study Program, Soegijapranata Catholic University, which has 

given the author the opportunity to carry out this research. 

3. GM. Adhyanggono, MA, Ph.D. and Angelika Riyandari, S.S, MA, Ph.D., as 

the major sponsor and co-sponsor, have taken the time to guide and direct 

the author during conducting research and writing reports so that this thesis 

can be done properly. 

4. All staff and employees from the Faculty of Language and Arts, who have 

helped the author during the research and writing process as well as in the 

administrative process. 



  

 

 
 

5. The author's parents and siblings who always provide encouragement, 

material and spiritual support during the research and writing of the thesis 

report. 

6. All her fellow Faculty of Language and Arts friends from batch 2018 who 

have been struggling together since day 1, especially Agnes, Arnetta, Stevy, 

and Via for their caring, togetherness, and memories throughout the college 

year. 

7. All parties that the author cannot mention one by one who always provide 

support and encouragement to the author so that this thesis report can be 

completed properly.  

Semarang, July 14th 2022 

 

The Writer, 

 

Rina Mega Zerlina 

 

18.J1.0040 



  

 

 
 

TABLES OF CONTENT 

 

    PAGE OF TITLE                   i 

 
PAGE OF WORK’S ORIGINALITY ................................................................................................... ii 

A THESIS APPROVAL ....................................................................................................................... iii 

BOARD OF EXAMINERS ................................................................................................................... iv 

PAGE OF PUBLICATION ................................................................................................................... v 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT .................................................................................................................... vi 

LIST OF FIGURES ............................................................................................................................... x 

ABSTRACT ......................................................................................................................................... 12 

ABSTRAK ........................................................................................................................................... 13 

CHAPTER 1 INTRODUCTION ........................................................................................................... 1 

1.2. Field of the Study ......................................................................................................................... 3 

1.3. Scope of the Study........................................................................................................................ 3 

1.4. Research Questions ...................................................................................................................... 4 

1.5. Objectives of the Study................................................................................................................. 4 

1.6. Significance of the Study .............................................................................................................. 4 

1.7. Definition of Term........................................................................................................................ 5 

CHAPTER 2 REVIEW OF LITERATURE ......................................................................................... 7 

2.2. Tzvetan Todorov’s Theory of Equilibrium .................................................................................... 9 

2.3. Family Values ............................................................................................................................ 10 

2.4. Italian-American Family ............................................................................................................. 12 

2.5. The Portrayal of Character .......................................................................................................... 14 

CHAPTER 3 METHOD OF DATA ANALYSIS ................................................................................ 17 

3.1. Research Design ......................................................................................................................... 17 

3.2. Method of Data Collection .......................................................................................................... 17 

3.2.2. Procedure ............................................................................................................................... 18 

3.2.3. Method of Data Analysis ........................................................................................................ 18 

CHAPTER 4 DATA ANALYSIS ......................................................................................................... 20 

4.1. Plot Progression ........................................................................................................................ 20 

4.1.1. Equilibrium ............................................................................................................................ 20 

4.1.2. Disruption .............................................................................................................................. 23 



  

4.1.3. Recognition of Disruption ....................................................................................................... 24 

4.1.4. Attempt to Repair ................................................................................................................... 27 

4.1.5. Reinstatement of Equilibrium ................................................................................................. 28 

4.2. The Portrayal of Michael Corleone .......................................................................................... 29 

4.2.1. From Being A Weak Man To Becoming A Stronger One ........................................................ 30 

4.2.2. From Being An Ignorant Man To An Knowledgeable One ...................................................... 32 

4.2.3. Being A Devoted And Calm Individual ................................................................................... 33 

4.2.4. Being Flexible And Cunning .................................................................................................. 35 

4.2.5. Becoming More Intimidating and Dominant ........................................................................... 36 

4.3. Family Values ........................................................................................................................... 37 

4.3.1. Tradition and Culture .............................................................................................................. 38 

4.3.2. The Dignity of Family ............................................................................................................ 39 

4.3.3. Support................................................................................................................................... 39 

4.3.4. Responsibility......................................................................................................................... 40 

4.3.5. Trust....................................................................................................................................... 40 

4.4. Tightening the Three Analytical Dimensions ........................................................................... 41 

CHAPTER 5 CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTIONS ........................................................................ 43 

5.2. Suggestions ................................................................................................................................ 45 

BIBLIOGRAPHY ................................................................................................................................ 46 



  

 

 

LIST OF FIGURES 

 

Figure 4. 1. Bonasera And Vito’s Meeting In 00:01:35 Until Connie’s Wedding In 

00:22:38 20 

Figure 4. 2. Sollozo Meets Vito In 00:37:00 And Vito Refuses Sollozo’s Request In 

00:38:26 22 

Figure 4. 3. Michael Convinces Vito That He's Going To Be Fine (Tonal 

 

Montage) 23 

 

Figure 4. 4. Vito Is Listening To Him (Tonal Montage) 23 

 

Figure 4. 5. Vito Orders Braci To Spy On Tattaglia In 00:39:55 Until Sonny Is 

 

Killed In 01:57:00 24 

 

Figure 4. 6. The Negotiation Between Five Families In 02:07:00 Until All Five 

Families Are Killed By Michael In 02:41:00 26 

Figure 4. 7. Michael Confronts Carlo In 02:45:00 And Michael Becomes The 

 

“Real” Don In 02:52:49 27 

 

Figure 4. 8. Michael Corleone and Kay Adams 28 

 

Figure 4. 9. The Powerful Michael 28 

 

Figure 4. 10. Michael And Kay Are Happy To Prepare Their Christmas Present 30 

 

Figure 4. 11. Michael volunteered himself to kill Sollozo and McCluskey 30 

 

Figure 4. 12. Michael Is Being A Devoted Son 32 

 

Figure 4. 13. Vito Is Laying In A Bed And Crying 32 

 

Figure 4. 14. Michael Tried To Stay Calm 33 

 

Figure 4. 15. Michael Killed Mccluskey 33 



  

 

 
 

Figure 4. 16. Michael Attended Connie's Baby Baptism 34 

Figure 4. 17. Clemenza Aggressively Entered A Spa Where There Is Moe Greene 

(Metric Montage) 34 

Figure 4. 18. Apollonia’s Assassination Attempt 35 

Figure 4. 19. Clemeenza Kissed Michael's Hand 35 



xiii  

ABSTRACT 

The primary aim of this research is to prove that narratively the Godfather articulates 

the idea that family should take precedence over anything else. This research 

examines narrative analysis of the Godfather film. Using Tzvetan Todorov’s theory 

of equilibrium as a framework, the research analyzes its plot, main character (Michel 

Corleone), and family values. Socio analysis is required to analyze this research. 

Also, the research uses qualitative methods. All the data were obtained from the 

dialogue spoken among characters. The major finding presents that the Godfather 

narratively speaks about the idea that the family is everything. Narratively, the 

research shows that the plot consists of five stages: equilibrium, disruption, 

recognition of disruption, attempt to repair, and reinstatement of the equilibrium. 

Also, for some additional cinematography, the Godfather embodies tonal and metric 

montages to emphasize the emotion from different shots and to create a suspenseful 

atmosphere. The Godfather’s main character, Michael Corleone, develops the anti- 

hero trait from a weak man to the dominant and more intimidating one. The family 

values that are projected in the Godfather consist of tradition and culture, the dignity 

of family, support, responsibility, and trust. 
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ABSTRAK 

Tujuan dari penelitian ini adalah untuk membuktikan secara naratif mengenai film the 

Godfather mengandung makna keluarga merupakan hal yang utama. Peneliti 

mengkaji jalan cerita atau plot, penggambaran karakter dari tokoh utama (Michael 

Corleone), dan nilai-nilai keluarga dalam kerangka teori equilibrium oleh Tzvetan 

Todorov. Selain itu juga diperlukan analisis sosio dalam penelitian ini. Metode yang 

digunakan dalam penelitian ini adalah metode kualitatif. Semua data diperoleh dari 

aspek naratif dan sinematik yang digunakan dalam the Godfather. Temuan utama 

menunjukkan bahwa film the Godfather secara naratif dan sinematik memuat inti 

cerita bahwa keluarga adalah hal utama. Secara naratif, penelitian menunjukkan 

bahwa alur cerita terdiri dari lima tahap: keseimbangan (equilibrium), gangguan 

(disruption), pengenalan gangguan (recognition of disruption), upaya perbaikan 

(attempt to repair), dan pemulihan keseimbangan (reinstatement of the equilibrium). 

Juga, terdapat beberapa tambahan sentuhan sinematografis, yaitu the Godfather 

melibatkan tonal dan metric montage untuk menekankan emosi dari berbagai 

cuplikan yang berbeda dan untuk menciptakan suasana yang menegangkan. Tokoh 

utama the Godfather, Michael Corleone, memperlihatkan perkembangan sifat anti- 

pahlawan dari tokoh orang asing di keluarga yang tidak berpengalaman dan tidak 

punya andil kuat dalam menjalankan bisnis keluarga hingga menjadi orang yang 

dominan dan mengintimidasi. Nilai-nilai keluarga yang terdapat dalam film the 

Godfather adalah tradisi dan budaya, kehormatan keluarga, dukungan keluarga, 

tanggung jawab, dan kepercayaan. 
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