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ABSTRACT 

 

This research aims to find out whether  the main character of the film The Hunger 

Games, Katniss Everdeen, is following the American, Ralph Waldo Emerson’s 

philosophy of self-reliance or not. Using an American Studies approach, the 

condition of the American capitalist society, which becomes the setting of the film 

and the historical background of how Americans are characterized by their spirit 

of individualism becomes the supporting points for Katniss Everdeen in having 

Emerson’s self-reliance.  Through a qualitative analysis, it is found that Kaniss 

Everdeen experiences  the characteristics  of Emerson’s self-reliance, which they 

are: (1) by following her individual will instead of conforming to social 

expectations, she can (2) develop her own culture of individual needs rather than 

on society needs. Then, in order that she can continue to be true to her own will, 

she has to 3) uphold her own honesty in relationship with others, by 4) following 

her own voice rather than to an intermediate.  

  

Key words: Emerson, Self-reliance, The Hunger Games, Katniss Everdeen 
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ABSTRAK 

 

Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk menemukan apakah pemeran utama The Hunger 

Games, Katniss Everdeen, mencermikan Self-Reliance filosofi dari Ralph Waldo 

Emerson atau tidak. Penulis menggunakan pendekatan American Studies, kondisi 

masyarakat kapitalis Amerika, yang mana menjadi latar dari film tersebut dan 

latar belakang sejarah bagaimana semangat individual masyarakat Amerika 

terbentuk menjadi bukti pendukung Katniss Everdeen memiliki sifat Self-reliance 

dari Emerson. Melalui analisa kualitatif, ditemukan bahwa Katniss Everdeen 

memiliki sifat Self-Reliance dari Emerson, diantaranya: 1) mengikuti kemauan 

pribadi daripada lingkunag sosial, 2) mengembangkan budaya sendiri untuk 

kebutuhan pribadi dari pada social. Kemudian untuk mempertahakan agar Katniss 

tetap jujur kepada diri sendiri dia harus 3) menjalin kerjasama yang jujur dengan 

orang lain dengan cara 4) mengikuti suara hati sendiri daripada orang lain. 

   

Kata Kunci: Emerson, Self-reliance, The Hunger Games, Katniss Everdeen 

 

 

 


