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SYNOPSIS 

 

Novel Hard Times is divided into “b ooks” entitled sowing, reaping and 

garnering. The story begins with a short introduction. Inside a classroom, Mr.Gradgrind 

as the speaker repeats the exclamation “now, what I want is, facts”, at his school in 

Coketown. He presents the argument that the formation of child’s mind must be rooted 

in the study of fact. All of children are focused on him, beside the speaker there is also 

the schoolmaster and the third grown person who stand before the pupils. 

Book 1. 

He teaches a school of hard facts in the industrial city of Coketown. He 

happened to see his children, Louisa and Tom, peering into a circus in direct opposition 

to his views on things of fancy. Josiah Bounderby, a man perfectly devoid of sentiment, 

is revealed as being Gradgrind’s closest friend. Bou nderby is a manufacturer and mill 

owner who is very wealthy as a result of his factories and capital. Bouderby is what one 

might call’ a self -made man  who has risen from the ditch. 

Mr.Gradgrind and Bounderby, visit the public house where Sissy Jupe 

 (the daughter of one of the circus folk from Sleary’s traveling circus) stays, to inform 

her that she cannot attend the school anymore because she will bring a bad influence. 

She meets the two collaborators, informing them her father has abandoned her not out 

of hate, but out of desire for Sissy to lead a better life without him. And Gradgrind agree 

to take her in the hope of reforming her on the condition that she never mention her 

former life. 



Back at the Gradgrind house, Tom and Louisa are sat down discussing their 

feelings, however repressed they seem to be. Tom, already at this present stage of 

education finds himself in a dissatisfaction, and Louisa also express her discontent at the 

childhood. Tom, Louisa, and Sissy finish school. Tom is apprenticed to bouderby. Mr. 

Gradgrind  arrange the marriage of his daughter Louisa to Josiah Bouderby and she 

reluctantly agree to marry him in the hope of helping Tom. Sissy remains with 

Mrs.Gradgrind to help raise three younger children because her test result is 

unsatisfactory. 

We are introduced to the workers at the mills, knows as the a ‘hands’ and 

amongst these is  a man named Stephen Blackpool or old Stephen who has led a 

heaviest and laborious life. In the hardest working part of Coketown, Stephen 

Blackpool, a power loom weaver in Bounderby’s mill marries to a drunk woman and 

ask Bouderby how he can get out of the marriage and to marry Rachel, his old friend, 

another worker at the mill. In the next day, Stephen determines to make to Bounderby to 

try and solve by tell him that he marries “for better or worse “ and without money can 

not be released from the marriage. 

A proposal of marriage is made to Louisa by Josiah Bounderby, who is some 30 

years her senior. Gradgrind uses statistics to prove an unhappy or short marriage. Louisa 

accepts this offer, although she does not love him. 

 

 

 



Book 2. 

Book two opens with attention focused on Bouderby’s new bank in Coketown. 

After his visit to Bouderby, Stephen Blackpool meets an old woman (Mrs. Pegler) in the 

street who tells him that she comes to Coketown every year with the hope of a chance 

sighting of Bouderby. And the latter Mrs. Sparsit, Bouderby’s housekeeper captured 

Mrs. Pegler and brings her to Bounderby’s house where she is revealed to be 

Bouderby’s loving mother, dispro ving Bouderby’s story of being a self made man, 

abandons as a child.  

On a sunny midsummer day, James Harthouse, with a letter of introduction from 

Gradgrind, now a member of parliaments meets Bouderby and becomes a frequent 

visitor in the households. Harthouse has hopes of going to parliament. Harthouse feels 

in love with Loiusa and tries to lure her away from her unhappy marriage to Bounderby. 

Time go on in Coketown. Stephen Blackpool refuses to unionize with workers 

of the mill and was ostracized and later fired from his job. Tom has taken to gambling 

and has fallen heavenly into debt. Louisa and Tom visited stephen and Louisa sympathy 

offers money to help him relocate. Tom took Stephen aside and asks him to loiter a 

round the bank in the evening before he leaves town to the pretense of offering works. 

The next morning is to bright for sleep. Everything  is not clear, the bank robbed and 

Blackpool, seen loitering about the bank in the days before the robbery, the suspect. 

 



Book 3 

The thunder is rolling into the distance, and the rain is pouring down like a 

deluge. Louisa flied to her father and reveals the unhappiness she has feld since 

childhood. He softness as he realized the mistakes he makes in her education. Louisa 

stays with him, cares for his Sissy. 

Mrs. Sparsit arrives at Bouderby’s house and reveals to him the news her surveillance 

has brought. Mrs. Bounderby journeys to stone lodge where Louisa is resting. 

Her father becomes aware of the nonsense of his own scheme and he protects his 

daughter from her husband. Finally Bounderby finishes by offering the ultimatum to 

Louisa of returning to Bounderby, by 12 clock the next morning and Bounderby 

abandons. 

Hatrhouse leaves Coketown. Meanwhile, Mr. Gradgrind and Louisa see 

suspicious that Tom may have committed the bank robbery. Stephen Blackpool who has 

been absent from Coketown, try to find mill work in another town. The next day, Rachel 

sends a work to Blackpool, expects him to comeback to clear his name on walking back 

to Coketown, he falls down on the old pit, completing his terminal bad luck in life. 

Rachel finds him, and after speaking to Rachel for the last time, he dies. Finally Tom 

confess that the robbery has the only solution to his dilemma, because he only has a 

little money and Sissy makes a plan for rescue and escape him and sends Tom off to the 

circus that she used to be a part of namely, Mr.Sleary’s. the final chapter of the book 

explains the fates of the characters. Mrs. Sparsit returns to live with her aunt, lady 

Scadgers, acrimony towards each other, while Bounderby dies of  a fit in a street one 



way. Tom dies in the Americans. Louisa herself grows to be old and never remarries. 

Mr. Gradgrind abolishes his principle “fact”. Rachel, continues to labor, and still 

exercises her work ethic and honesty always.  
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