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To begin with, let’s watch this trailer. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FXNm6SJnlRw

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FXNm6SJnlRw


“Any kind of motion picture; a series of shots 

edited together” 

(Kuhn and Westwell, 2012, p. 160).

“A narrative told artistically through 

sound and image that builds to a climax 

and culminates in resolution” 

(Dick, 1998, p. 2).

But, if what you mean is FEATURE FILM or 
MOVIE …

“A full-length film intended for the 

theatrical exhibition” 

(Kuhn and Westwell, 2012, p. 155).

Film is an audio-visual 

medium.

seen and heard at the same 

time (Dick, 1998; Brown, 2012)

Film has some functions.

discovery, communication, 

non-representative art 

expressions, and pure 

entertainment (Mercer, 

1953; Bordwell, 2013)

Film has various genres 

(film taxonomy – fiction 

and non-fiction).

Each genre is unique 

(Nichols, 2010; Grant, 2012; 

Nelmes, 2012).

Film = video! 

Video – “a system for 
recording, reproducing, and 
viewing moving visual 
images” (Kuhn and 
Westwell, 2012, p. 444).

A film must have a 
narrative plot (just like a 
movie).

A film must creatively tell something but not 
always in a narrative plot 
(Bazin 2005; Nichols, 2010; Bordwell, 2013).

The 
Definition 
(s) of Film

Three Points 
of Departure

The 
Common 

Misconcept
ions about 

Film

The 
Nature of 

Film



Basic Steps to Analyze Film

Know what motivates 
you to analyze 
the film

2

Do close “reading” and take 
notes (2nd observation)3

Identify and analyze 
selected shots and scenes 4

“Read” (not watch!) 
the film (1st observation) 
and take notes

1 5Write the analysis

file:///D:/File Kerja/2-Penelitian/Speakers at conferences, workshops, etc/Studium Generale/A Sample of  a Film Analysis Paper.pdf


“Read” (not watch!) 
the film (1st observation) 

and take notes

1



“Read” (not watch!) the film 
(1st observation) and take notes1

Why is note-taking 
essential?

“To help us record our observations either 
during or immediately following the 
screening, while our impressions are still 
vivid. If something strikes us write it down”
(Lewis, 2014, p.285). 

“Read” (not watch!) 
the film (1st observation) 

and take notes

1

Jon Lewis – The Distinguished 
Professor of Film Studies and 
University Honors College 
Eminent Professor at Oregon 
State University

https://liberalarts.oregonstate.edu/users/jon-lewis



Know what motivates you 
to analyze a film

2



La La Land (Damien Chazelle, 2016)

What has driven you to do 
a film analysis?

You want to find 
out what gave 
you a certain 

emotional 
response.

and other reasons …

You want to convince 
others that this film is 

worthwhile.

Know what motivates 
you to analyze a film2

The film puzzles you
and you want to understand why.



Why does your motivation in 
doing a film analysis matter?

Motivation will help determine the orientation of your 
analysis: 
1. focusing on the intrinsic elements of a film (textual 

orientation), or
2. furthering your interpretation of a film with a 

particular viewpoint/approach from outside the 
film (contextual orientation) 
(Lewis, 2014; Corrigan 2015)

La La Land (Damien Chazelle, 2016)

Textual orientation Contextual orientation

Close “Reading” 
and Taking Notes

Know what motivates 
you to analyze a film2



Do close “reading” and take 
notes on the examined film 

(2nd observation)

3



What to observe 
through close 
“reading”?

Examine the Form and Style

Film Text

Film Context

Film Text - “The internal structure and 
organization of any one film; or simply a 
film wherever it is conceptualized as a 
system of meanings” (Kuhn and Westwell, 
2012, p. 179). 

Film Context - Information obtained from 
research about a film’s critical readings 
(Lewis, 2014; Corrigan 2015).

Do close “reading” 
and take notes on the 

examined film 
(2nd observation)

Lewis (2014, p. 12)

A method of observing (not only 
watching, but also listening, and 
thinking) any film to develop our 

critical thought of the film.

3

Do close “reading” and take notes on 
the examined film (2nd observation)3



Examine the 
Form and Style

“The visual and aural shape of a 
film. Form embraces all aspects of 
a film’s construction that can be 
isolated and discussed” (Lewis, 
2014, p.14). 

Form

Style

Editing

Sound

Camerawork

Mise-en-scène
(the “look of the scene”)

Elements of  narrative 
in feature/fiction film

Narrative structures (three-act structure, dual A & B 
narrative structures), plot, story, narrative time, and 
characters (motivation, types,  dialogue & 
narration, movie stars & screen characters) (Lewis, 
2014)

Elements of non-
narrative in non-
fiction film

Visual or aural motifs, abstract
forms, and patterns (Lewis, 2014) 

Setting, lighting, costume and makeup, and 
staging and performance (Bordwell, 2013) 

Camera placement (camera angles), camera movement, 
focus and depth, stock, exposure, and effects (Lewis, 
2014)

Sound and Image (diegetic & non-diegetic sound, on-screen 
and off-screen, synchronous and asynchronous), voice 
recording/track, music (principal music track/score, 
musical accompaniment), and sound effects, sound editing 
and mixing (Lewis, 2014)

Tonal (light-to-dark and dark-to-light) and graphic 
patterns, tempo or rhythm, elliptical editing, montage 
sequence, transition (cut, fade, irish, dissolve, wipe), 
continuity editing, insert and jump cut (Lewis, 2014). 

Do close “reading” and take notes on 
the examined film (2nd observation)3



Examine the Form 
and Style

“The particular or characteristic use 
of formal elements” 
(Lewis, 2014, p. 14). 

“The visual and aural shape of a film. 
Form embraces all aspects of a film’s 
construction that can be isolated and 
discussed” (Lewis, 2014, p.14). 

Form

Style

Types of film’s 
image and sound  

Realistic, classic, and formalistic
(Bordwell, 1998; Lewis, 2014). 

Film’s genre 

Film’s auteur
Director’s body of works
(Lewis, 2014; Corrigan 2015). 

Fiction: westerns, musicals, film noir, 
road movies, melodramas, sci-fi, and so 
forth. Non-fiction: documentaries, 
experimental, educational films, and so 
forth (Langford, 2005; Bordwell, 2013)

Do close “reading” and take notes on 
the examined film (2nd observation)3



01 02 03 04 05 06

“Golden Rule”:
Pay attention not only to the 
story, plot, and characters but 
also to how they are presented by 
the camera.

Pay attention to how the movie 
opens and ends. The first thing 
you see in a movie is the credits. 
What images are shown in these 
credits? How is music used to set 
the mood of the film?

Look for repetitions that cue you into 
what the director thinks is 
important. Is there a recurring song, 
music, camera technique, or special 
effect that adds meaning to the 
film? 

How to “Read” a Feature Film/Movie Intrinsically

Pay attention to how a film is 
edited or how it cuts from shot 
to shot and scene to scene. 

Finally, think about how 
your observations relate 
to the over-arching 
ideas, issues, and
themes of the film. How 
do these particulars 
help your understanding 
of the whole?

Consider the overall mood of the 
film as created by acting, music, 
lighting, sound effects, costumes, 
colors, sets, etc. (mise-en-scene)

Do close “reading” and take notes on 
the examined film (2nd observation)3



Let’s observe the opening scene of Jason Bourne (2016) as an example 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZUAukQsGuQ8

Do close “reading” and take notes on 
the examined film (2nd observation)3

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZUAukQsGuQ8


Let’s observe the final scene of Jason Bourne (2016) as an example 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NSgIGa1PR5Y

Do close “reading” and take notes on 
the examined film (2nd observation)3

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NSgIGa1PR5Y


Let’s observe the editing and camerawork of Jason Bourne (2016) as an 
example https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7yrUNl9d71E

Do close “reading” and take notes on 
the examined film (2nd observation)3

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7yrUNl9d71E


Let’s observe the mise-en-scene of Jason Bourne (2016) as an example 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7uLVIUuEfFY

Do close “reading” and take notes on 
the examined film (2nd observation)3

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7uLVIUuEfFY


Let’s observe the recurring soundtrack theme of Jason Bourne (2016) 
as an example https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5H5ghcxzVH0

Do close “reading” and take notes on 
the examined film (2nd observation)3

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5H5ghcxzVH0


Identify and analyze 
selected shots and 

scenes

4



1. What is your initial, subjective reaction to this scene and why?

2. Do the processes of identification and idealization apply to 

your reading of this scene?

3. Is the film in which you find this scene by design a work of 

entertainment or art? If it is a work of entertainment, what 

aspects of film art can you find? If it is more of an art film, 

what makes it entertaining?

4. See if you can isolate the various aspects of form in the 

scene. 

5. What can you identify in the narrative, mise-en-scène, 

camerawork, sound, and editing?

6. Do some research into the biography and filmography of the 

film’s director. How might his or her biography and 

filmography inform your reading of the film?

(Lewis, 2014, p. 286)

4 Identify and analyze 
selected shots and scenes

Figure 1. Jeff and Kathie framed in the doorway
in Jacques Tourneur’s Out of the Past (1947)

The Technique to Analyze Shot and Scene

Figure 2. Jeff’s former partner Jack calmly approaches
the house in Jacques Tourneur’s Out of the Past (1947)



Beginning of scene, Jeff (Robert Mitchum) and Kathie
(Jane Greer) at a cabin in the woods at night, looking
outside (fig. 1).

• Framing: Off-center two-shot; it’s an unsettling image—they
have been caught, they are trapped. The doorway is a frame
within the frame.

• Camera angle and placement: LA/MS (low-angle medium
shot; we see them from the point of view of someone
outside, someone they see looking at them.

• Acting: He appears mildly surprised. She looks angry.

• Costumes: He is in his detective’s trench coat, and she is
dressed in a snug and stylish suit jacket. His city clothes
look out of place in the country setting. She is the film’s
femme fatale, and she looks the part.

• Editing: An eyeline match reveals Jack Fisher walking up
the driveway.

• Sound: We hear Jeff’s voice-over setting the scene. This
explains why Jack’s arrival is initially viewed as bad news,
and Jack is initially identified as the scene’s villain (and
not—not yet at least—its victim). The scene is otherwise
relatively quiet, with only natural, diegetic sound effects and
no music (Lewis, 2014, p. 286).

The Technique to Analyze Shot and Scene

Figure 1. Jeff and Kathie framed in the doorway in Jacques 
Tourneur’s Out of the Past (1947)

4 Identify and analyze 
selected shots and scenes



Jack Fisher (Steve Brodie) approaches the cabin (fig. 2).

• Camera angle and placement: HA/MLS. We see Jack’s
arrival from Jeff and Kathie’s point of view.

• Acting: The actor appears carefree and nonchalant.
The character Jack Fisher thinks he has the upper
hand.

• Costume: Jack is dressed in black; he is, from our
perspective at this point, the villain in this scene.

The Technique to Analyze Shot and Scene

Figure 2. Jeff’s former partner Jack calmly approaches
the house in Jacques Tourneur’s Out of the Past (1947)

(Lewis, 2014, p. 286)

4 Identify and analyze 
selected shots and scenes



Lewis (2014, p. 300)

Having done shot and scene analysis, we 
need to take the scene analysis to another 
level. Rather than focus on just one key 
moment in the film, the object here is to make 
an interpretive claim that encompasses the 
whole film and to support that claim with a 
close reading of several scenes.

01 02 03 04 05 06

Closing scene 

Scene A 

Scene B 

Scene C 

Opening scene 

4 Identify and analyze 
selected shots and scenes

Identify and analyze 
selected shots and 

scenes

4



Conclusion - Basic Steps to Analyze Film

Know what motivates 
you to analyze 
the film

2

Do close “reading” and take 
notes (2nd observation)3

Identify and analyze 
selected shots and scenes 4

“Read” (not watch!) 
the film (1st observation) 
and take notes

1 5Write the analysis

file:///D:/File Kerja/2-Penelitian/Speakers at conferences, workshops, etc/Studium Generale/A Sample of  a Film Analysis Paper.pdf
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