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Abstract. The Batak people adhere to a patrilineal family system, where kinship is traced through
the paternal line. This patrilineal lineage significantly influences Batak customs regarding the
distribution of inheritance. The status of a child without a surname has consequences for
inheritance, so the inheritance process for descendants without a surname can cause problems later
on. The purpose of this research is to determine the status of a child without a surname according
to Batak customary law and the legal consequences for a child without a surname as an heir. The
approach used in this paper is normative-empirical research (applied law research). Based on the
research results, it was concluded that several factors contribute to a child being born without a
surname: the parents’ marriage is contrary to Batak customs. Children can also lose their surname
or be born without a surname due to the withdrawal or removal of the surname by traditional
elders/community members due to actions deemed humiliating, threatening, or
provocative/inciting conflict. Furthermore, Supreme Court Decision Number 1537 K/Pdt/2012
in its decision, even though the child does not have a surname, as long as it can be proven that the

child is the biological child of the deceased parent (heir), then the child has the right to appear as



