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 CHAPTER 4 

DATA ANALYSIS 

 

  In this chapter, the researcher answered two questions presented in the problem 

formulation. The first sub-chapter discussed the kinds of Tiwah rituals. The second 

sub-chapter discussed the categories of the Tiwah ritual based on Dhavamony’s theory. 

4.1 The Kinds of The Tiwah Ritual 

  Before discussing the kinds of the Tiwah ritual, the researcher needed to explain 

the description of the Tiwah ritual first. The Tiwah ritual is a part of a funeral in 

Tumbang Tarusan village. Usually, the ritual is performed by Dayakneses who adhere 

to the Hindu Kaharingan religion. The Tiwah ritual is a procession which accompanies 

the spirits to heaven. In an interview, a Hindu Kaharingan teacher, Mr Dubuh, 

mentioned that the Tiwah ritual is the final pillar of the death ritual which accompanies 

the spirits (of the dead) to heaven or God Almighty. When being asked what the ritual 

is, he said that the ritual is "Acara rukun kematian tingkat terakhir mengantarkan arwah 

menuju lewu tatau atau surga atau menuju Tuhan Yang Maha Esa” [It is the final pillar 

of death ritual which delivers the spirits to lewu tatau or heaven or to God Almighty.] 

(An interview on 31 January 2022). Lewu tatau refers to heaven based on Hindu 

Kaharingan religious belief. 

  Another informant, serving as a Pisor (a person who leads the implementation 

of The Tiwah ritual), Mr. Kukun, also supported the idea of the Tiwah ritual as related 

to honoring the ancestors. For him, the Tiwah is bone-digging ritual and a part of the 
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funeral according to the tradition of Dayakneses. Mr. Kukun, pointed out that the Tiwah 

is “Acara menggali tulang-belulang. Tulang arwah digali dari dalam tanah, 

dibersihkan, dan dimasukan ke dalam peti. Kemudian, orang-orang akan menyediakan 

makanan atau sesajen dan hewan-hewan kurban. Setelah semua persiapan sudah 

dilakukan, maka napesan akan dilakukan yaitu memasukan tulang ke dalam 

Pambak.the Tiwah ritual adalah bagian dari pemakaman menurut leluhur orang 

Dayak. Seperti membersihkan tulang belulang arwah.” [The bones of the deceased are 

dug up from the ground, cleaned, and then put into a coffin. Then, people will provide 

food or offerings and sacrificial animals. After all preparation has been set, napesan 

will be held, namely, putting the bones into Pambak. Pambak is the last place where 

the body or the bones of the deceased person placed. Pambak can also be described as 

a place to put the bones of the dead in the form of a small house made of ironwood. 

The Tiwah ritual is a part of a funeral inherited from the ancestors of Dayakneses, and 

it takes form like cleaning the bones of the deceased.] (Interview with Mr. Kukun on 

29 January 2022). 

  The Tiwah ritual can be performed right after the death or several months/years 

after. In this research, the researcher explained the Tiwah ritual which is performed 

several months or years after death. Therefore, this classification is related to the period 

of ritual performance. Here are the three kinds of the Tiwah ritual. 
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4.1.1 The Tiwah Jandau 

  The Tiwah Jandau is a kind of Tiwah ritual which is often performed in 

Tumbang Tarusan village. This ritual is performed for a day. In the Dayak language, 

jandau means a day. Several parties are involved in the performance of the Tiwah ritual. 

The parties are Pisor, the deceased's family members, and guests. Mr Jiji, a Pisor in 

Tumbang Tarusan village, informed that the first party in charge of the Tiwah ritual is 

Pisor. Mr Jiji detailed those getting involved, “Yang pertama adalah Pisor. Setelah itu, 

orang yang merupakan memiliki ritual atau keluarga dari orang yang meninggal. 

Kemudian, para tamu." [The first is Pisor. Then, people who host the ritual or the 

deceased's family members. After that, are the visitors.] (Interview on 31 January 

2022). In addition to the Pisor, the deceased‘s family members, and guests. The other 

party is also involved in the Tiwah ritual such as pendamping the Tiwah. Pendamping 

the Tiwah refers to those who cook for the ritual offerings. In an interview, Mr Dubuh 

pointed out the involvement of pendamping in the ritual. He explained that, “Ada pihak 

lain seperti pendamping yang akan memasak sesajen.” [There is another party such 

pendamping (literally, those who accompany) who will cook offerings] (Interview on 

31 January 2022). The purpose of this Tiwah ritual is to accompany the spirits (of the 

dead) to heaven or God Almighty. When performing the Tiwah Jandau for a person 

who died several months or years ago, excavation must be carried out before the 

deceased person’s bones are put into pambak. Pambak is a place to put the bones of the 

deceased in the form of a small house made of ironwood. This is because when the 
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person died, the Tiwah ritual is not carried out immediately and the deceased’s body is 

buried first.  

  In performing the Tiwah Jandau, people do not build balai tulang. Balai tulang 

is a place to keep the bones that have been dug up, cleaned, and put in a coffin. Balai 

tulang is used as a place to keep the bones of the deceased before they are put into 

pambak. This is because when performing the Tiwah Jandau, excavation of the bone 

from the ground and insertion of the bone into pambak are performed in a day. “Saat 

melaksanakan the Tiwah Jandau maka tidak usah membuat balai tulangnya. Langsung 

menggali tulang dari dalam tanah, langsung hari itu juga diantar ke pambak, dan hari 

itu juga Napesan.” [When performing the Tiwah Jandau, there is no need to build balai 

tulang. Digging bones from the ground directly are delivered to pambak on that day, 

and is done napesan on that day.] (Interview with Mr Kukun on 29 January 2022). 

Balai tulang is a place to put bones that have been dug up, cleaned, and kept in a coffin.  

4.1.2 The Tiwah Telu Andau 

  The Tiwah Telu Andau is a kind of Tiwah ritual which is performed in Tumbang 

Tarusan village. This ritual is performed in three days. In the Dayak language, telu 

andau means three days. Same as the Tiwah Jandau, the participants of the Tiwah Telu 

Andau are also a Pisor, pendamping, the deceased person or people’s family, and 

guests. The purpose of the Tiwah ritual is to accompany the spirits to heaven. In an 

interview, a Hindu Kaharingan teacher, Mr Dubuh, mentioned that the Tiwah ritual is 

the final pillar of the death ritual that accompanies the spirits (of the dead) to heaven 

or God Almighty. When being asked what the ritual is, he said that the ritual is "Acara 
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rukun kematian tingkat terakhir mengantarkan arwah menuju lewu tatau atau surga 

atau menuju Tuhan Yang Maha Esa” [It is the final pillar of death ritual which delivers 

the spirits to lewu tatau or heaven or to God Almighty.] (An interview on 31 January 

2022). Lewu tatau refers to heaven based on Hindu Kaharingan religious belief. In 

contrast to The Tiwah Jandau which is not built balai tulang, in the Tiwah Telu Andau, 

people will build balai tulang. Balai tulang is used as a place to put the bones of the 

deceased before they are put into pambak. In performing the Tiwah Telu Andau, people 

will do ngecen jandau. It means ngecen will be done in a day. This statement is 

supported by Mr. Kukun who said “Kalau the Tiwah Telu Andau, dilakukan ngecen 

jandau.” [If the Tiwah Telu Andau, it will be done ngecen jandau] (Interview with Mr. 

Kukun on 31 January 2022). When performing ngecen, the deceased's families usually 

sit near the bones of their long-deceased relative, which have been put into a coffin. At 

night, some of the deceased's families will spend the night and sleep in balai tulang. 

4.1.3 The Tiwah Uju Andau 

  The Tiwah Uju Andau is a kind of Tiwah ritual performed for seven days. In the  

Dayak language, uju andau means seven days. Like the Tiwah Jandau and the Tiwah 

Telu Andau, the participants of the Tiwah Uju Andau are also a pisor, pendamping, 

deceased person or people’s family, and guests. The purpose of the Tiwah Uju Andau 

is to accompany the spirit to heaven. Same as the Tiwah Telu Andau, in the Tiwah Uju 

Andau, people will build balai tulang. Balai tulang is a place to keep bones that have 

been dug up, cleaned, and put in a coffin. Balai tulang is used as a place to keep the 

bones of the deceased before they are put into pambak. In balai tulang, people will do 
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ngecen. Ngecen is an activity of the deceased’s family, which sits near the bones of 

their long-deceased relative which have been put into a coffin. At night, some of the 

deceased's families will spend the night and sleep in balai tulang. According to one of 

the informants, Mr Kukun, ngecen is an activity where the deceased person's family 

takes care of the deceased’s bones after the bones are dug up and put in a coffin. 

“Ngecen itu menjaga tulang oleh keluarga setelah tulang itu digali, dimasukan ke 

dalam peti, dan diletakan di balai tulang.” [Ngecen is taking care of the deceased's 

bones by the family after the bones are excavated, put in a coffin, and stored in balai 

tulang.] (Interview with Mr Kukun on 29th January 2022). Different from the Tiwah 

Telu Andau, in the Tiwah Uju Andau, people will do ngecen for a week. This statement 

is supported by Mr. Kukun who informed “Kalau the Tiwah Uju Andau, maka 

dilakukan ngecen dari awal selama seminggu.” [If the Tiwah Uju Andau is performed, 

the ritual requires ngecen to be performed for a week]. (Interview with Mr Kukun on 

29 January 2022).  

4.2 The Bases of The Tiwah Ritual's Categories 

  Through research that the researcher did, the researcher found that a ritual can 

be categorized into several categories. In this part, the researcher analyzed the 

categories of the Tiwah ritual based on Davamony’s ritual theories. According to 

Davamony, rituals can be categorized into four categories. The first category is the 

magical act associated with the use of materials that work because of mystical powers. 

The second category is a religious act and a cult of the ancestors. The third category is 

ritual which expresses social relationships and refers to mystical meanings. The fourth 
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category is ritual which increases productivity or strength or purification and 

protection. Dhavamony distinguished ritual acts into four categories. The followings 

are the categorization of The Tiwah ritual based on Dhavamony’s theory. 

  By considering the result of the research conducted, the researcher found proof 

that The Tiwah ritual fulfils the requirements of the four categories. For the first 

category, the Tiwah ritual fulfils the requirements because the Tiwah ritual uses 

mandau as one of the equipment in carrying out the ritual. Mandau is one of the 

Dayakneses' traditional weapons. Some Dayakneses believe that mandau is the place 

where the spirits of their ancestors stay. “Masyarakat suku Dayak mempercayai bahwa 

di dalam mandau bersemayam nenek moyang mereka.” [Dayak people believe that in 

mandau resides their ancestors.] (Widodo et al., 2021, p.499). 

  For the second category, the Tiwah ritual fulfils the requirements since the 

Tiwah ritual is also performed to communicate with the ancestors. “Saat ini dilakukan 

apakah Pisor juga berbicara dengan leluhur? Iya, pisor manawur. Berbicara dengan 

leluhur dan berjanji kepada leluhur tempat meminta tolong.” [When this is performed, 

does Pisor also talk to the ancestors? Yes, he does. Talk to the ancestors and promise 

to the ancestors to ask for help.] (Interview with Mr Kukun on 15 February 2022). 

 For the third category, the Tiwah ritual fulfils the requirements to be categorized as 

a kind of ritual that expresses social relationships and refers to mystical meanings. 

Since the participants of the Tiwah ritual consist of pisor, pendamping, family, and 

guests whether young or old as well as male or female, the Tiwah ritual is proven as a 
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ritual that expresses social relations. The Tiwah ritual a ritual which refers to mystical 

meanings is proven by the use of mystical materials and communication with ancestors.  

  For the fourth category: a ritual that increases productivity or strength or 

purification and protection, the Tiwah ritual only fulfils two aspects, namely increases 

purification and protection. The reason why the Tiwah ritual increases purification is 

that the Tiwah ritual is a procession of delivering the ancestral spirits of relatives who 

have died to the afterlife by purifying the body from the grave to a place called 

Pambak/Sandung. This statement is supported by Sukiada who said the Tiwah ritual is 

a ritual to deliver the body or bones of the deceased to the afterlife by purifying the 

body or bones of the deceased from the ground to the sandung. “Ritual the Tiwah yaitu 

prosesi menghantarkan roh leluhur sanak saudara yang telah meninggal dunia ke alam 

baka dengan cara menyucikan dan memindahkan sisa jasad dari liang kubur menuju 

sebuah tempat yang bernama Sandung.” [The Tiwah ritual is a procession of delivering 

the ancestral spirits of relatives who have died to the afterlife by purifying and moving 

the remains of the bodies from the grave to a place called sandung] (Sukiada, 2019, p. 

68). Then, the ritual increases protection because the participants of the Tiwah ritual 

perform punduk sahur as a part of the ritual to ask for protection from the ancestor. 

When punduk sahur is performed, the pisor speaks and begs the ancestors to keep the 

Tiwah ritual process and the people who carry the Tiwah out for the rest of their lives 

(Interview with Mr Kukun on 29th January 2022). These prove that the Tiwah ritual can 

also be categorized into the fourth category. 
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  Using Sims and Stephens's theory, which talks about low-context and high-

context rituals, "Low-context rituals are less formally designated and usually not 

announced or planned in advance. In contrast, most high-context rituals are very 

stylized and occur at set times for specific, announced purposes." (Sims & Stephens, 

2011, p. 102), the Tiwah ritual is categorized as a high-context ritual. There are two 

reasons why the Tiwah ritual is categorized as a high-context ritual. The first reason is 

the Tiwah ritual occurs at set times for specific.  Before performing the Tiwah ritual, 

the deceased person's family takes about 20 days to 3 months to make a plan for the 

Tiwah implementation. Mr Jiji, one of the informants, stated the deceased person's 

family needs around 20 days to plan for the Tiwah ritual implementation. "Sebelum 

melaksanakan ritual the Tiwah ini, biasanya ada diskusi dulu antara Pisor dan 

keluarga, itu biasanya dilakukan berapa lama sebelum ritual the Tiwah dilakukan? 

Minimalnya berapa? Kalau the Tiwah yang dilakukan tepat setelah kematian itu 

tergantung keluarga karena tiba-tiba dan tidak direncanakan. Kalau ritual the Tiwah 

yang dilakukan untuk orang yang sudah lama meninggal, maka biasanya bisa sekitar 

20 hari sebelum dilaksanakannya the Tiwah.” [Before carrying out this Tiwah ritual, 

there is usually a discussion between a pisor and the deceased person's family, how 

long before the Tiwah ritual is carried out? What's the minimum? If the Tiwah ritual is 

done right after death, it depends on the family because it is sudden and unplanned. If 

the Tiwah ritual is carried out for a person who has long died, it can usually be around 

20 days before the Tiwah is carried out.] (Interview with Mr Jiji on 31 January 2022). 

Besides that, Mr Kukun, one of the informants, said discussion time between a pisor 
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and the deceased person's family can be up to 3 months. “Sebelum melaksanakan the 

Tiwah biasanya kan ada rencana untuk melakukan the Tiwah, berapa lama waktu yang 

dibutuhkan untuk merencanakan pelaksanaan ritual the Tiwah? Biasanya rata-rata tiga 

bulan kalau memang the Tiwah berencana.” [Before carrying out the Tiwah there is 

usually a plan to do the Tiwah, how long does it take to plan the implementation of the 

Tiwah ritual? Usually, the average is three months if the Tiwah is planned.] (Interview 

with Mr Kukun on 29 January 2022). In addition, high-context rituals require 

participants to wear particular clothes or accessories. “In high-context rituals, there are 

likely to be particular dress codes participants must follow, and/or designated 

ceremonial clothing or jewellery they must wear.” (Sims & Stephens, 2011, p. 103). 

Like high-context rituals, the Tiwah ritual also requires its participants to wear 

particular accessories. When performing the Tiwah ritual, a pisor and the deceased 

person’s family wear lawung, manas bracelet, and lilis lamiang necklace. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


