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ABSTRACT 

Sexual violence is still a serious problem for many people, especially women. This 

thesis discusses the struggles and challenges made and faced by Marin in the novel 

Rules for Being a Girl as a sexual violence victim by her teacher, Mr. Beckett, in 

fighting sexual violence in her school. The researcher uses the theory of gender-based 

violence, related to gender inequality and sexual violence, to analyze and interpret the 

various events that Marin faced in her efforts to speak up and fight against Mr. Bex. 

The results of this research show that Marin made three efforts to speak up about the 

sexual violence cases that occurred. These efforts include reporting to school officials, 

writing essays in the school newspaper, and creating a feminist book club. This analysis 

also shows that the existence of power differences between victims and perpetrators, 

the absence of concrete evidence of violence, and the lack of support from others are 

challenges that Marin must face in her efforts to fight sexual violence. Marin's 

resistance aims to motivate and provide support for victims of sexual violence, 

especially women, to have the courage to testify about the cases they have experienced 

so that the perpetrators can receive sanctions and the victims receive justice. Marin's 

struggles against sexual violence at her school are similar to the feminists’ struggles 

against gender-based violence against women. It shows that fighting sexual violence 

does not have to wait for a bigger movement, but it starts with individual efforts. 
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	ABSTRACT
	Sexual violence is still a serious problem for many people, especially women. This thesis discusses the struggles and challenges made and faced by Marin in the novel Rules for Being a Girl as a sexual violence victim by her teacher, Mr. Beckett, in fi...
	ABSTRAK
	Kekerasan seksual masih menjadi masalah serius bagi banyak orang, khususnya para perempuan. Skripsi ini membahas tentang usaha dan tantangan yang dilakukan dan dihadapi Marin dalam novel Rules for Being a Girl selaku korban kekerasan seksual oleh guru...
	CHAPTER 1 (1)
	INTRODUCTION
	1.1 Background of the Study

	Rules for Being a Girl is a novel by Bushnell and Cotugno (2020). This novel is riveting because it talks about the struggles of a young girl, Marin, who tries to speak up after being abused by her teacher. Marin is experiencing sexual violence when h...
	Analyzing Marin’s struggles against sexual violence in the Rules for Being a Girl novel is important. Fighting against sexual violence is not an easy task to do, especially when a woman is a victim. Gender-based violence is categorized as a feminist...
	This understanding makes women unable to act and behave freely and gives the idea that women should be submissive to men. For example, in social class, women are categorized as the second group which is only considered a supporter. Meanwhile, men ar...
	In Rules for Being a Girl novel, sexual violence is experienced by Marin. She is sexually violated by her male teacher, Mr. Bex, but she cannot do anything to avoid it. She is also not supported by her friends, who do not believe her because she is ...
	Other scholars have researched similar topics related to gender inequality and sexual violence. The first research was conducted by Christianita (2018) with the title Analysis of Sexual Objectifications in Lan Fang's Potion and Paper Cranes. She inv...
	Another research was conducted by Mtenje (2021) entitled “Putting Her in Her Place!” Gender and Sexual Violence in Sefi Atta’s Everything Good Will Come and Lola Shoneyin’s The Secret Lives of Baba Segi’s Wives. In this book, the author discusses th...
	In her novel, Atta describes how people evaluate women. The standard by which women can be said to be good women is seen in their style of dress, behavior, and way of speaking. There are certain limitations for women when it comes to speaking. Women...
	Other scholars have not used Rules for Being a Girl novel. Previous research on a similar topic used the books entitled Potion and Paper Cranes by Lan Fang (Christianita, 2018) and “Putting Her in Her Place!” Gender and Sexual Violence in Sefi Atta’...
	In this study, the researcher identified Marin's struggles as an ordinary high school girl who tries to fight against sexual violence in her school and the challenges of fighting against sexual violence in her school. While trying to get justice, Ma...
	1.2 Field of the Study

	The field of the study is literature, especially novels.
	1.3 Scope of the Study

	This research focused on Marin’s struggles to fight against sexual violence in her school and the challenges of fighting against sexual violence in the Rules for Being a Girl novel.
	1.4 Research Questions

	The research questions are
	1. What are Marin’s struggles to fight against sexual violence in her school?
	2. What are Marin’s challenges in fighting against sexual violence in her school?
	1.5 Objectives of the Study

	The objectives of the study are
	1. To discover the struggles Marin makes against sexual violence in her school.
	2. To discover the challenges that an ordinary high school girl encounters with sexual violence in her school.
	1.6 Significance of the Study

	The researcher aims to offer a more thorough comprehension of the challenges faced by women in the fight against sexual violence, as portrayed by Marin's character in the novel Rules for Being a Girl. An overview of the ways that literature, particula...
	1.7 Definition of Terms

	1. Struggle
	A person's attempts to be able to get over the challenges that come their way are called struggles. Achieving aspirations requires a lot of hard work and perseverance. One can use strength, science, or even both to do hard work (Wirda & Purnarno, 2019).
	2. Challenge
	Challenges are obstacles one must overcome to accomplish a goal. Commonly, challenges can trigger someone to take steps to achieve their goals (Southwick et al., 2014). However, challenges can also arise when someone undertakes an activity or effort t...
	3. Sexual Violence
	Sexual violence is any act of humiliating, insulting, harassing, or attacking a person's body due to differences in power or gender, which can result in psychological and physical suffering for the victim. Sexual violence refers to comments, gestures,...
	CHAPTER 2 (1)
	REVIEW OF LITERATURE
	2.1 Gender Inequality towards Women
	Gender is a general term that usually refers to the roles, behaviors, and activities considered appropriate by certain societies for men and women (Rudman & Glick, 2021). Stereotypically, women and men have different roles and responsibilities that ...
	In reality, women have experienced discrimination since childhood in almost all fields. For example, in an underprivileged family, the first child to sacrifice their education is a woman because society believes that after a woman grows up, her job ...
	Gender inequality is the unequal treatment of a person based on gender, which usually occurs between men and women (Wani & Dastidar, 2018). Related to this understanding, gender inequality does not occur because of biological factors but because of ...
	a. Subordination
	Subordination is when one gender is considered more important than the other. Subordination shows that men have a higher position than women, making everything related to men more important. For example, education and occupation (Ridwan & Susanti, 201...
	b. Stereotype
	A stereotype is a specific assessment of gender. Stereotypes are judgments that are widely offered to a group or individual about something (Marx & Ko, 2019). One example of gender stereotypes is in the advertising world. Women are depicted as depende...
	c. Gender Violence
	Gender violence is violence experienced by someone based on gender. It can also be defined as violence against women and girls shaped by social norms about gender and power that can support or prevent violence. Examples of gender violence can be seen ...
	2.2 Gender-Based Violence
	Gender-based violence is violence that occurs against someone based on gender. The violence usually involves two parties, men and women, where men commonly have the role of perpetrators and women are victims. This violence also includes threats of c...
	Gender-based violence can also be defined as actions that have a negative physical, sexual, or psychological impact on victims, especially women. The physical impact experienced by victims of sexual violence included bleeding, and the most severe wa...
	Related to this understanding, sexual violence cases fall into the category of gender-based violence. Sexual violence is a problem that is usually faced by women and can be categorized as gender violence. According to Hand and Sanchez, women experie...
	2.2.1 Sexual Assault and Sexual Harassment
	Sexual violence is when someone sexually touches another person without that person's consent. Most victims of sexual violence are women (Hadi, 2017). Furthermore, he mentions two factors that cause women to become victims of sexual violence. The fi...
	a. Sexual Assault
	Sexual assault can be defined as the explicit or implicit use of sexual tones, including promises of unwanted and inappropriate rewards in exchange for sexual acts committed. This touch can be interpreted as coercion to perform sexual acts that the ...
	b. Sexual Harassment
	Any act that causes psychological or physical distress to a person by degrading, insulting, harassing, or harming their body because of power or gender disparities is known as sexual harassment. Shortly, sexual harassment refers to sexual acts that ...
	In conclusion, there is a difference between sexual assault and sexual harassment. Sexual assault can be defined as the explicit or implicit use of sexual tones and coercion to perform sexual acts that the person does not want, such as verbal or phy...
	2.2.2 Feminists Fight Against Sexual Violence
	Feminist movements against sexual violence are defined as efforts made by women to overcome sexual violence. This effort has been underway since the 1970s in the United States (Hall, 2015). Women work together to speak up about cases of gender-based...
	In addition, feminists also build grassroots community support to increase women's security (Hall, 2015). This community was formed with the aim of helping women who experience gender-based violence receive support to speak up about what they have e...
	Another movement that feminists have made to fight sexual violence is to speak up about the cases of violence experienced by women through writing in a book. One of the books that discusses women is a novel entitled Bad Feminist, written by Roxane G...
	Her book discusses that it is better to be an imperfect feminist than not to be a feminist at all. The reason is that feminism is complex and continues to develop over time. Feminists have an important role in fighting for women's rights. In the nov...
	In her novel, she states that she believes in equal opportunities for women and men. This opportunity can be in the form of women having freedom in various fields, such as health care, getting paid the same as men for doing the same work, and mutual...
	In conclusion, women carry out three movements to fight sexual violence. First, women work together to speak up about cases of gender-based violence so that the government of a country can increase the protection of women who experience gender-based...
	2.2.3 The Challenges of Women as Sexual Violence Victims
	When discussing sexual violence, women tend to be more at risk of becoming victims of sexual violence. This is evidenced by data from the World Health Organization, which states that around 38% of women experience violence to the point where their p...
	First, the reason it is hard for women to speak up and take action when they are victims of sexual violence is the power differential between men and women. The incident in which Lestari, a character in the book Potion and Paper Cranes, suffered rap...
	Second, lack of support from others. A lack of support from other people can be seen when victims of sexual violence tell others what they have experienced. Instead of sympathizing with the victims, people often blame them. This can be seen in Sefi ...
	Third, there is no concrete evidence of when the sexual violence occurred. Cases of sexual violence are usually only known by the people concerned, between the perpetrators and victims, without involving other people. Therefore, if sexual violence o...
	In short, the challenge faced by women who are victims of sexual violence is the power difference between a man and a woman (the perpetrator and the victim). The difference can be in physical strength or position. Next, lack of support from others. ...
	CHAPTER 3 (1)
	METHOD OF DATA COLLECTION AND ANALYSIS
	3.1 Research Design
	This study analyzed the events that the main character experienced. For this reason, qualitative research was a suitable method for this analysis. Qualitative research is an approach to exploring and understanding individual or group meanings derived ...
	3.2 Method of Data Collection
	The information used to conduct this study was gathered by
	1. Reading and paying attention to details in the novel to be able to understand the contents of the novel better.
	2. Re-reading the Rules for Being a Girl novel to find the required scenes related to this analysis.
	3. Analyzing and interpreting the novel's scenes, sentences, or dialogues using the theory of gender-based violence, which discuss violence experienced by someone based on gender, especially women.
	3.2.1 Source
	This research used Rules for Being a Girl novel as the data source. Here is detailed information about the novel.
	Title   : Rules for Being a Girl
	Authors  : Candace Bushnell and Katie Cotugno
	Published in  : 2020
	Publication type : Novel
	Publisher  : HarperCollins Publishers
	Country   : United States
	Language  : English
	The novel comprises 293 pages, divided into thirty-seven chapters and an epilogue. This novel uses a third-person point of view with Marin as the main character. The object of this analysis is the main character, who struggles to speak up about the se...
	3.2.2 Procedure
	The researcher took several steps to analyze and sort the data needed for this study. The first step of the data collection was to read the entire novel from beginning to end. Second, the researcher used the narrative in the novel as a guide to carry ...
	3.3 Method of Data Analysis
	The study issues were addressed by using the data analysis method. The researcher looked into the struggles and challenges Marin faced and overcame in her fight against sexual violence at her school. Both of these issues were evaluated using the idea ...
	CHAPTER 4 (1)
	DATA ANALYSIS
	This chapter analyzed Marin’s struggles to fight against sexual violence in her school and the challenges in fighting against sexual violence. The object of this research is a novel entitled Rules for Being a Girl (2020), written by Candace Bushnell...
	The researcher chooses the novel Rules for Being a Girl because the main character in this novel, Marin, experiences sexual violence perpetrated by her teacher, Mr. Beckett. Sexual violence is interesting to discuss because schoolchildren, es...
	For the researcher’s analysis, she focuses mainly on two parts. First is the discussion on the main character's struggles to fight against sexual violence in her school. Second, the discussion on the challenges of fighting against sexual violence in...
	4.1 Marin’s Struggles to Fight Against Sexual Violence in Her School
	The sexual violence that Mr. Bex perpetrated against her made Marin determined to put up a fight. To fulfill her determination, Marin makes several efforts as a girl to fight against sexual violence in her school. Her efforts to overcome sexual viol...
	4.1.1 Reporting to School Officials
	Marin's first effort to fight the sexual violence is reporting to school officials. School officials usually consist of several people, such as the head of the foundation, the principal, and the teacher. People who are part of school officials must ...
	In the novel Rules for Being a Girl, when Marin experiences sexual violence from her teacher, Mr. Bex, she seeks protection from the school. She wants the incident that happened to her to be handled correctly so that no one else will experience the ...
	First of all, Marin makes an appointment with Mr. DioGuardi to report the incident that happened to her, the time when Mr. Bex invited Marin to his house with the excuse of returning her book and ended up kissing her suddenly. By reporting Mr. Bex, ...
	“It’s about Mr. Beckett,” I admit.
	“Oh? What about him?”
	“He kissed me,” I say, cringing; God, I can’t believe I’m using that word in front of Mr. DioGuardi. I can’t believe I’m using that word about Bex. Everything about this is humiliating.” (Bushnell & Cotugno, 2020, p.159)
	The sentence above illustrates how difficult it is for Marin to express the violence committed by Mr. Bex against her. Even so, she still expresses it with the hope that Mr. DioGuardi, as the school principal, will be able to immediately handle this c...
	“The school board investigated your… allegations over the break. Ultimately, the disciplinary committee found no conclusive evidence of wrongdoing, so he’ll be returning to his classes for the remainder of the year.” (Bushnell & Cotugno, 2020, p.176)
	One of the challenges Marin faces when she reports the sexual violence is that it is not easy for her, as a victim of sexual violence, to report what has happened because there is no clear evidence of the sexual violence other than the victim's testim...
	The efforts made by Marin to overcome sexual violence at her school by reporting the problem to Mr. DioGuardi as a school principal is similar to the movement of feminists to overcome violence experienced by women. Feminists work together to report ge...
	4.1.2 Writing in School Newspaper
	A school newspaper can be defined as a facility provided by the school to support the student learning process. Students can use a school newspaper to write down experiences, works, or any writing that can engage other students to have deeper though...
	After Marin experiences sexual violence in the form of an unconsented kiss, she is shocked. She cannot believe in the incidents that had just happened between her and Mr. Bex. It makes her uncertain whether what Mr. Bex did was sexual violence or ju...
	However, when she realizes that what Mr. Bex did to her is sexual violence, not just a misunderstanding, she does let the perpetrator go without being punished. She struggles to attract people’s attention to the incident and its effect on her. Below...
	“And then I remember: it happened. I was there.”
	“I want to tell her how unfair the whole thing is. Be flirty but not too flirty. Be confident but not aggressive. Be funny but in a low-key, quiet way. Eat cheeseburgers but don’t get fat. Be chill, but don’t lose control. I dig through the bag and un...
	RULES FOR BEING A GIRL” (Bushnell & Cotugno, 2020, pp. 78-79)
	The quotation above informs the researcher that Marin knows the many rules that limit women's movement. Rules that can be considered a form of unfair treatment because they only apply to women. In this regard, Marin finally comes up with an idea reg...
	The steps that she takes are to write two essays for the school newspaper. The first is the writing that she does based on her experience. The second is her essay with her best friend, Chloe, who also experiences sexual violence.
	The first essay is written after Mr. Bex sexually violated her. In this essay, Marin tries to speak up about what she experienced to everyone at school. As an initial effort, she writes an essay in the school newspaper entitled Rules for Being a Gir...
	“Time went on, and GIRLS CAN DO ANYTHING! So speak up! A boy is bothering you at school? Stand up for yourself! A boy is bothering you at school? He’s just trying to get your attention.”
	“Don’t be one of those girls who can’t eat pizza. Have you gained weight? Don’t get so skinny your curves disappear. Don’t get so curvy you aren’t skinny. Don’t take up too much space. It’s just about your health.”
	“Remember, girl: it’s the best time in the history of the world to be you. You can do anything! You can do everything! You can be whatever you want to be!” (Bushnell & Cotugno, 2020, pp. 80-81)
	It is clear from the above-mentioned statement that Marin wants to say that women are free to search for any path they like as long as it is positive. The woman is expected to be bold, independent, and free-spirited. The right to defend oneself agains...
	Marin and Chloe create the essay which is the second one. When Marin learns that Chloe admitted that Mr. Bex had also sexually violated her, this thought comes. Below is an excerpt from Chloe's conversation with Marin.
	“It started in October, she tells me. He took her to his apartment, in the Victorian house with the built-in book-shelves on either side of the fireplace. He wanted to lend her a book…”
	“You did what?”
	“I know now it was stupid.”
	“I just–what, to a hotel?”
	“His family has a house.” (Bushnell & Cotugno, 2020, p.267)
	From the excerpt of the conversation above, it can be seen that Chloe indirectly says that Mr. Bex sexually violated her. Through Chloe's confession, it can be seen that Mr. Bex’ modus was similar to what he had done to Marin, which is bringing girls ...
	After hearing the confession, Chloe thinks about reporting it to Mr. DioGuardi, but Marin has a better idea than that. Marin and Chloe write an essay in the school newspaper entitled Letter from the Editors: The Whole Truth.
	“We trusted him. We looked up to him. We found him charming and charismatic. And he took advantage of us.”
	“When one of us came with these allegations, Bridgewater Preparatory’s position was the administration did not have enough credible information to pursue further disciplinary action against this teacher.”
	“We write this letter today in the hope that any other student who has had a similar encounter–be it with this particular teacher, another authority figure, or someone else at this school–will feel safe and supported should they choose to come forward...
	From the quotation above, it can be concluded that Mr. Bex takes advantage of Marin and Chloe's trust and admiration for him by committing sexual violence against them. In addition, the cases of sexual violence committed by Mr. Bex may not only happen...
	The essay published in the school's newspaper has caught the attention of various parties. Essays written by Marin and Chloe will be printed on the front page of the newspaper. The statement that summarizes Marin and Chloe's essay writing that will ap...
	“Our piece goes to print on the front page of the paper the following Monday. I take care of the editing, and Chloe somehow messages to keep the whole thing a secret from the rest of the staff, including, of course, Bex.” (Bushnell & Cotugno, 2020, p....
	This article finally made the school take firm action against Mr. Bex. Below is Mr. DioGuardi’s statement that Mr. Bex had been kicked out of the faculty.
	“Girls, can I speak with you for a moment?”
	“I just want to let you both know that Mr. Beckett has been removed from the faculty.”
	“Really?”
	Mr. DioGuardi nods. “Other students have already come forward. More of a problem with Mr. Beckett than we realized.”
	“He’s really gone?”
	“He won’t be back.” (Bushnell & Cotugno, 2020, pp.282-284)
	From the quotation above, it can be concluded that the essay by Marin and Chloe helps other students have the courage to speak out about the sexual violence that Mr. Bex committed against them. These confessions later allow the school to take action t...
	From the analysis that has been done, it can be seen that Marin’s essay entitled Rules for Being a Girl was initially a form of her strong protest against men, including the perpetrator of sexual violence. This essay is Marin’s first step in getting s...
	4.1.3 Creating a Feminist Book Club
	A feminist book club is a club that discusses books related to feminist issues. Book clubs can be a medium to deepen, broaden, and explore the goals one wants to achieve in one's life. In a book club, someone will be invited to read a book together an...
	The first time Marin gets the idea to form a feminist book club is when Ms. Klein invites her to talk about the case between her and Mr. Bex. Ms. Klein declares that she is on Marin's side to support her. As a form of support, Ms. Klein gives Marin a ...
	“She holds out the book for my inspection—this might be a good place to start. You know, if you’re not happy with the way things are around here, you ought to do something about it. By the way, I really liked your piece.”
	“Two mornings later, I go to see Ms. Klein. I think I have an idea. But I need your help.” (Bushnell & Cotugno, 2020, pp.95-96)
	Marin returns two weeks later to see Ms. Klein to discuss the feminist book club's first meeting. At that time, Marin chooses The Handmaid's Tale because it has the most copies in the library. Gathering people interested in joining the club is difficu...
	One of those people is named Gray Kendall. Gray reads Marin's essay titled Rules for Being a Girl in the school newspaper. Marin's courageous actions against Mr. Bex amaze him. Related to this reason, Gray chooses to join the feminist book club that M...
	“I thought it was ballsy how you fought with Mr. Beckett though. So I came to support. Or like—” He frowns. “I guess ballsy isn’t the right word, huh?”
	“Brave is what I meant.” (Bushnell & Cotugno, 2020, p.104)
	From the quotation above, the researcher can conclude that having people who support Marin and are on her side, of course, helps Marin fight against cases of sexual violence that occur at her school. This is because having the support of other people ...
	The whereabouts of Ms. Klein, Gray, and the people at the feminist book club help Marin as she struggles with Mr. Bex. In the middle of the many people who oppose to her actions, they convince and support Marin to be able to reveal cases of sexual vio...
	The quotation above proves that the feminist book club is created to ensure that cases of sexual violence are no longer underestimated. With a group that supports Marin's goal of fighting sexual violence cases, this case is no longer seen as something...
	From the analysis above, it can be concluded that Marin formed a feminist book club to gather people who support her. With other people's support, victims who experience sexual violence can have the courage to speak up. The more people who speak up ab...
	4.2 The Challenges in Fighting Against Sexual Violence in Her School
	In the researcher’s opinion, there are three challenges to fighting against sexual violence in school. Power differences between perpetrators and victims cause the first. The absence of concrete evidence of the violence causes the second. A lack of ...
	4.2.1 Power Differences between Perpetrators and Victims
	The first challenge to discuss is power differences. Power differences are closely related to gender inequality (Wright et al., 1995). This understanding is based on cases of sexual violence that occur due to differences in power between the victim ...
	The first incident occurs when she is about to register to enter Brown—the university of her choice. Marin takes part in an interview session with an alumni of the university named Kalina. The first thing she talks about when she meets Marin is disc...
	“‘Rules for Being a Girl,’ I have to tell you, I was really impressed.”
	“What prompted you to write something like that?”
	“It feels like there are all these double standards for guys and girls. In life, I mean, but especially in high school. We need to point them out.”
	Kalina nods at that (Bushnell & Cotugno, 2020, pp.129-130)
	After the interview, Kalina gives Marin her card. She says she will contact Marin for further information regarding whether or not Marin is accepted at the university. Before Marin leaves, Kalina hinted that she would most likely be accepted with her ...
	“Here, let me give you my card, so you can be in touch if anything comes up. I’d wish you luck, but honestly, Marin—with your grades and extracurriculars, you shouldn’t really need it.”
	“Really? You think so?”
	“Really,” she says, reaching across the table to shake my hand like a promise. (Bushnell & Cotugno, 2020, p.131)
	From the conversation above, the researcher can conclude that Marin's grades and extracurriculars guarantee her acceptance to the university of her choice. However, in the later time, Marin receives a letter from Brown University stating she was not a...
	Dear Marin,
	Thank you for your interest in Brown University.
	Unfortunately, I’m very sorry to inform you that we are unable to offer you admission for the upcoming academic year.” (Bushnell & Cotugno, 2020, p.232)
	Feeling dissatisfied with the decision, Marin decides to meet Kalina. Marin wants to know the reason behind the university’s rejection even though she exels the interview. Additionally, Kalina, the interviewer, also says that she has a great opportuni...
	“Ultimately, the admissions board received some information that made us feel like you might be a better fit elsewhere, that’s all.”
	“What information? Kalina, if somebody said something about me that made it so I can get into college—Oh my god. Was it Bex?”
	“John Beckett, my English teacher. He—he and I—his family are these huge donors, and—”
	For a long time Kalina doesn’t answer, and that’s how I know that it’s true.
	“For what it’s worth, I went bat for you. I’m really sorry it didn’t work out.” (Bushnell & Cotugno, 2020, pp. 235-236)
	From the quotation above, the researcher can see that the reason Marin is not accepted at Brown University is not because of problems in the academic field but because of her case with Mr. Bex, who happens to be one of the university's biggest donors....
	The problems faced by Marin clearly illustrate the challenges of fighting sexual violence. One of those challenges is the difference in power between perpetrators and victims of sexual violence. In the case between Marin and Mr. Bex, Marin is the vict...
	The second incident occurs when Marin scribbles on Mr. Bex's car uses paint because she is annoyed by Mr. Bex, who does not feel guilty at all, and the school officials, who never take firm action against the case of sexual violence committed by Mr. B...
	“I realize with a quick, nasty jolt, Mr. Beckett’s Jeep is one of the only cars still parked in the lot. I think very clearly: Don’t be such a good girl. When I’m done I throw the rest of the paint at the car for good measure before standing back for ...
	The next day at school, Marin is asked to meet Mr. DioGuardi. The security camera records Marin's actions when she scribbles on Mr. Bex’s car so the school can easily find out about her actions. As a result of her actions, Marin is suspended for two w...
	“Your future is in your hands right now. We’re suspending you for two weeks, effective immediately. Unless you want to turn that into an expulsion—lucky for you, Mr. Beckett has agreed not to press criminal charges.” (Bushnell & Cotugno, 2020, p.252)
	The statement above proves that Marin, as the victim of sexual violence, is again harmed because of the difference in power between her and Mr. Bex. Mr. Bex is a teacher, and Marin is a student, so Mr. DioGuardi considers that what Marin is doing is a...
	The difference in power between Marin and Mr. Bex as a victim and perpetrator of sexual violence can also be seen in Marin’s statement Marin to her mother when she explains why she is suspended for two weeks. Below is Marin's confession to her mother,...
	Marin's statement emphasizes the power difference between Marin as the victim and Mr. Bex as a perpetrator of sexual violence. The apparent power difference in their case is position. Mr. Bex is a teacher and Brown University's biggest donor, while Ma...
	The challenges that Marin has to face to be able to speak up and fight sexual violence cases due to differences in power are almost the same as the challenges faced by the character named Lestari in the novel Potion and Paper Cranes written by Lan Fan...
	Despite experiencing similar challenges, there are differences in the responses received by Marin and Lestari. This difference in response is due to cultural factors between the two countries. Lestari’s character in the novel Potion and Paper Cranes i...
	In America, protection for women can be said to be advanced. This statement can be proven by the responses and facilities that Marin can utilize to support her, as depicted in the novel Rules for Being a Girl. After experiencing a case of sexual viole...
	From this analysis, it can be concluded that power differences are one of the challenges for someone against sexual violence. Even though there are differences in responses to the cases of sexual violence they experienced, the reasons for both experie...
	4.2.2 The Absence of Concrete Evidence of the Violence
	Concrete evidence can be interpreted as tangible evidence that can be felt or seen. The purpose of having concrete evidence is to support and strengthen someone’s statement about an event. In this regard, evidence is essential in the process of inve...
	In cases of sexual violence, the concrete evidence can be in the form of tools or items that clearly show the events, not just verbal confessions from one of the injured parties. However, in cases of sexual violence, the incident usually occurs sudd...
	The absence of concrete evidence certainly makes it very difficult for victims of sexual violence who want to speak up or report the perpetrator to the authorities to obtain justice and protection. This problem is caused because the confession can b...
	Things like this can happen because of gender inequality between men and women, resulting in gender stereotypes detrimental to one party, especially women. Gender stereotypes are views that describe one's beliefs about men and women. All people do n...
	Two possibilities can arise from this gender stereotype, positive and negative. An example of a positive gender stereotype about women is empathy, warmth, and kindness. While the negative stereotypes include dependent, emotional, and weak. Positive ...
	In this regard, there is a public assessment related to the case of sexual violence that is very detrimental to women. This is due to society's perception that sexual violence experienced by women is not entirely the fault of men but because women a...
	The first incident that Marin experiences is when she meets Mr. DioGuardi a week before the Christmas break. Marin's goal is to meet Mr. DioGuardi to ask whether the school has taken any action against Mr. Bex related to the sexual violence she expe...
	“They’ll want to interview you themselves, first of all. And I imagine they’ll want to speak to Mr. Beckett as well.”
	“And what if he says I’m making the whole thing up?”
	“Are you?” (Bushnell & Cotugno, 2020, p.160)
	The conversation excerpt above explains that Mr. DioGuardi still doubts Marin's claim that Mr. Bex has sexually violated her. There are two possibilities for the word “Are you” uttered by Mr. DioGuardi. The first possibility is that the word seems to ...
	Second, when she tries to report what she experienced to the school officials. Mr. DioGuardi, the school's principal, thinks the case between Marin and Mr. Bex is  a misunderstanding. Below is Mr. DioGuardi’s response to Marin’s confession.
	“Look,” he says, “it is possible you misinterpreted what was happening? With Mr. Beckett, I mean? No one would blame you obviously. He’s one of our younger faculty members, and I see so many girls hanging around his classroom or in the newspaper offic...
	From the quotation above, it can be concluded that Mr. DioGuardi does not fully believe in Marin's confession. Even though he does not say it directly, Mr. DioGuardi implies that Marin most likely just misunderstands what Mr. Bex does to her. On the o...
	Third, Marin meets Mr. Bex after she declares Brown University’s rejection because of a case that occurs between them. Marin frankly states that he has destroyed her dream of being able to study at the campus of her dreams. Below is the conversation b...
	“How could you do this to me? Brown has been my dream my entire freaking life.”
	“I ruined your dream? You tried to ruin my life, Marin.” (Bushnell & Cotugno, 2020, p. 240)
	The conversation above explains that Mr. Bex does not feel guilty about the sexual violence he committed against Marin. He even accuses Marin of playing the victim of what happened between the two of them. Below is Mr. Bex's statement, which accuses M...
	“You can play victim all you want, kiddo. You can act like you had nothing to do with any of this. But you and I both know the truth.” (Bushnell & Cotugno, 2020, p. 241)
	Starting from accusing Marin of playing victim, Mr. Bex again blames Marin for the sexual violence he had committed. He says that the sexual violence occurred not entirely because of his personal desires but because Marin acts as if she is teasing him...
	“You were always around, Marin. Hanging out in the office. Making up excuses to ask for rides. Sitting on my fucking desk, for Christ's sake. What vibe did you think you were giving off, exactly? You wanted it, Marin.” (Bushnell & Cotugno, 2020, p.241)
	Based on the three events that have happened to Marin, it can be concluded that it is not easy for victims to resist the sexual violence they experience. Likewise, what happened to Marin. Her difficulties or challenges in fighting against sexual viole...
	The challenges Marin faced in fighting against sexual violence are almost the same as women who became victims of sexual abuse. The victims can not report the incident to the authorities because they are afraid, and there is no real evidence that can ...
	4.2.3 Lack of Support from Others for Sexual Violence Victims
	Support is an important thing needed by victims of sexual violence to be able to speak out or put up a fight. Support can be defined as certain behaviours to increase someone's psychological satisfaction (Ryan & Deci, 2020). The lack of support from o...
	In the case between Marin and Mr. Bex, Mr. Bex is the perpetrator, while Marin is the victim. This indirectly shows that gender inequality exists between men and women, which gives rise to stereotypes. Gender stereotypes are visible in Marin, and Mr. ...
	In this regard, Marin, a victim of sexual violence, also faces the same challenges when she wants to fight against cases of sexual violence that occurrs at her school. The following is a discussion of the challenges faced by Marin in the novel Rules f...
	First, Marin makes the decision to discuss Mr. Bex's sexual violence against her. She describes the events that led up to Mr. Bex offering to drive her home, taking her to his apartment on the grounds that he needed to return the books, and ending wit...
	“Can I tell you something weird that happened?”
	“Okay, okay, go, tell me the weird thing.”
	“Okay, so Bex offered to give me a ride home after school yesterday.”
	“He did?”
	“I’m saying it out loud, but – “I tilt my head back against the edge of the bed and tell her the rest of the story, ending with the kiss…” (Bushnell & Cotugno, 2020, pp. 61-62)
	The dialogue above demonstrates Chloe's shock reaction when she learns that Marin is dropped off after school by Mr. Bex. Marin wants to approach her best friend for guidance, which is the reason why she is telling Chloe. Therefore, Marin asks Chloe f...
	“You tell DioGuardi, and they fire him or whatever, and then he can’t get another job because he’s got this thing on his record that maybe wasn’t even… I don’t know. It’s Bex, Marin. He’s literally your favorite teacher.”
	“It’s not like we have a totally normal relationship with him anyway.” (Bushnell & Cotugno, 2020, p.65)
	From the quotation above, it can be seen that Chloe thinks that the case of sexual violence that Marin experiences does not really happen. The reason why Chloe does not believe Marin's confession and does not support Marin's actions to report Mr. Bex ...
	Second, when Marin writes an essay in the school newspaper entitled Rules for Being a Girl, she receives opposition from various parties. Marin's boyfriend, Jacob is one of them. The dialogue between Jacob and Marin is shown below.
	“It just… didn’t make me feel very good, that’s all.”
	“It didn’t? I ask, momentarily confused. Why not? I mean, It’s not about you.”
	“Maybe not,” Jacob encounters, “but everybody’s going to think it is. Like, is this really what you think all guys are alike?” (Bushnell & Cotugno, 2020, pp. 87-88)
	It is clear from the dialogue above that Jacob did not like what Marin wrote in the school newspaper. Such writing is not what Marin ought to have written. Writing that women also have the freedom to become what they want to be cannot be used as an ex...
	Third, Chloe honestly tells Marin she does not believe all of Marin's stories. As mentioned, Chloe knows Mr. Bex is Marin's favorite teacher. For that reason, she thinks Marin's confession about Mr. Bex, who sexually violated her, is a misunderstandin...
	“I don’t have a problem. I just don’t understand why you’re being like this, that’s all. Like, why can’t you just admit you made a mistake—”
	“I didn’t make a mistake!”
	“So what, you think he’s in love with you? Like he brought you to his apartment as part of some super-secret plan to make you his girlfriend?” (Bushnell & Cotugno, 2020, pp. 169-170)
	The dialogue above explains to the researcher that Chloe thinks Marin's story about Mr. Bex sexually violating her is unreasonable. Mr. Bex is Marin's teacher. It does not make sense if he intends to make Marin his girlfriend, let alone sexually viola...
	“I am your best friend. And part of my job is to tell you when you’re making a total fool of yourself.”
	“Is that what you think I’m doing?”
	“I think you’ve been lost all connection with reality, yeah.” (Bushnell & Cotugno, 2020, p.170)
	From the statement above, Chloe clearly stated that she absolutely does not support Marin's resistance against Mr. Bex. She considers Marin's confession about the case of sexual violence that occur to her to be unreal and has never happened. For that ...
	Marin's various opposition from the people around her when she fights against Mr. Bex proves that fighting against sexual violence is not easy. However, in the middle of Marin's challenges due to lack of support from other people, she receives testimo...
	“Other students have already come forward,” he explains miserably. “It seems there was…well. More of a problem with Mr. Beckett than we realized, certainly. Both here and at the last school he worked at.” (Bushnell & Cotugno, 2020, p. 283)
	Mr. DioGuardi’s statement proved that the sexual violence committed by Mr. Bex was actual. Marin's confession is no longer seen as something subjective. Still, it has become strong evidence for the school to take firm action against Mr. Bex, a perpetr...
	One of the challenges that must be faced is the lack of other people's support for victims of sexual violence for various reasons. Two of the reasons are that it is difficult to make other people believe in the confessions made by the victim and that ...
	The challenges Marin faces when she does not have the support of her best friend, Chloe, are the same as the challenges faced by Sheri in the novel Sefi Atta's Everything Good Will Come when she tells a case of sexual violence that she experiences to ...
	In accordance with the research that has been done, it is clear that at first, it is difficult for Marin, a high school student who experienced sexual violence, to find support from others around her, particularly from other women, in her confront aga...
	CHAPTER 5 (1)
	CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTIONS
	5.1 Conclusion
	Rules for Being a Girl novel discusses the struggles of a young girl, Marin, who tries to speak up after being abused by her teacher, Mr. Beckett. In her efforts to speak up, Marin discovers that other girls in her school also experienced the same i...
	The feminist movement's endeavors to address gender violence against women, which includes reporting the case to the government, organizing grassroots groups, and speaking out through writing in a book, are comparable to Marin's struggles in her sch...
	Meanwhile, Marin must face challenges that include power differences between perpetrator and victim, the absence of concrete evidence of violence, and lack of support from others. The difference in power between Mr. Bex and Marin is in their positio...
	Lastly, victims of sexual violence often find it challenging to get support from other people to be able to speak up and fight back due to several factors. First of all, the victim's story is difficult for others to trust because there is no concret...
	The results obtained in this research show that the novel Rules for Being a Girl is one of the literary works that can help women realize that they have the same rights and positions as men. This novel can be used to motivate women, especially victi...
	5.2 Suggestions
	The researcher realizes that this research has many limitations. However, she hopes that this research can provide a valuable contribution to related fields. For other researchers who are or will be conducting similar research, this research can be ...
	For academics and readers, hopefully, this research can provide significant information related to gender-based violence, gender inequality, and sexual violence. Meanwhile, for victims of sexual violence, especially women, this research provides an ...
	Furthermore, the researcher hopes this research can motivate them to try to speak up and fight back. From the research that has been carried out, by speaking up, victims of sexual violence can receive protection and justice. At the same time, perpet...
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	APPENDIX/APPENDICES
	Rules for Being a Girl summary
	Marin has always been good at navigating these unspoken guidelines. Her future seems bright—and her young, charismatic English teacher, Mr. Beckett is always quick to admire her writing and talk books with her.
	But when “Bex” takes things too far and comes on to Marin, she’s shocked and horrified. Was it somehow her fault? When Marin works up the courage to tell the school administration what happened, no one believes her. And now, Bex has an ax to grind.
	But Marin isn’t about to back down. She uses the school newspaper to fight back, and she starts a feminist book club at school. And she finds allies—and even romance—in the most unexpected people, like Gray Kendall, who she’d always dismissed as just ...


