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A. SUMMARY OF CHAPTER 4’S ANALYSIS  

Community’s Stereotypes Facts in the play Discrepancies 
1.No “invalid” woman can 
be trusted 

Blanche suffered from a 
minor “psychological 
disease” of being attracted 
to younger person (young 
children) (P 70) 

In this world, who is an 
“invalid”? There are many 
men who suffer 
psychological defects which 
can be more severe. These 
men can hide these defect 
and function well in the 
society.  

2. Women like to interfere 
with other women’s 
marriage.  

Blanche gets really worried 
of how Stanley treats Stella, 
especially when Stella is 
pregnant. He played cards 
with his friend, ignoring 
Stella. He hits and hurts 
Stella. (P 48) 

It seems true that in the 
play. Blanche’s concern is 
genuinely and truly one that 
any sister would have. It is 
hard to differentiate any 
motivations. 

3. A man is naturally 
promiscuous and therefore 
must be forgiven, whereas 
as a woman who “falls” 
destroys herself. 

- Stella forgives Stanley 
even he already done a big 
mistake, hurt her badly.  
(P 58) 
- Blanche cannot accept this 
and tries to persuade Stella 
to leave the place. (P 17) 
- Ironically, it is Blanche 
who “falls” and cannot 
make it save in that place 
and is carried away to a 
mental institution. (P 119) 

In this male-dominated 
world, people tend to accept 
stereotypes more than 
realities.These stereotypical 
beliefs are implanted in the 
culture of the society that it 
is hard for one to break it.  

4. When rape occurs, it is 
the woman that is blamed, 
not the man. 

Blanche is raped by 
Stanley. She has tried hard 
to protect herself, even by 
using a broken bottle as a 
weapon. She gives up 
knowing that he is more 
powerful, and she is 
completely unprotected.  
(P 111) 

The neighbors do not 
believe with Blanche’s 
story. They do not listen to 
Blanche and regard her as 
an insane woman. Their 
stereotypical way of 
thinking guides them to 
accuse Blanche as 
interfering with her sister’s 
marriage. Even Stella is 
forced to have this way of 
thinking 
 

5. Even when such female 
characters are presented 
sympathetically as the 
victims of an unfeeling 
social world, once their 
sexual innocence is lost 
their path leads inevitably 
towards death. 

After the rape, it is Blanche 
who loses arguments. Even 
her sister does not want to 
believe her. And there goes 
Blanche led into the mental 
institution. (p 119) 

This is known as 
“victimizing”. Situation like 
this often raise questions 
and protest in the feminist 
views. Blanche is one of the 
victims of rape.  It should 
deals with this unfair 
treatment to women. 
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B.  SYNOPSIS OF THE PLAY 

  

The play begins with the arrival of Blanche Dubois, a French descent, who 

comes to New Orleans to visit her sister, Stella Kowalski. Blanche moves to New 

Orleans because she is being evicted from her birth-land, Laurel, for the scandal 

she has done in there. In ther past, she was lost her husband, Allan, who dies by 

suicide. Allan decides to kill himself after he knows that Blanche has already 

known that he is a gay person. Allan’s death has a great effect toward Blanche’s 

psychology. Her psychological burden is also multiplied by the losing of her 

family’s property a plantation named Belle Reve. She becomes very poor after she 

loses Belle Reve on a mortage. Her emotional instability leads Blanche to make 

affairs with strangers in Laurel. She makes affairs because she feels that she needs 

the other’s affection to fill her empty heart after Allan dies.  

 At the first time, her affairs are not noticed by the people in Laurel. Until 

one time, she makes an affair with a seventeen-year old boy. The boy’s father 

cannot accept it. He writes a letter to the school superintendent where Blanche 

works as a school-teacher about Blanche’s affairs. He writes that Blanche is 

morally unfit from her position as a teacher. It makes Blanche fired from her job. 

The news about her affairs spread in all over the town because Laurel is only a 

small town. Only in one day, do all the people in Laurel is only a small town. 

Only in one day, do all of the people in Laurel already know of Blanche’s affairs. 

It makes the mayor of the town ask Blanche to move from Laurel because they 

cannot accept the scandal she has done in there.  
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 Then, Blanche comes to New Orleans to find refuge with her pregnant 

sister, Stella. She acts as if nothing happens to her. In order to get the people’s 

acceptance, she tell lies to deny her past in Laurel. She tells Stella that she is not 

being fired from her job as a teacher in Laurel. She also pretends to be a rich 

woman by wearing beautiful clothes and costume jewelries she rents from a 

mental outfit. In New Orleans, Balnche meets with Mitch, a friend of Stanley. She 

fells in love with him and wants him to marry her. To Mitch, Blanche tells that 

she is an unmarried woman and also hides her real age. 

 Unfortunately, her cruel brother-in-law, Stanley Kowalsky, who does not 

like her tries to investigate Blanche’s past experiences in Laurel. From his friends, 

he consequently knows about Blanche’s scandal there. He then exposes this fact to 

the people in New Orleans including to Mitch, which consequently makes Mitch 

decides to cancel hhis plan to marry her. This decision makes Blanche feel 

hopeless and move to move depressed. To add more to her already depressed 

condition, Stanley intentionally rapes her so Blanche can no longer have any 

control of herself at the end of the story. Thus, because of Blanche’s lunatic 

condition Stanley has a reason to call a doctor from the asylum to put her away 

from New Orleans and her own sister. Stanley feels that he will lose Stella if 

Blanche still live with them and continually influence Stella to divorce Stanley.  
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