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Plot Summary 

 

The Second World War has just begun and four children, Peter, Susan, Edmund and 
Lucy Pevensie, are evacuated from London in 1940 to escape the Blitz. They are sent to live 
with Professor Digory Kirke, who lives in a country house in the English countryside with his 
housekeeper, Mrs MacReady, as well as three servants called Ivy, Margaret, and Betty. 

One rainy day shortly after the children arrive, they decide to play hide-and-seek. 
Lucy, the youngest of the children, is curious about the wardrobe in an empty room, but 
discovers that the door to it is a portal to a snow-covered forest with a gaslight post in the 
centre. There she meets a faun, who introduces himself as Tumnus and invites her home for 
tea. He tells her that the land is called Narnia and it is ruled by the ruthless White Witch, who 
ensures that it is always Winter but never Christmas. 

Lucy returns through the wardrobe, having spent hours in Narnia, only to find that just 
a few seconds have passed in England. She is unable to convince the other children about her 
adventure, as the wardrobe is now just a wardrobe. Edmund, the next youngest of the four 
siblings, is particularly spiteful towards Lucy. Several weeks later, having forgotten about 
Narnia, Lucy and Edmund hide in the wardrobe while hiding from the housekeeper. He fails 
to catch up with Lucy, and is approached by an extremely pale lady on a sledge pulled by a 
white reindeer, who introduces herself as the Queen of Narnia, and provides him with some 
magical Turkish delight. She promises to make him a Prince and eventually King of Narnia, 
and persuades him to bring the other children to her house. 

Lucy and Edmund meet in the woods and return together through the wardrobe. 
During their conversation, Lucy mentions the White Witch and Edmund realizes that she is 
none other than the lady who has befriended him. When they arrive back in England, Edmund 
lies to Peter and Susan, claiming that he and Lucy were just playing and that the wardrobe is 
no more than an ordinary one, leaving Lucy very upset. 

A few days later, all four children hide in the wardrobe to avoid Mrs MacReady (who 
was showing some visitors around the house) and find themselves in Narnia. Lucy guides 
them to Tumnus's cave, only to discover that Tumnus has been captured just as the White 
Witch had threatened and his cave ransacked by Maugrim, chief of the White Witch's secret 
police. The children are sheltered by a pair of talking beavers named Mr Beaver and Mrs 
Beaver, who recount an ancient prophecy that when two Sons of Adam and two Daughters of 
Eve fill the four thrones at Cair Paravel, the witch's power will fail. The beavers tell of the 
true king of Narnia — a great lion called Aslan — who has been absent for many years, but is 
now "On the move again." 

Edmund, still in the thrall of the witch, runs off to the White Witch's castle and the 
others do not notice his departure until it is too late to recall him. Realising that they have 
been betrayed, the others set off to find Aslan. When Edmund reaches the White Witch, she 
treats him harshly and, taking him with her, sets off to catch the other children. However, her 
power is failing and a thaw strands her sleigh. The other children reach Aslan, and a penitent 
Edmund is rescued just as the witch is about to kill him. Calling for a truce, the witch 
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demands that Edmund be returned to her, as an ancient law gives her possession of all traitors. 
Aslan, acknowledging the law, offers himself in Edmund's place and the witch accepts. 

Aslan is sacrificed by the witch, but comes back to life due to the "Deeper magic", 
which holds that when someone who has committed no treachery willingly sacrifices himself 
for a traitor, death is reversed, and the martyr returns to life. During a final battle, the witch is 
defeated and killed by Aslan. The children become kings and queens, and spend 15 years in 
Narnia, growing to maturity, before returning to our world, where they find themselves 
children again, only a short time after they originally left. They could hear Mrs MacReady 
still talking to the visitors in the passageway, meaning that their years in Narnia had taken up 
no more than a few minutes of time back on this side of the door. 

They explained their adventure to the professor, who believed them straight away and 
told them that they would definitely get back into Narnia one day, though never again through 
the wardrobe 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Lion,_the_Witch_and_the_Wardrobe 
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