
 

 

 

THE ATTRIBUTES OF INDIVIDUALISM IN  

STARGIRL CARAWAY 

 

A Thesis Presented as a Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements for the 

Degree of Sarjana Sastra in the English Study Program 

 

By 

19.J1.0041 

 

ENGLISH STUDY PROGRAM 

FACULTY OF LANGUAGE AND ARTS 

SOEGIJAPRANATA CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY 

SEMARANG 

2023

Bryan Austin Laurens 



 

i 

 

THE ATTRIBUTES OF INDIVIDUALISM IN  

STARGIRL CARAWAY 

 

A Thesis Presented as a Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements for the Degree 

of Sarjana Sastra in the English Study Program 

 

By 

Bryan Austin Laurens 

19.J1.0041 

 

ENGLISH STUDY PROGRAM 

FACULTY OF LANGUAGE AND ARTS 

SOEGIJAPRANATA CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY 

       SEMARANG 

2023 

  



 

xiii 

 

ABSTRACT 

 

The value of American individualism can be learned from analyzing Stargirl Caraway 

who is the main character of the movie Stargirl (2020). This movie is the result of the 

artistic creativity of American society that shows the value of individualism. According 

to Ralph Waldo Emerson, individualism is one of the cultural values of the American 

Spirit where an individual must have the responsibility to fight for what he believes is 

right and no one has the right to limit him. According to him, the form of individualism 

is self-reliance and self-confidence. This research used a qualitative method to conduct 

a content analysis of the movie with the value of individualism. The research found 

that the individualism of Stargirl Caraway was seen in the way she displayed (1) her 

strong will, (2) her originality and creativity, (3) her stand on her own two feet, (4) her 

competence, and (5) her lack of anxiety. 
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ABSTRAK  

Nilai individualisme Amerika dapat dipelajari dari menganalisa Stargirl Caraway yang 

adalah tokoh utama dari film Stargirl (2020). Film ini merupakan hasil kreativitas seni 

masyarakat Amerika yang memperlihatkan nilai individualisme. Menurut Ralph Waldo 

Emerson, individualisme adalah salah satu nilai budaya American Spirit dimana 

seorang individu harus memiliki tanggung jawab untuk memperjuangkan apa yang 

diyakininya benar dan tidak ada yang berhak membatasinya. Menurutnya, bentuk dari 

nilai individualisme adalah adanya Self-reliance dan self-confidence. Penelitian ini 

menggunakan metode kualitatif untuk melakukan analisis isi film dengan nilai 

individualisme itu. Penelitian ini menemukan bahwa individualisme dari Stargirl 

Caraway terlihat pada cara dia menampilkan (1) kemauannya yang kuat, (2) orisinalitas 

dan kreativitasnya, (3) pendiriannya dengan kedua kakinya sendiri, (4) kompetensinya, 

dan (5) kekurang cemasan pada dirinya.  
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	The value of American individualism can be learned from analyzing Stargirl Caraway who is the main character of the movie Stargirl (2020). This movie is the result of the artistic creativity of American society that shows the value of individualism. A...
	ABSTRAK
	Nilai individualisme Amerika dapat dipelajari dari menganalisa Stargirl Caraway yang adalah tokoh utama dari film Stargirl (2020). Film ini merupakan hasil kreativitas seni masyarakat Amerika yang memperlihatkan nilai individualisme. Menurut Ralph Wal...
	CHAPTER 1
	INTRODUCTION
	1.1 Background of the Study

	Stargirl movie tells the story of a girl named Stargirl Caraway, who is played by Grace VanderWaal. In the movie, she is described as a new freshman in Mica High School. In the school, she was noticed by a boy named Leo Borlock, who is played by Gra...
	Throughout the movie, focus is given to Stargirl, who has unique characteristics and is different from her other friends. Stargirl Caraway is a mysterious girl figure with a unique nature, which makes her school friends very happy because she brings...
	Stargirl is a 2020 American jukebox musical romance movie based on Jerry Spinelli's 2000 novel of the same name, which debuted on Disney+. Julia Hart directed the movie, which was released on March 13, 2020. This movie also produced by several peopl...
	Stargirl has characteristics that are different from her friends. For this reason, this study wants to analyse Stargirl by seeing what aspects position her as a person having individualism characteristics. Emerson (1841) defined individualism as a p...
	Several scholars have discussed and analysed Stargirl Caraway using various approaches such as postfeminism (Liann, 2021), post modernism (Shidqi, 2019). Liann (2021) compared Stargirl and a character in Bridge to Terabithia, Leslie, using postfemin...
	The writer will analyse the characteristics of Stargirl Caraway by using the view of American Individualism put forward by Ralph Waldo Emerson. He encourages his readers to believe in themselves more and to choose to be transcendental individuals rath...
	1.2 Field of the Study

	This research is related to the field of literature, especially in analysing American production movie.
	1.3 Scope of the Study

	The study focuses on the character named Stargirl Caraway in the Stargirl movie and the relation with individualism characteristics that becomes one of the most important foundations of American Studies’ values.
	1.4 Research Questions

	How does Stargirl Caraway exercises Emerson’s individualism theory?
	1.5 Objectives of the Study

	To determine how Stargirl Caraway exercises Emerson’s individualism theory.
	1.6 Significance of the Study

	Theoretically, this research is significance in showing how Emerson’s individualism theory is applied in analyzing a film’s main character.
	Practically, this research is significance for film viewers to understand how American individualism is shown through a person’s speech, language, and behavior.
	1.7 Definition of Term

	1. Individualism
	Individualism is a habit or principle of being self-sufficient and independent. Individualism, as defined by Lukes (2023) in Encyclopedia Britannica, as a “political and social philosophy that emphasizes the moral worth of the individual”. Individuali...
	2. Self – Reliance
	Self-reliance is defined as "relying on one's own abilities, decisions, and resources rather than relying on help from others” (Astill & Miller, 2018). Self – reliance and individualism themes include the freedom to commit as well as the freedom not t...
	3. Self – Confidence
	Self-confidence, or bravery in forming personal opinions, can assist someone in achieving the best possible outcome for his life based on his own opinion (Suripto, 2013). Specific Self - Confidence and General Self – Confidence are the two types of Se...
	4. Characteristics
	A characteristic is a distinctive or noticeable feature of someone or something (Webster, 2022)
	CHAPTER 2
	REVIEW OF LITERATURE
	2.1 American Studies as a Discipline
	This research analyses Stargirl Caraway in Stargirl movie. The movie was produced by the USA publisher and director. As a discipline, American Studies has progressed from an intellectual history synthesis to a transnational one (Dukut, 2013). Accord...
	Parrington's theory, however, was developed by Tremain McDowell, twenty years later, to include not only an analysis of the past-present-future but also the region-nation-world perspectives (Dukut, 2013). This means, in studying American Studies mat...
	Many years later, in its development, American Studies owes to Leo Marx who conceptualised his micro-to-macro approach using the region-nation-world concept. Thereby, entailing a study on micro-America, as represented in whatever American material w...
	However, on November 12, 2004, the president of the American Studies Association, Shelley Fisher Fishkin, added a new twist to the definition of American Studies. In her speech, she emphasized the importance of transnationalism in its methodology. S...
	2.2 Individualism and Transcendentalism
	Individualism is a habit or a principle of being independent and self-reliant. Individualism discusses among others, the individual freedom of someone in all actions and beliefs. Individualists prioritise themselves over groups, whereas collectivist...
	Historically, individualism in the United States of America is defined as an action that occurs when an American takes full responsibility for doing something in one's own way. Americans prefer individual identities over group identities, therefore,...
	Speaking about individualism, it cannot be separated from the transcendentalism movement. Transcendentalism is defined by Ralph Waldo Emerson as “a mix between a new idea of literature, culture, religion, society, and education” (cited in Mahlina (2...
	Individualism is unavoidable when the name Ralph Waldo Emerson is mentioned. Ralph Waldo Emerson was born on May 25, 1803 in Boston, Massachusetts, USA. He was an American essayist, philosopher, and poet who led the mid-century transcendentalist mov...
	His father believed in transcendentalism. He considers transcendentalism to be more than just a literary and philosophical movement. Ever since he was young, his father taught him that transcendentalists value optimism, individuality, and mysticism.
	According to Plechová (2014, p. 1), Emerson was raised in Puritan New England to be a minister with a philosophy that emphasized the recognition of God immanent, the presence of an ongoing Creator, and revelation by God manifest in all things and in a...
	Following that incident, Emerson travelled to Europe. He meets literary figures such as Thomas Carlyle, Samuel Taylor Coleridge, and William Wordsworth in Europe. These people persuaded him to write an essay. In 1836, he published "Nature," an essay...
	Emerson's most memorable philosophy, "Self-Reliance," was written in 1841. In his essay, he wrote that “To believe your own thought, to believe that what is true for you in your private heart is true for all men, — that is genius” (Emerson, 1841, p. 1...
	Individualism, as a fundamental American value, leads Americans to believe that every day is a competition with others. They sometimes believe that making up their minds or achieving their goals in life is a must. Emerson stated in his essay, “Every...
	There are several attributes of individualism according to Emerson. It has two main attributes. The first one is self-reliance. Self-reliance is concerned with an individual action that is followed by a high level of responsibility. According to Alt...
	Emerson, in his essay said that “A man is relieved and gay when he has put his heart into his work and done his best” (1841, p. 2). Emerson tries to convey the idea that one must work with passion and give one's all. To achieve a goal, a person must...
	The second one is self-confidence. Individualists who are self-confidence will express their ideas boldly. It is because ideas have personalities, and no one can make decisions for others. Individualists who are self-confident in themselves will proud...
	2.3 American Values
	Individualism is not the only value that Americans must abide by. According to Kohls (as cited in Wang & Fan, 2013), there are twelve others. Below is the discussion on each of the USA’s values:
	a. Personal Control Over the Environment
	The majority of Americans do not believe in fate. They believe it is right and natural for Man to control Nature, and that every individual should have control over whatever in the environment may potentially affect him or her.
	b. Change
	Change is unquestionably good in the American mind. Change implies progress, development, and growth.
	c. The Essential of Time
	Time is extremely valuable to the average American. They always arrange a schedule to organise their activities in one day. This philosophy has previously proven to be beneficial to Americans. It has allowed them to be extremely productive, which is a...
	d. Equality
	One of America's most cherished values is equality. They believe that God considers all humans to be equal without exception. They place little emphasis on family or social class. In fact, they strongly dislike showing respect to people in high positi...
	e. Individualism and Privacy
	Americans believe above all else in the primacy of the individual. Because each individual is regarded as completely and marvellously unique, Americans resist attempts by themselves or others to generalise about Americans as a group. Americans believe...
	f. The Concept of Self – Help
	Americans are recognized for what they accomplish on their own. They believe that through their hard work and sacrifice, they will achieve positive change and the strength to improve the future. This ingrained belief strengthens their sense of respons...
	g. Competition and Free Enterprise
	Americans believe that competition brings out the best in people, that it pushes each person to produce their best work. Valuing competition, Americans have devised an economic system to complement it - free enterprise. They believe that a highly comp...
	h. Future Orientation
	Americans' expectation that the future will bring them great joy, makes them often ignore the present. They believe that the present happiness will be greater in the future. As a result, they emphasise the significance of enjoying, establishing, and c...
	i. Action and Work Orientation
	Americans believe that any action is preferable to doing nothing. This condition drives them to work more. Relaxation in the middle of work is common because it can provide new energy for them, but after that, they have to work harder and be more prod...
	j. Informality
	Even when compared to their European relatives, Americans are perhaps the most informal and casual people on the planet. This is evident in how they greet each other, how they converse at work or around the dinner table, the clothing they wear, and so...
	k. Directness, Openness, and Honesty
	When confronted with unpleasant information or negative feedback, Americans prefer the direct approach. Anything other than a direct and open approach is considered dishonest, insincere, and unproductive. They will quickly lose trust and may even begi...
	l. Practicality, Efficiency, and Inventiveness
	Americans are known for being extremely realistic, practical, and efficient. When making any decision in the United States, practical considerations are likely to take precedence. Americans pride themselves in not being very philosophical or theoretic...
	m. Materialism and Acquisitiveness
	Americans are obsessed with material things. They think buying something they like is a reward they should enjoy for being diligent and working hard. Thus, they have more material goods than any other country. On the other hand, they value the innovat...
	2.4 Concept of Individualism
	As informed above, there are thirteen American values: personal control over the environment; change, the essential of time; equality; individualism and privacy; the concept of self – help; competition and free enterprise; future orientation; action...
	Individualism has two definitions: social perspective and economic perspective. Individualism is anti-collectivism from a social standpoint, so the individual and society will be in conflict. Mahlina (2019, p. 24), cited the term individualism from F...
	Individualism as a term first appeared in 1839 in England and has since gained popularity in the United States. Individualism is not accepted as an ideology until around the American Civil War, according to the majority of historians and sociologist...
	Individualism is a positive value in American culture, but individualism is an anti-social characteristic that must be avoided because it also entails the negative human characteristic of being egoistic. When Emerson wrote "Self-Reliance," he was aw...
	CHAPTER 3
	METHOD OF DATA COLLECTION AND ANALYSIS
	3.1 Research Design
	The study employed a qualitative approach that relied on understanding the story to make sense of real-world quandaries. Qualitative research allows students to gather data collection, make an analysis, interpretation, and do report writing. When nece...
	3.2 Method of Data Collection
	This study aimed at analysing the portrayal of American individualism in Stargirl movie. Thus, the following section described the source and the procedure of data collection.
	3.2.1 Source
	The writer used the data source for this research from the Stargirl movie, which was released on Disney+ in 2020. Julia Hart directed Stargirl movie, which runs approximately 107 minutes. Grace VanderWaal, Graham Verchere, Karan Brar, Annacheska Brown...
	Stargirl told the story of Leo Borlock (Graham Verchere), a typical high school student. He got good grades, marched in the school band, and has always preferred to remain anonymous. But everything changed when he meets Stargirl Caraway (Grace VanderW...
	3.2.2 Procedure
	There were several steps that the writer must took in order to collect data for this study. The writer watched Stargirl several times in order to fully comprehend the movie, particularly Stargirl Caraway's individualism. Second, the writer identified ...
	3.3 Method of Data Analysis
	In this study, the writer coded Stargirl Caraway’s features. In its most basic form, coding was a simple operation that identified meaning segments in your language data and labeled them with a code, which can be defined as “a word or short phrase tha...
	CHAPTER 4

	DATA ANALYSIS
	In this chapter, the writer wants to answer the problem formulation “How is American individualism portrayed through the visuals and the dialogues in Stargirl movie?”. There are three types of self-reliance and two types of self-confidence according...
	4.1 Self – Reliance
	4.1.1 Strong Will
	According to Emerson's philosophy, the first characteristic of self-reliance is faith in one's own strength. He claims that “to believe on your own thought, to believe that what is true for you in your private heart is true for all men-- that is gen...
	Stargirl Caraway is a main character in the film. She does what she believes is right as long as it is a good thing and is unconcerned about what others think. This sparks debate about Stargirl's actions, which demonstrates her strong will. Here is ...
	4.1.1.1 Stargirl assists an injured opposing team member
	Stargirl is watching an American football game between her high school's team, Mud Frogs and another high school's team, Jaguars. One of the opposing team's players is injured during the game, rendering the entire audience silent. During the silence...
	Figure 4.1
	Stargirl helps another team member, Hart 2020, 00:51:54
	Stargirl, concerned and sorry for what has happened to one of the other team members, approaches him and inquiries about his condition (see Figure 4.1). The following conversation takes place between Stargirl’s schoolmates.
	(Hart, 2020, 00.51.21 – 00.52.00)
	Stargirl does not hesitate to assist other team members in this scene. Her strong will allows her to go straight to an injured opposing team member. Because of what she did, her friends are skeptical of the incident and do not believe Stargirl is assi...
	Figure 4.2
	Leo and Stargirl talked about what happened on the school competition before, Hart 2020, 00:54:03
	Stargirl Caraway's strong will is revealed when her friend Leo Borlock asks her why she is assisting a member of the opposing team, and Stargirl explains that she thinks it is strange because someone is in pain and no one is there to help (see Figure ...
	(Hart, 2020, 00:54:01 – 00:54:14)
	Individualism is demonstrated by Stargirl's actions in assisting other team members who are not from her school. Emerson says that to become an individual with self–reliance, one must believe in oneself, so the writer believes that Stargirl is qualifi...
	Those who do not believe in themselves cannot make the same decisions as Stargirl because their self-doubt outweighs their will. Stargirl does not live up to her friends' expectations but does live up to her own. While most people believe what she is ...
	4.1.1.2 Being a friend with Leo
	Stargirl is also a great friend to Leo. Leo has often seen Stargirl because her personality differs from his school friends. Still, he has never wanted to get to know her until one day, Stargirl begins a conversation with Leo while Leo and his friends...
	Figure 4.3
	Stargirl starts a conversation with Leo, Hart 2020, 00:51:43
	Figure 4.3 depicts the scene when Stargirl starts the conversation by answering Leo's question, where he does not know Stargirl's name at the time because it is their first encounter with her and they feel foreign to her.
	(Hart, 2020, 00:07:04 – 00:07:43)
	This conversation gives Leo the confidence to approach Stargirl again. They grow closer and closer until they spend time together discussing their lives.
	Figure 4.4
	Stargirl and Leo walks together, Hart 2020, 00:30:55
	Figure 4.4 depicts Stargirl and Leo discussing how Stargirl came to live in Mica, Arizona, and how the two of them live together despite only having a mother.
	(Hart, 2020, 00:30:18 – 00:31:55)
	Stargirl has a strong will, as evidenced by the scene and conversation above. She asks Leo to talk first because Leo doesn’t want to talk to Stargirl, so Stargirl initiates the conversation with Leo. This conversation gives Leo a strong will to get ...
	4.1.2 Originality and Creativity
	4.1.2.1 Stargirl’s outfit
	Emerson's philosophy is also "Insist on yourself; never imitate" (1841, p. 18). Emerson encourages people to be unique in this philosophy. To be original, it is necessary to be honest with others. People who believe in their inner selves will show t...
	To maintain originality and self-reliance, people must first think about themselves, solve their own problems, and do what makes them happy. This is consistent with Emerson's philosophy: "What I must do is all that concerns me, not what the people t...
	"It is easy in the world to live after the world's opinion; it is easy in solitude to live after our own; but the great man is he who keeps the independence of solitude with perfect sweetness in the midst of the crowd," Emerson (1841, p. 5) says .Th...
	Throughout the film, Stargirl dresses differently than her classmates. As an individualist, this demonstrates her originality and creativity. She does not imitate her friends' outfits and is unconcerned about what her friends think of the outfits sh...
	Figure 4.5
	Stargirl’s first appearance in the movie, Hart 2020, 00:06:08
	Figure 4.5 depicts Stargirl in a colorful dress outfit with a flower in the middle of her shirt, striped trousers with straps around her top, and a pink hat. Stargirl's outfit demonstrates that she is distinct from her friends. She has a personality...
	Figure 4.6
	Stargirl and her school friends, Hart 2020, 00:12:55
	Figure 4.6 depicts Stargirl and her friends attending a meeting with their school principal, who is announcing information about the activities their school will be carrying out at the time. Stargirl is seen wearing clothing that differs from that o...
	Figure 4.7
	Stargirl in her cheer uniform, Hart 2020, 00:25:43
	Figure 4.7 shows Stargirl singing with her cheerleader friends to support their competing school team. Stargirl's cheerleader uniform, which is different from her other friends, is shown in this scene. She is dressed in clothes with sequins all over...
	4.1.2.2 Stargirl talks to Leo after the speech competition
	Stargirl has won a speech competition at her school and is entrusted with a higher-level speech competition in Tucson. Mr. Robineau, a teacher at Stargirl's school, is currently charged with accompanying Stargirl to the speech contest. Leo also help...
	Figure 4.8
	Stargirl and Leo talks about what just happened, Hart 2020, 01:15:08
	Here's what Stargirl and Leo were talking about after Ms. Sutters and Mr. Robineau left them both.
	(Hart, 2020, 01:14:30 – 01:15:37)
	Stargirl clarifies to Leo in the preceding discussion that it was not Susan who spoke in the speech competition but herself as Stargirl. Susan is her actual name, but she feels more at ease as Stargirl because she doesn't have to imitate other peopl...
	4.1.3 Stand on my own two feet
	According to Emerson, the key to standing on my own two feet is also the persistence to believe that seeking one's own way is not a selfish thing to do, but rather demonstrates how true one can be to one's own intentions. Emerson stated
	I will seek my own. I do this not selfishly, but humbly and truly. It is like your interest, and mine, and all men, however as long as we have dwelt in lies, it is to live in truth. Does this sound harsh to-day? You will soon love what is dictated by...
	The writer interprets that Emerson defines a good person as someone who seeks her/his own way humbly and not selfishly. Other people cannot sacrifice themselves to make other people happy, so in order to achieve it, one must do something for oneself....
	4.1.3.1 Stargirl takes action for what she did after the American football match
	Stargirl is labeled a traitor by her classmates after assisting another school team member during an American football game. Leo is the only person who supported Stargirl at the time, while the others avoided her. Stargirl finally asks Leo to assist...
	Figure 4.9
	Everyone looks disappoints with Stargirl, Hart 2020, 00:57:40
	Figure 4.9 shows Stargirl's school friends being disappointed and wondering why she still comes to school after what she did at the American football game the last time. Stargirl is walking with Leo then, and he tries to keep her calm by walking bes...
	(Hart, 2020, 00:57:38 - 00:57:51)
	After her classmate’s question why, she is still coming to school, Stargirl and Leo have a private conversation in the school hallways in which Stargirl asks Leo to assist her in explaining everything that happened by asking Kevin to invite her to t...
	Figure 4.10
	Stargirl asks Leo to talk to Kevin so she can explain everything, Hart 2020, 00:57:53
	Stargirl tries to persuade Leo that she can explain what she did in the previous match by appearing as a guest on the Hot Seat show, but Leo is skeptical. Stargirl tries to persuade Leo that everyone will get it. The following is Stargirl and Leo's ...
	(Hart, 2020, 00:57:53 – 00:58:15)
	Following Stargirl's request for help, Leo goes to meet Kevin, Tess, and Benny in order to invite Stargirl to the Hot Seat show. Here's what Leo, Kevin, Tess, and Benny are talking about:
	(Hart, 2020, 00:59:55 – 01:00:22)
	According to the dialogue above, Kevin agrees with the request because their school friends need an explanation about what Stargirl is doing, and he believes it will draw a large number of people to his show to hear directly why Stargirl helps one o...
	Figure 4.11
	Stargirl comes to Hot Seat show, Hart 2020, 01:00:34
	Figure 4.11 depicts Stargirl being interviewed by Kevin about herself and how she can assist injured members of the opposing team. Many people came to see Stargirl's explanation as the show began. Here's what Stargirl and Kevin are talking about:
	(Hart, 2020, 01:00:32 – 01:02:44)
	Stargirl explains what happened in the dialogue above, but her pals still believe that what she did was terrible because she was assisting a team from another school rather than her own. She thinks she can explain what happened and hopes all her clas...
	4.1.3.2 Dare to say sorry to Hillary
	When Stargirl appeared as a guest on the Hot Seat show, Hillary inquired about her brother's bike, which Stargirl had hidden near the entrance to Hillary's house. At the time, Stargirl intends to return Hillary's brother's bike to the thrift store, ...
	(Hart, 2020, 01:02:45 – 01:03:58)
	Stargirl has no intention of hurting Hillary's family, particularly her brother, by returning the bicycle she has purchased from a thrift shop and leaving it on Hillary's doorstep. Stargirl believes her actions will make Hillary's brother happy that...
	Figure 4.12
	Stargirl says sorry to Hillary for what she did, Hart 2020, 01:28:25
	Stargirl doesn’t have time to apologize to Hillary until the Winter Ball when she comes to the event and apologizes to her. Her classmates witness the incident after they are finished dancing together. The following conversation takes place at the W...
	(Hart, 2020, 01:28:24 – 01:28:53)
	Stargirl attempts to apologize to Hillary in the chat above for her deeds that have harmed Hillary and her family. She dared to apologize to Hillary even though Hillary doesn’t say anything, but Stargirl does so confidently. This demonstrates Stargi...
	Aside from the three points above that demonstrate self-reliance, two points demonstrate self-confidence. The first is a perceived competence, while the second is a lack of anxiety. The following is a study of qualities of self – confidence that dem...
	4.2 Self – Confidence
	4.2.1 Perceived Competence
	The first aspect of self – confidence is perceived competence. "The power which resides in him is new in nature, and none but he knows what that is which he can do, nor does he know until he has tried" (Emerson, 1841, p. 2). Emerson argues in this qu...
	In the movie, Stargirl Caraway is always confident in what she is doing. She has a broad imagination, which she continues to expand when entering a speech competition at her school. At the moment, she had to compete against Kevin, Leo's best friend, w...
	Figure 4.13
	Stargirl tells Kevin that she also joins the speech competition, Hart 2020, 00:29:36
	When Stargirl invites Leo and his friends to eat with them, she originally informs Kevin that she has also joined up for the speech contest (see Figure 4.13). Here is the conversation between Stargirl and Leo and his friends is shown below.
	(Hart, 2020, 00:29:14 – 00:29:38)
	In the preceding line, Kevin says, "I'm aware, " because he knows Stargirl will join the speech contest and become Kevin's new opponent. This is because Stargirl feels that she has competence in this contest and feels confident in herself, which mak...
	Figure 4.14
	Stargirl wins the speech competition, Hart 2020, 00:36:27
	On the competition day, Stargirl, Kevin, and several other students must give a speech in front of their school's students. When the competition is over, Mr. Robineau announces that Stargirl is the speech contest winner (see Figure 4.14) and will re...
	Finally, Stargirl, Leo, and Mr. Robineau go to Tucson to compete in a speech competition. When it was Stargirl's turn to speak, she halted, and there was silence. She then removes her shoes and resumes her monologue. The conversation below is where ...
	(Hart, 2020, 01:08:56 – 01:12:50)
	After delivering the speech, Stargirl ultimately takes home the winning trophy for her speech competition in the Southwest Regional Speech Competition.
	Figure 4.15
	Stargirl gives the trophy to Ms. Sutters, Hart 2020, 01:13:16
	Stargirl presented the trophy to Ms. Sutters, the principal of Stargirl School, as soon as she arrived (see Figure 4.15). Ms. Sutters quickly placed the trophy in a dedicated cabinet for displaying trophies. Stargirl Caraway demonstrates tremendous ...
	4.2.2 A Lack of Anxiety
	A lack of anxiety is the second characteristic of self – confidence. In his article, Emerson writes, "Trust thyself: every heart vibrates to that iron string" (1841, p. 2). Individualists must believe in themselves in order for confidence to overcome ...
	Stargirl Caraway, the film's lead character, is regarded as fearless. She is always confident, and she is never anxious or fearful of anything because of her confidence.
	Figure 4.16
	Stargirl sings in front of her schoolmates, Hart 2020, 00:17:33
	One example is when she unexpectedly begins singing in the middle of the field to encourage her friends to compete in American football (see Figure 4.16). The match is still going on at the moment, and it eventually comes to a halt to rest. A marchi...
	(Hart, 2020, 00:15:42 – 00:18:43)
	Stargirl Caraway has no fear, as evidenced by the dialogue above. She showed her self – confidence by singing a song entitled Be True to Your School, which finally got her classmates enthusiastic about the competition. This demonstrates that Stargirl ...
	CHAPTER 5
	CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTIONS
	5.1 Conclusion
	After the writer analyzes and interprets his actions and statements in Stargirl, it can be concluded that Stargirl Caraway has proven the characteristics of an individualist which are self-reliance and self-confidence in Emerson's theory. The charac...
	First, to follow her own will or beliefs, Stargirl introduced herself to Leo Borlock when he didn't dare to make her acquaintance and they became good friends. Stargirl also volunteered to help an injured member of the opposing team during an Americ...
	Second, Stargirl shows her originality and creativity through the way she dresses. She always wears clothes that are different from most of her friends. Stargirl also told Leo that she was Stargirl not Susan. This explains that she has originality a...
	Third, Stargirl solved her own problem which at the time happened to her while helping one of the opposing team members by making a clarification at the Hot Seat show. She also had the courage to apologize to Hillary for the actions she made that ma...
	Fourth, Stargirl showed her competence by participating in a speech competition organized by her school. She had to fight against some of her schoolmates and managed to become first place and take her to the regional level and win the championship. ...
	Fifth, Stargirl shows that she is fearless by appearing in the middle of the field before the American football game starts. This aims to encourage the team from her school so that they can win and enter the next round. From this incident, Stargirl sh...
	5.2 Suggestions
	The theme on individualism is an interesting one to discuss. This research found that a person's individualism can be determined by analyzing and describing the kinds of behaviors and speeches performed of the Stargirl Caraway’s character to show the ...
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