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CHAPTER 4 

DATA ANALYSIS 

 

This chapter contains the analysis of the film La La Land by focusing on its 

colors as the key elements in expressing emotional feelings. The identification 

consists of identifying the basic color qualities. They are hue, chroma, warm and cool 

as well as value. The identification of the basic color qualities follows the structure of 

the film. In other words, the basic color qualities in important scenes of the film 

structure are then analyzed.  

The five-act structure is developed from Freytag’s theory. Gustav Freytag (in 

Camm et al., 2021, p. 308), a German journalist and writer, described the classical 

five-act structure of plays in the shape of a pyramid, and he attributed a particular 

function to each of the five acts. They are the introduction, rising action, climax and 

turning, falling action, and resolution. Following are the result of data analysis based 

on the five-act structures and compared with the instrument of hue, chroma, warm 

and cool as well as value.  
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4.1  Plot Progression 

4.1.1. Exposition 

The exposition is the first part to introduces the background of the characters 

and the problem of the film. The exposition shows the main characters, Mia and 

Sebastian. Mia is the protagonist who has the problem of being neglected by 

Sebastian in pursuing her dream to become an actress. Sebastian is Mia’s boyfriend 

and also the antagonist in the film. He has a dream of running a jazz club. The 

conflict between them grows out of their inability to support each other in their 

romantic relationship. The supporting characters are Laura (Sebastian’s sister), Keith 

(Sebastian’s friend, Greg (Mia’s ex-boyfriend), Tracy and Alexis (Mia’s friend), Bill 

(the manager of a restaurant), and David (Mia’s husband). 

The important scenes in this exposition that can explain the significance of 

film color to dramatize the plot of the film narrative are the audition room scene, 

going to the party scene, and the restaurant scene. These scenes are important because 

they help build the progress of the plot concerning the main characters who want to 

pursue their dreams. The film color analysis of these scenes is as follows. 

1) The First Audition Scene in the Audition Room  

Mia arrives at the audition room with unsettled feelings, because the white 

shirt that she was supposed to wear in the audition was stained by a coffee spill 
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and she needs to cover it with her jacket. Mia covers her white shirt with a blue 

jacket and still going to the audition.  

 

Figure 4.1. Mia is telephoning for an audition (Chazelle, 2016)  

In terms of color analysis, figure 4.1. above consists of five colors dominated 

by blue hue. They are peacock blue 32.90%, air force blue 23.30%, Baltic sea 

20.30%, submerge 13.10%, pastel brown 10.40% 

 (Krzywinski, 2022b). Regarding the chroma 

(saturation), the scene shows that the color of the scene is vivid. The scene is 

categorized as cool color because of the dominance of blue. The scene is displayed 

bright as the high intensity of value. Value is the level of lightness or darkness of a 

color (Branigan, 2018, p. 124).  

The color blue in the scene represents the calmness that Mia tries to perform 

during the audition. According to Hellerman (2019, p. 14), blue is associated with 

calmness. In this scene, blue represents calmness of Mia despite all the troubles 

she encounters such as the interruption during the audition, and her effort to 

control her thoughts during the audition. In this scene, there is also the symbol of 
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transition from innocence (white shirt) which is then covered up by confidence 

(blue jacket). It shows that Mia still has the confidence to join the casting 

(Chazelle, 2016).  

Brown (2012) states that in terms of visual storytelling, “light and color are 

part of key elements in visual storytelling that can reach viewers at some emotion 

level” (p. 69). There is one scene in the audition room where all frames are 

dominated by blue color. Following is the result of the identification using the 

color analysis: 

 

Figure 4.2. Hue analysis of Mia’s telephoning for the audition scene (Krzywinski, 

2022b)  

Figure 4.1. previously shows the scene is clustered into five colors as 

indicated in figure 4.2 above. The color with the biggest number of pixels is called 

peacock blue. That color consists of a combination of RGB with numbers as 

above, Red 33; Green 108; and Blue 154. With the high amount of B, this 
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combination forms a blue color as we can see in the scene. Other colors in that 

scene are also dominated by the high value of B so blue is seen as a dominant 

color there. The blue color visually gives the emotion of calmness that Mia tried to 

keep during the audition. 

 

2) Mia is Going to The Party 

Returning from the unpleasant audition, Tracy and Alexis (Mia’s roommates) 

are ready to go to a party. They ask Mia to join them, but Mia has no desire to join 

the party as she is still deeply sad because of her failure in the audition. 

Nevertheless, Mia finally agrees to join them in going to the party.  

 

Figure 4.3. Mia is going to the party (Chazelle, 2016) 

In terms of hue analysis, figure 4.3. above consists of five colors dominated 

by brown hue. They are 49.70% of dark brown hue, 28.20% of green wood, 7.10% 

of lavender purple, and blue grey 6%  

(Krzywinski, 2022i). Regarding the chroma (saturation), the scene shows that the 

color of the scene is washed out. The scene is categorized as warm color because 
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of the dominance of brown. The scene is displayed bright as the high intensity of 

the value.  

According to Hellerman (2019, p. 14), brown is associated with comfort. In 

this scene, there is also Mia wearing a blue dress which is associated with 

confidence. The brown color in this scene represents comfort because Mia finally 

accepts the result from her last audition and chooses to spend the night with her 

friends at a party. The blue dress in this scene is successful to describe Mia’s 

feeling of acceptance that she started to build her confidence again when she 

decides to go out to the party (Chazelle, 2016). .  

3) The Meeting of Mia and Sebastian in a Restaurant 

Mia enters a restaurant where Sebastian is playing a piano performance in 

there. She sees Sebastian playing the piano, and is deeply impressed with his 

performance. Yet, Sebastian ironically feels depressed because of his performance. 

He thinks that he plays something that is against his will just to get people’s 

attention. Amid this depressed feeling, Sebastian stops playing piano, gets off the 

stage, and incidentally encounters Mia. He remembers the time he sees her for the 

first time. 
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Figure 4.4. Mia sees Sebastian (Chazelle, 2016) 

 

Figure 4.5. Sebastian sees Mia (Chazelle, 2016) 

In terms of color analysis, figure 4.4 and figure 4.5 above consist of five 

colors dominated by black hue. On figure 4.4 they are 68.95% of black grey, black 

brown 12.74%, wood brown 7.16%, and 4.11% of cinnamon copper 

(Krzywinski, 2022j). While on figure 4.5 

there are 47.47% of black grey, 21.26% of black brown, 9.37% of tan brown, and 

2.84% of kalgoorie sands (Krzywinski, 2022a). 

Regarding the chroma (saturation) of both scenes, the scenes show that the color is 

vivid. The temperature is categorized as cool because of the dominance of black. 

Both scenes are displayed dark as the low intensity of value. 

According to Hellerman (2019, p. 14), black is associated with unhappiness 

and mystery, brown lighting color is associated with sensation. In both scenes 

black dominates the color, it represents unhappiness in both Mia and Sebastian. 

The moment their eyes meet, Sebastian is upset because the songs that he plays got 

him fired. When Mia sees Sebastian, she remembers the time she memorizes her 

failed audition on the highway where she first sees him. The black color in the 
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background highlights Mia and Sebastian; it brings a mysterious atmosphere as if 

they are meant to be something from then on and the brown lighting color 

describes the sensation that they feel (Chazelle, 2016). 

As has been described above, in exposition, the scene that has the highest 

level of value is the scene in the audition room where the room is dominated by blue 

color. With such value, the scene looks really bright and eye-catching. The lowest 

level of values happens to be shown in the restaurant scene. This scene demonstrates 

the first encounter between Sebastian and Mia. The low value of this scene is 

indicated by the dark-romantic nuance in the restaurant helping the audience to feel a 

sense of intimacy in it.  

Exposition is dominated by bright colors, especially blue. The use of these 

bright colors is to build the emotions of the audience's enthusiasm to be interested in 

the film starting from the first minutes. build the audience's enthusiasm to be 

interested in the film starting from the first minutes. While the blue color is 

associated with calm as the initial introduction of the film before the start of the 

problems. 

 

4.1.2. Rising Action 

The rising action is the part where the story builds towards the climax. This 

stage is about Mia and Sebastian who finally get acquainted and have a relationship. 
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They mutually support each other's ambitions, but along with the process of 

achieving their goals, their relationship seems to be starting to drift apart. 

The important scenes in this rising action that can explain the significance of 

film color to dramatize the plot of the film narrative are dancing on the hill scene, 

walking down to the street scene, and running through the night street scene. These 

scenes are important because they help build the progress of the plot concerning the 

main characters' relationships. The film color analysis of these scenes is as follows.  

1) Mia and Sebastian Spend the Night Dancing in The Hill 

At the end of the party, Sebastian and Mia are reunited because of an 

unpleasant situation. They walk down the street to find Mia’s car. They get into 

more intense conversations. In their search for Mia’s car, they keep going to a 

bench on the hill and end up dancing and singing in the beautiful rhythm. 

 

Figure 4.6. Mia and Sebastian dancing on the hills (Chazelle, 2016) 

In terms of color analysis, figure 4.6 above consists of five colors dominated 

by blue hue. They are black blue 39.37%, 32.84% yankees blue, 13.47% governor 

twilight, la ooh 8.74%, and brown yellow 5.58%
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(Krzywinski, 2022k). Regarding the chroma 

(saturation), the scene shows that the color of the scene is washed out. The scenes 

are categorized as cool because of the dominance of blue. The scene is displayed 

bright as the high intensity of value.  

According to Hellerman (2019, p. 14),  blue is associated with harmony. The 

color blue in this scene means harmony as Mia and Sebastian spend the time 

dancing until the sun rises as well as they harmonize their movement while 

dancing. As one of the main events in the film narrative, this dancing scene brings 

the audience to feel the harmony of the dancing, the bubbling excitement from 

both Mia and Sebastian, as well as the fantasy that they wished for (Chazelle, 

2016). Under the blue and purple sky, it shows the feeling of fantasy and 

excitement. Mia’s yellow dress looks obvious, showing the joy around them 

(Hellerman, 2019, p. 14).  

In terms of visual storytelling, one of the most eye-catching and unforgettable 

visuals is when Mia and Sebastian dance on the hills. Following is the result of the 

identification using color analysis: 
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Figure 4.7. Hue analysis of Mia and Sebastian are dancing on the hills (Krzywinski, 

2022k)  

Figure 4.6. shows the scene clustered into five colors as indicated in figure 4.7 

above. The color with the biggest number of pixels is called very dark azure. That 

color consists of a combination of RGB with numbers as above, Red 17; Green 22; 

and Blue 30. With the high amount of B, this combination forms a dark blue color 

as we can see in the scene. The blue color visually gives the emotion of harmony, 

as the actor and the actress are dancing to the beautiful rhythms on the hill. 

2) Mia and Sebastian Walk around Shooting set Street  

Mia works her shift while a lady complains about her order and Mia has no 

idea to handle the situation. Then Sebastian runs to her and distracts Mia from the 

customer and explains that he is trespassing and needs to get somewhere before 

the security gets him. Mia calls it a day for her work and walks out of the coffee 

shop and walks around the streets with Sebastian. Along the way, they talk about 

their personal life, especially Mia’s. They walk past in the middle of the shooting 

scene and keep talking about their personal life. Mia tells Sebastian about her prior 

education and her dreams to be a well-known actress.  
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Figure 4.8. Mia and Sebastian are walking down the street (Chazelle, 2016)  

In terms of color analysis, figure 4.8. above consists of five colors dominated 

by blue hue. They are azure grey 24%, wine black 21.05%, pearl shady 20.21%, 

tomahawk brown 19.16%, and weathered grey 15.58% 

 (Krzywinski, 2022l). Regarding the chroma 

(saturation), the scene shows that the color of the scene is pale. The scene is 

categorized as cool color because of the dominance of blue. The scene is displayed 

bright as the high intensity of value.   

According to Hellerman (2019, p. 14), blue is also associated with unity. In 

this scene, grey that is built from a blue color base represents a peaceful nuance 

and unity as the conversation between Mia and Sebastian goes on while they are 

walking around and build deeper connections as they open up about themselves. 

Both of them are wearing white shirts and it also shows the purity of their 

conversation that builds their romance (Chazelle, 2016).  

3) Mia is Running through a Night Street 
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Mia is going on a date with Greg, her boyfriend. He invites her to a restaurant 

for dinner with his family. But at the restaurant, Mia feels uncomfortable with 

their conversation because she feels belittled so she wants to leave the restaurant. 

After deciding to leave the restaurant, Mia is rushing to the theatre in a hurry but 

she walks fast with excitement to see Sebastian.  

 

Figure 4.9. Mia is running down the street (Chazelle, 2016)  

In terms of color analysis, figure 4.9. above consists of five colors dominated 

by black hue. They are black grey 54.70%, blue violet 28.80%, wicked blue 

8.20%, wood green 7.60%, and blue grey 0.60% 

(Krzywinski, 2022m). Regarding the chroma 

(saturation) the scene shows that the color of the scene is pale. The temperature is 

categorized as cool color because of the dominance of black. The scene is 

displayed dark as the low intensity of value. 

According to Hellerman (2019, p. 14), black is associated with depth. The 

color black in this scene means the depth of Mia’s feelings towards Sebastian 
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because she did not hesitate to run in the cold night in her dress and her high heels 

(Chazelle, 2016).  

As what has been described above, in the rising action, the scene that has the 

highest level of value is the scene when Mia and Sebastian are out of the coffee shop 

and walking down the street. The scene looks very bright and clean, like the 

beginning of something good. The low value is on the scene when Sebastian waits for 

Mia in front of the cinema and Mia runs from the restaurant to meet Sebastian. The 

scene looks like a very dark cold night and brings the audience to feel the desire of 

Mia and Sebastian. 

Rising action section is dominated by blue which is associated with harmony 

and unity. Where in this stage, the two main characters begin to be united to create a 

pleasant harmony and unity described through the dominance of the blue color. 

 

4.1.3. Climax and Turning Point 

This part is divided into two: climax and turning point. 

a. Climax 

The climax of the film is where the problem and tension of Mia and 

Sebastian's relationship are at their culmination. As Mia and Sebastian happily 

enjoy their time together through the summer, turbulence in their relationship 

begins when Mia and Sebastian pursue their own dreams and neglect each other. 
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The important scene in this climax that can explain the significance of film 

color to dramatize the plot of the film is in the street outside the theatre scene. This 

scene is important because it helps build the progress of the plot concerning the 

main characters' relationship and their problems. The film color analysis of this 

scene is as follows. 

 

1) Street Outside the Theatre  

On the street outside the theatre, Sebastian gets there after Mia finished her 

show. He really missed the whole show. Sebastian tries to talk with Mia when she 

walks out of the theatre but she does not want to hear anything from him. She 

avoids Sebastian and leaves Sebastian there. She said that she wants to go home.  

 

Figure 4.10. Sebastian catches Mia leaving her Show (Chazelle, 2016)  

In terms of color analysis, figure 4.10 above consists of five colors dominated 

by hue of purple and a glimpse of blue and red with 35.67% of montana, 33.44% 

of rose violet, 16.44% of scarlet purple, 7.67% of encore mayhem, and 6.78% of 

shipshape blue (Krzywinski, 2022n). Regarding 
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the chroma (saturation), the scene shows that the color of the scene is vivid. The 

scene is categorized as cool color because of the dominance of purple. The scene 

is displayed as dark as the low intensity of value. 

According to Hellerman (2019, p. 14), purple is associated with sensitivity. 

According to studiobinder, blue is associated with melancholy. The purple in this 

scene represents the sensitivity of both Mia and Sebastian because Mia thinks that 

Sebastian disappoints her for not coming, while Sebastian explains to Mia that he 

cannot turn down his band (Chazelle, 2016).   

In terms of visual storytelling, this is the scene where Mia and Sebastian are 

having an argument in the street in front of the theater.  

 

Figure 4.11. Hue analysis of Sebastian catches Mia leaving her Show (Krzywinski, 

2022n)  
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From figure 4.10 previously, the scene is clustered into five colors as 

indicated in figure 4.11 above. The color with the biggest number of pixels is 

called montana. That color consists of a combination of RGB with numbers as 

above, Red 34; Green 25; and Blue 50. With the high amount of B combined with 

nearly the same amount of R, this combination forms a dark blue color as we can 

see in the scene. The other two colors in that scene are also dominated by a high 

value of B, while the two others are dominated by red. These two colors have 

nearly the same amount of B and R so it forms purple color as can be seen in the 

scene. Purple is a mix of blue and red. Purple visually gives the emotion of 

sensitivity as what is played in the scene. While blue gives a melancholy vibe to 

their argument.  

 

b. Turning Point 

The turning point is a stage where the characters deal with the situation that 

they face in the climax. After having big arguments with Sebastian, Mia chooses 

to retreat from her current life in California. She goes to her parent’s house in 

Nevada, while Sebastian continues his life and the band.  

The important scenes in this turning point that can explain the significance of 

film color to dramatize the plot of the film narrative are Mia’s house in the night 

scene, and Mia’s house in the day scene. These scenes are important because they 



 

 

38 

 

help build the progress of the plot concerning the main characters in achieving 

their dreams. The film color analysis of these scenes is as follows. 

1) Mia and Sebastian have a Discussion in Mia’s Parent’s House at Night 

Sebastian drives all the way down to Mia’s house to deliver the news. He 

arrives at night while everyone is resting and he keeps honking his car until Mia 

comes out. There he tells Mia that she got the role and tries to convince her to take 

the role, while Mia insists that she gives up her dream to be an actress after her last 

performance.  

 

Figure 4.12. Sebastian visits Mia to tell her about the audition (Chazelle, 2016) 

In terms of color analysis, figure 4.12. above consists of five colors dominated 

by black, with 76.42% of black grey, 9.16% of black grey, 5.68% of brown grey, 

and 3.47% of black brown (Krzywinski, 

2022o). Regarding the chroma (saturation), the scene shows that the color of the 

scene is vivid. The scene is categorized as cool color because of the dominance of 

black color. The scene is displayed as dark as the low intensity of value.  
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According to Hellerman (2019, p. 14), black is associated with depth, brown 

is associated with sensation, and blue is associated with melancholy and 

excitement. The black color represents depth because in this scene Sebastian tries 

to convince Mia to take this audition and it shows the depth of his feelings for Mia 

despite they are no longer a couple. The scene shows brown light from the lights 

on the streets that give the sensation of Mia and Sebastian's argumentation about 

the news, not to mention that their relationship is over by the argumentation taking 

place. Mia is wearing a blue shirt which shows Mia’s melancholy mood because 

she gives up on the audition (Chazelle, 2016).  

 

2) Mia and Sebastian on the Way to Audition from Mia’s Parents’ House 

Sebastian takes his word seriously to take Mia for her audition and Mia is 

finally decided to take the audition and play the role.  

 

Figure 4.13. Mia and Sebastian drive off for Mia’s audition (Chazelle, 2016)  

In terms of color analysis, figure 4.13 above consists of five colors dominated 

by brown hue, with 38.74% of brownish cosmonaut, 28.53% of woodburn green, 
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26.74% of dark amber, 12.11% of brown yellow, and 89% of brown white

(Krzywinski, 2022c). Regarding the chroma 

(saturation), the scene shows that the color of the scene is vivid. The scene is 

categorized as warm color because of the dominance of brown. The scene is 

displayed bright as the high intensity of value.  

According to Hellerman (2019, p. 14). brown is associated with comfort. In 

this scene, brown represents comfort because Mia agrees to take the role and goes 

with Sebastian, while both of them still have mutual feelings but they choose not 

to discuss it. The comfort and confidence that both of them show in the dominant 

hue and their blue shirts as they drive for the audition (Chazelle, 2016).  

In terms of visual storytelling, this is a scene when Mia wants to come to the 

audition with Sebastian. That scene is taken place in front of Mia’s house. This is 

the result of the identification using color analysis: 
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Figure 4.14 Hue analysis of Mia and Sebastian drive off for Mia’s audition 

(Krzywinski, 2022c) 

From figure 4.13 previously, the scene is clustered into five colors as 

indicated in figure 4.14 above. The color with the biggest number of pixels is 

called double diesel. That color consists of a combination of RGB with numbers 

above, Red 37; Green 30; and Blue 28. With a high amount of R, this combination 

forms a dark brown color as we can see in the scene. Other colors in that scene are 

also dominated by a high value of R so red is seen as a dominant color there. In the 

previous interpretation, the colors appear to seem brown. This is because the color 

combinations and different color qualities are from brown colors. Yet, as the 

dominant color, red visually gives the emotion of passion and excitement as what 

Mia feels during the audition coming. 

The darkest (lowest value) and brightest (highest value) happen in front of 

Mia’s house. The scene when Sebastian arrived at Mia’s house at night and tells Mia 

about the call has the lowest value which makes the scene looks dark visually. The 

audience can feel Sebastian’s firmness to convince Mia about the audition. In the 

morning, still in front of Mia’s house, Sebastian picks Mia up for the audition. Here is 

the highest value happens. The visualization of the scene looks very bright. The 

audience can feel their new spirit. 

Climax is dominated by purple, while turning point is dominated by brown. 

The purple color in the climax described the sensitivity of the conflict involving the 
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two main characters, Mia and Sebastian, which is the climax of the film. While the 

brown color in the falling action symbolizes comfort to reduce the audience's 

emotions and lead to problem solving in the next stage. 

 

4.1.4. Falling Action 

The falling action refers to the period after the dramatic confrontation of the 

climax. This stage helps deflate the plot's tension and gives the character time to 

unwind after the emotional scene. After being cast for the role, Mia and Sebastian 

talk about their relationship on the hill where they dance together and they decide 

to move forward and continue their own lives. 

The important scenes in this falling action that can explain the significance of 

film color to dramatize the plot of the film narrative are Mia’s audition for a role 

scene, and Mia and Sebastian’s discussion in the hill scene. These scenes are 

important because they help build the progress of the plot concerning the main 

characters’ decisions about their romantic relationship and the way they achieve 

their dreams. The film color analysis of these scenes is as follows. 

1) The Performance of Mia at The Audition Room  

In the audition room, Mia is performing her impromptu acting because the 

script for the role that she is going to play is working. Mia is confident to perform 

her role and for the first time, she is satisfied with her performance in an audition. 
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Figure 4.15. Mia is performing for an audition (Chazelle, 2016)  

In terms of color analysis, figure 4.15 above consists of five colors dominated 

by black hue that is added by some shade and forms a color purple, with 84.56% 

of black grey, 5.56% of purplish rum, 5.44% of indigo violet, 3% of tan brown, 

1.44% of dark chestnut (Krzywinski, 2022d). 

Regarding the chroma (saturation), the scene shows that the color of the scene is 

vivid. The scene is categorized as cool color because of the dominance of black 

and blue. The scene is displayed dark as the low intensity of value.  

According to Hellerman (2019, p. 14), black is associated with power. In this 

scene, the black color means the power that encourages Mia, in contrast with 

Mia’s blue sweater that states her faith and confidence Mia is finally convinced to 

take the audition this time and she can perform her best performance for the role 

(Chazelle, 2016).  

2) The Discussion of Mia and Sebastian  at The Hill 

After finishing the audition, Mia and Sebastian spend the day on the hill 

where they have their first dance. This scene highlights the conversation between 
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Mia and Sebastian regarding their relationship and how things will go. In the 

conversation, they decide to live separately and keep on pursuing each other’s 

dreams. 

 

Figure 4.16 Sebastian and Mia discuss their feelings (Chazelle, 2016)  

In terms of color analysis, figure 4.16 consists of five colors dominated by 

blue hue, with 25.74% of bluish brownish, 19.89% of dark crater, 19.79% of blue 

grey, 17.79% silver tapa, and 15.79% yankees blue 

(Krzywinski, 2022e). Regarding the chroma 

(saturation), the scene shows that the color of the scene is vivid. The scene is 

categorized as cool color because of the dominance of blue. The scene is displayed 

bright as the high intensity of value.  

This scene shows that Mia and Sebastian discuss their relationship in the place 

where they first had romantic sparks in a way that they both understand that they 

cannot be together as they were before. Blue is also associated with melancholy 

(Studiobinder, 2016, p. 5). In this scene blue shows melancholy, because they 

realize that they can no longer be together as a couple and they have to move on 

and live their own lives separately (Chazelle, 2016).  
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In terms of visual storytelling, there is a scene on the hills, where Mia and 

Sebastian finally decide to live their lives separately. This is the result of the 

identification using color analysis: 

 

Figure 4.17. Hue analysis of Mia and Sebastian are having a conversation on the hills 

(Krzywinski, 2022e) 

From figure 4.16 previously, the scene is clustered into five colors as 

indicated in figure 4.17 above. That color consists of a combination of RGB with 

the numbers above, Red 31; Green 24; and Blue 26. With a high amount of R, this 

combination forms a black color with a hint of magenta. The other two colors in 

that scene are also dominated by a high value of R so red is seen as a dominant 

color there. While the rest two colors are dominated by B. In the previous 

interpretation, the colors appear to seem paler blue rather than red. This is because 

of the combination of hue, chroma, and value. Yet, as the dominant color, red 

visually shows the love that Mia and Sebastian have. 
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As what has been described above, in falling action, the scene that has the 

highest level of value is the scene when Mia and Sebastian have a deep talk on the 

hills. The visualization looks so bright. Even though the scene is about their break, 

the audience can feel relief along with their decision. The lowest value is when Mia is 

performing her acting in the audition room because the frame turns dark. The dark 

color is highlighting Mia in the center. The audience can feel that Mia is being the 

center of attention here.  

Falling action section is dominated by blue which is associated with 

melancholy as a form of problem solving, which the two main characters are taking 

the decision to be separated. This blue color also feels calm to cooling down the 

audience after the main problem, leading to resolution. 

 

4.1.5. Resolution 

The resolution at the end of the story of the film La La Land, tells that Mia 

and Sebastian have achieved their respective goals even though they are not 

together anymore. At the very end of the film, Sebastian and Mia meet again and 

throw smiles as a sign of farewell. These are the resolutions of the story. 

The important scenes in this resolution that can explain the significance of 

film color to dramatize the plot of the film narrative are Mia in a coffee shop 

scene, and Sebastian’s jazz club scene. These scenes are important because they 

help build the progress of the plot concerning the main characters’ accidental 
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reunion and depicting the main characters’ success and the afterlife. The film color 

analysis of these scenes is as follows. 

 

1) Mia in a Coffee Shop  

Fast forward to the next five years, Mia is living her life as a celebrity now. 

She walks into the coffee shop to buy some coffee as she herself is the person she 

always dreams of.  

 

Figure 4.18 Mia buys cups of coffee (Chazelle, 2016)  

In terms of color analysis, figure 4.18 above consists of five colors dominated 

by blue with 26.63% bluish charcoal, 26.21% of black grey, 23.58% of winchester 

grey, 14% of triple grey, and 9.58% of tapa grey 

(Krzywinski, 2022f). Regarding the chroma 

(saturation), the scene shows that the color of the scene is pale. The scene is 

categorized as cool color because of the dominance of blue. The scene is displayed 

bright as the high intensity of value.  
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According to Hellerman (2019, p. 14), blue is associated with confidence and 

peace. In this scene, the blue color shows the peace and confidence in Mia’s life 

now as she finally can make her dream come true (Chazelle, 2016). 

 

2) Sebastian’s Jazz Club 

By the end of the performance, Mia realizes that all of those are just her 

imagination and now both Mia and Sebastian are living a different life separately. 

As Mia is leaving, both of them look at each other and finally throw a goodbye 

smile as Mia walks out with her husband and Sebastian stays on the stage. 

 

Figure 4.19. Sebastian sees Mia in his jazz club (Chazelle, 2016)  

 

Figure 4.20. Mia sees Sebastian in his jazz club (Chazelle, 2016)  
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In terms of color analysis, the picture above shows the dominance of blue and 

purple hue, figure 4.19. shows  37.89% of blue violet, 25.58% of point blue, 

25.26% of black blue, 8.84% of barossa chocolate, and 3.42% of zoop blue 

(Krzywinski, 2022h). Figure 4.20. shows 30% of 

blue violet, 24.42% of black blue, 19.79& of rock black, 18.32% of violet, and 

7.47% of point blue  (Krzywinski, 2022g) . 

Regarding the chroma (saturation) the scene shows that the color of the scene is 

vivid. The scene is categorized as cool color because of the dominance of blue. 

The scene is displayed as dark as the low intensity of value.  

According to Hellerman (2019, p. 14), blue is associated with calmness, and 

purple is associated with intimacy. The combination of blue and purple is getting 

more obvious and highlighted. In this scene, the blue color shows calmness 

surrounding them, because the moment Mia sees Sebastian she chooses to enjoy 

the music in peace rather than act uncomfortable. The purple lighting color shows 

intimacy because both of them still have feelings for each other but they choose to 

grow out of it and live their best lives (Chazelle, 2016). 

In terms of visual storytelling, there is one of the most memorable scenes on 

resolution. It is the last smile that Mia and Sebastian throw at each other as an 

unspoken farewell. This is the result of identification using mkweb: 
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Figure 4.21. Hue analysis of Mia and Sebastian’s last goodbye (Krzywinski, 2022h)  

From figure 4.20. previously, the scene is clustered into five colors as 

indicated in figure 4.21 above. The color with the biggest number of pixels is 

called very dark blue. That color consists of a combination of RGB with numbers 

as above, Red 17; Green 13; and Blue 25. With a high amount of B, blue is seen as 

a dominant color there. The blue color visually gives the emotion of calmness. Mia 

and Sebastian meet again in calmness and throw their last smiles 

As has been described above, in resolution, the scene that has the highest level 

of value is the scene where Mia walks into the coffee shop which makes the 

visualization looks bright. It is as bright as Mia’s career; the audience can feel it. On 

the other hand, a low value is used for the scenes that happened in Sebastian's jazz 

club. The visualization looks dark making the attention centered on Mia and 

Sebastian. The audience can feel the intimacy of Mia and Sebastian’s first meeting 

again. Yet, this scene is the time when they finally bid farewell to each other.  
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Resolution is dominated by blue and purple. Blue is associated with calm 

which indicates that the problem is completely resolved. While purple shows that 

there is intimacy between Mia and Sebastian that comes from past relationships that 

will always be a memory between them. 
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	ABSTRACT
	La La Land is a film released in 2016. The film, directed by Damien Chazelle, tells the story of two people who are in love while pursuing each other’s ambitions at the same time. This film vividly makes use of colors to dramatize the film and support...
	ABSTRAK
	La La Land merupakan film yang dirilis pada tahun 2016. Film yang disutradarai oleh Damien Chazelle ini menceritakan tentang kisah dua insan yang terlibat cinta namun tetap mengejar ambisinya masing-masing. Film ini menggunakan warna-warna untuk mendr...
	CHAPTER 1
	INTRODUCTION
	1.1 Background of the Study
	Gomery and Overduin (2011) in Movie History: A Survey states that cinema has undergone a huge transformation since its invention at the end of the 19th century. It began with the silent cinema era around 1895-1927, when films were visually presented i...
	According to Anette Kuhn (2014), a British film scholar, and writer, in a book entitled Dictionary of Film Studies cinematography is a process of capturing movement on film. This process includes the planning and control of lighting and camera during ...
	Color is one of the aesthetic elements in the film. Ivan Magrin-Chagnolleau (2012) an artist and a philosopher from France, states in his article entitled. “The Use of color in Theater and Film”, that colors convey emotions. Colors usually present emo...
	Robert Burgoyne (2012), a film professor at the University of St. Andrews, states that illuminates history. Far from being a rare and specialized technology, various color techniques were applied to film from the very earliest period of filmmaking. Re...
	Furthermore, Edward Branigan (2018), a Director of Graduate Studies and a Professor of Film Studies at the University of California, Santa Barbara, states that color can be used to build a scene and to add dramatic value. Like the use of tints and t...
	In this study, the writer focuses to examine La La Land (Chazelle, 2016) produced by Damien Chazelle because for several reasons. Firstly, the film tells about the passion for pursuing a career that is wrapped in a romantic story. This is the theme ...
	Secondly, La La Land (Chazelle, 2016) is the masterpiece of American director, Damien Chazelle, with a duration of 2 hours and 8 minutes long. The movie premiered in America on December 9th, 2016. La La Land won many prestigious awards in the follow...
	Thirdly, the use of color in the film is special because the film color seems to convey particular emotions and thoughts that further dramatize the plot of the story. A case in point, in the film, is indicated by the scene wherein Mia and Sebastian da...
	Branigan (2018, p. 6) claims that color may have cognitive functions that provoke the feelings of ideas that are attached to habitual ways of talking about being in a world. He also states that one can hear in color the languages used to express how...
	From the description above, the color in La La Land (Chazelle, 2016) has an appeal to be studied, so that it can be known how color visualization conveys the audience to various feelings.
	1.2 Field of the Study
	The field of this research is film studies. Film studies take all aspects of film and cinema, though it is usual to regard the motion picture, or the film text, as the principal starting point for inquiry and commentary (Kuhn & Westwell, 2014, p. 161)...
	1.3 Scope of the Study
	The scope of the study is the visualized color in the examined film. The aspects of this study are hue, value, chroma, warm and cool, and temperature of colors used in La La Land (Chazelle, 2016), a film directed by Damien Chazelle.
	1.4 Research Question
	The main focus of this thesis tries to answer the following research question: how do the aspects of film color, namely hue, chroma, warm and cool as well as value in La La Land (Chazelle, 2016) dramatize the film?
	1.5 Objectives of the Study
	The objective of this research is to analyze the extent of hue, chroma, warm and cool as well as value in La La Land (Chazelle, 2016) to dramatize the film. This means that the aspects of film color play a significant role in better understanding the ...
	1.6 Significance of the Study
	The significance is to provide more information about color in film for the readers and as a reference to recognize the meaning of visualized color in film for future researchers.
	1.7 Definition of Term
	1. Color
	Color is one of the most important tools and not merely because beautiful things start with it. Color affects the viewer in the same way that music or dance does: it reaches people at a gut-emotional level. According to (Brown, 2012, p. 230), color ...
	2. Emotion
	Dewey (as cited Kets, 2018, p. 63) stated that “emotions are qualities, when they are significant, of a complex experience that moves and changes”. According to Shelley & DeWitt (as cited Kets, 2018, p. 63), all of our life experiences can be told thr...
	CHAPTER 2
	REVIEW OF LITERATURE
	This chapter contains an explanation of the theories that are used to analyze the research question. They are visual storytelling and color (hue, chroma, warm and cool, as well as the temperature of color) by Blain Brown (2012). This chapter is theref...
	2.1. Visual Storytelling
	Visual storytelling is the concept where all aspects of the visual image become key elements of storytelling. In the visual storytelling concept, the visual metaphor is one of the most important tools for filmmakers. The visual metaphor is the abili...
	2.1.1. The Nature of Light
	Light is composed of photons, which have the properties of both matter and light. Even Newton recognized that individual photons don’t have “color.” Still, they do have different properties of energy that cause them to interact in different ways wit...
	2.1.2. The Tristimulus
	In the tristimulus theory, most people can tell you that the three primaries are red, green, and blue, but few can say why these, of all colors, are the primaries. The reason lies in the physiology of our eyes. The human retina is filled with two ki...
	2.2 Color
	According to Brown (2012, p. 227), color is one of the most important tools, and not merely because we can do beautiful things with it. Far more fundamental is its power as a communications tool. Color affects the viewer in the same way that ...
	2.2.1. Basic Color Theory
	Paint is based on a subtractive system of color. The primaries are red, blue, and yellow. The mixing of paint removes/subtracts light, all colors mixed would produce a muddy gray-brown, or, theoretically, black. For our purposes, we will be 2...
	2.2.2. Basic Qualities of Color
	Color has four basic qualities: hue, value, chroma, and color temperature. The first three are physical properties and are often called the dimensions of color. The last is a psychological aspect of color. The following figure shows the hue, chroma,...
	Figure 2.1 Hue, Value, and Chroma Measuring Instrument
	Source: Brown (2012, p. 230)
	a. Hue
	A hue is a specific wavelength of light. It is that quality by which we give names to color (i.e., red, yellow, blue, etc.). The hue of a color is simply a definition of its wavelength: its place on the color spectrum. Hue, chroma (saturation), and ...
	b. Value
	Value is the relative lightness or darkness of a colored surface and depends on the illuminance and its reflectivity. According to Branigan (2018, p. 124), there are fewer degrees of saturation for naturally darker hues of low value than lighter hue...
	c.   Chroma
	Chroma, also called intensity or saturation of the color, is the strength of the color, or relative purity of color — its brilliance or dullness (greyness). A color at its lowest possible intensity is said to be neutral. For example, on video camera...
	d. Warm and Cool Colors
	Another aspect of color is temperature. The temperature is the relative warmth or coolness of a hue. This derives from the psychological reaction to color — red or red/orange is the warmest and blue the coolest. Warm versus cool is a subjective desc...
	2.3 Emotional Feelings
	The emotional feelings from the scenes are based on www.studiobinder.com (accessed on February 2022), color can affect the audience emotionally, psychologically, and even physically, often without the audience becoming aware. Color in film can build...
	Jason Hellerman, the writer of Color Theory in Film (2019), has another perspective on colors interpretation as follows:
	a. Red: anger, passion, rage, desire, excitement, energy, speed, strength, power, heat, love, aggression, danger, fire, blood, war, violence
	b. Pink: love, innocence, healthy, happy, content, romantic, charming, playfulness, soft, delicate, feminine
	c. Yellow: wisdom, knowledge, relaxation, joy, happiness, optimism, idealism, imagination, hope, sunshine, summer, dishonesty, cowardice, betrayal, jealousy, covetousness, deceit, illness, hazard
	d. Orange: humor, energy, balance, warmth, enthusiasm, vibrant, expansive, flamboyant
	e. Green: healing, soothing, perseverance, tenacity, self-awareness, proud, unchanging nature, environment, healthy, good luck, renewal, youth, vigor, spring, generosity, fertility, jealousy, inexperience, envy
	f. Blue: faith, spirituality, contentment, loyalty, fulfillment peace, tranquility, calm, stability, harmony, unity, trust, truth, confidence, conservatism, security, cleanliness, order, sky, water, cold, technology, depression
	g. Purple/Violet: erotic, royalty, nobility, spirituality, ceremony, mysterious, transformation, wisdom, enlightenment, cruelty, arrogance, mourning, power, sensitivity, intimacy
	h. Brown: materialistic, sensation, earth, home, outdoors, reliability, comfort, endurance, stability, simplicity
	i. Black: No, power, sexuality, sophistication, formality, elegance, wealth, mystery, fear, anonymity, unhappiness, depth, style, evil, sadness, remorse, anger
	j. White: Yes, protection, love, reverence, purity, simplicity, cleanliness, peace, humility, precision, innocence, youth, birth, winter, snow, good, sterility, marriage (Western cultures), death (Eastern cultures), cold, clinical, sterile
	k. Silver: riches, glamorous, distinguished, earthy, natural, sleek, elegant, high-tech
	l. Gold: precious, riches, extravagance. warm, wealth, prosperity, grandeur
	CHAPTER 3
	METHOD OF DATA COLLECTION AND ANALYSIS
	3.1 Research Design
	The research uses qualitative research to analyze the power of colors that influence the audience in La La Land (Chazelle, 2016). In order to obtain the research question, the researcher collects detailed information using a variety of data collection...
	3.2 Method of Data Collection
	3.2.1 Source
	The data used in this research is a film entitled La La Land (Chazelle, 2016). The obtained details of the object are as follows:
	Type/Genre   : Drama, Musical, Romance, Comedy
	Title    : La La Land
	Director   : Damien Chazelle
	Writer    : Damien Chazelle
	Cinematographer  : Linus Sandgren
	Release Date   : December 9th, 2016 (USA)
	Country of Origin  : USA (United States of America)
	Filming Locations  : Los Angeles, California, USA
	Production Companies : Summit Entertainment, Gilbert Films, Marc Platt Productions, Impostor Pictures, Black Label Media.
	3.2.2 Procedure
	In collecting the data, the researcher has done several steps:
	a. Watching the Movie
	The purpose of watching the movie is to understand the whole story of La La Land and help the researcher to know which part of the plot and the color of the cinematography.
	b. Selecting the Particular Scene
	This procedure is conducted by selecting the important scenes that develop the storyline to be observed so that the research is more focused on the plot.
	c. Observing the Cinematography
	The Observation helps the researcher to analyze the cinematography used in La La Land. The observation is done by focusing on observing one of the cinematography elements which is color. Part of the color that is observed is color qualities which cons...
	d. Identify the Color Using mkweb
	Mkweb stands for Martin Krzywinski Website. It is a website developed by Martin Krzywinski, who is known for his work in bioinformatics, data visualization, and the interface of science and art. The web has a feature called image color summarizer, whi...
	e. Identify the Emotions
	This procedure is done after observing the results of mkweb analysis, by identifying and expressing what emotions arise when seeing the colors presented in the scene and comparing whether it is in accordance with the story on the scene. The interpreta...
	f. Reporting Data
	After all of those procedures starting from watching the film, selecting particular scenes, observing the cinematography, identifying the color level using mkweb, and identifying the emotions, the last step of this research is reporting data.
	3.3 Method of Data Analysis
	This research used qualitative research to analyze the power of colors that influence the audience in La La Land (Chazelle, 2016). The steps that the researcher used in analyzing the data were:
	 Observing the film and selecting the important scenes that develop the story.
	 Identifying the percentage level of hue, chroma, warm and cool in the selected scenes using mkweb color summarizer.
	 Interpreting the percentage level of hue, chroma, warm and cool above using Brown’s theory of basic color qualities.
	 Interpreting the emotional feelings expressed in the selected scenes using the references of studiobinder and No Film School about color in storytelling.
	 Drawing conclusion from the analysis.
	The primary data is from the film (the cinematography) and the secondary data is obtained through journals, the internet, academic article, and academic website.
	CHAPTER 4
	DATA ANALYSIS
	This chapter contains the analysis of the film La La Land by focusing on its colors as the key elements in expressing emotional feelings. The identification consists of identifying the basic color qualities. They are hue, chroma, warm and cool as well...
	The five-act structure is developed from Freytag’s theory. Gustav Freytag (in Camm et al., 2021, p. 308), a German journalist and writer, described the classical five-act structure of plays in the shape of a pyramid, and he attributed a particular fun...
	4.1  Plot Progression
	4.1.1. Exposition
	Figure 4.1. Mia is telephoning for an audition (Chazelle, 2016)
	Figure 4.2. Hue analysis of Mia’s telephoning for the audition scene (Krzywinski, 2022b)
	Figure 4.3. Mia is going to the party (Chazelle, 2016)
	Figure 4.4. Mia sees Sebastian (Chazelle, 2016)
	Figure 4.5. Sebastian sees Mia (Chazelle, 2016)
	4.1.2. Rising Action
	Figure 4.6. Mia and Sebastian dancing on the hills (Chazelle, 2016)
	Figure 4.7. Hue analysis of Mia and Sebastian are dancing on the hills (Krzywinski, 2022k)
	Figure 4.8. Mia and Sebastian are walking down the street (Chazelle, 2016)
	Figure 4.9. Mia is running down the street (Chazelle, 2016)
	4.1.3. Climax and Turning Point
	This part is divided into two: climax and turning point.
	a. Climax
	Figure 4.10. Sebastian catches Mia leaving her Show (Chazelle, 2016)
	Figure 4.11. Hue analysis of Sebastian catches Mia leaving her Show (Krzywinski, 2022n)
	b. Turning Point
	Figure 4.12. Sebastian visits Mia to tell her about the audition (Chazelle, 2016)
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	Figure 4.13. Mia and Sebastian drive off for Mia’s audition (Chazelle, 2016)
	Figure 4.14 Hue analysis of Mia and Sebastian drive off for Mia’s audition (Krzywinski, 2022c)
	4.1.4. Falling Action
	1) The Performance of Mia at The Audition Room
	Figure 4.15. Mia is performing for an audition (Chazelle, 2016)
	2) The Discussion of Mia and Sebastian  at The Hill
	Figure 4.16 Sebastian and Mia discuss their feelings (Chazelle, 2016)
	Figure 4.17. Hue analysis of Mia and Sebastian are having a conversation on the hills (Krzywinski, 2022e)
	4.1.5. Resolution
	1) Mia in a Coffee Shop
	Figure 4.18 Mia buys cups of coffee (Chazelle, 2016)
	2) Sebastian’s Jazz Club
	Figure 4.19. Sebastian sees Mia in his jazz club (Chazelle, 2016)
	Figure 4.20. Mia sees Sebastian in his jazz club (Chazelle, 2016)
	Figure 4.21. Hue analysis of Mia and Sebastian’s last goodbye (Krzywinski, 2022h)
	CHAPTER 5
	CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTIONS
	5.1 Conclusion
	The film La La Land thematically depicts the passion for pursuing a career wrapped in a romantic relationship. It basically talks about ambition in achieving goals. The passion for pursuing a career in the story is expressed through different color to...
	The analysis of color tones is achieved by watching the film and applying Freytag's dramatic structure of La La Land. The structure of the film narrative can be divided into five parts. They are exposition, rising action, climax and turning point, fal...
	In terms of color analysis, there are three findings. The first finding suggests that the colors in each scene are formed from different color qualities. Different hue, chroma, value, as well as warm and cold can express a different dramatic atmospher...
	5.2 Suggestions
	Color is one of the important aspects of cinematography that can have a big influence on the dramatization of a film. Thus, the selection of colors and the elements contained in the colors must be considered in such a way as to support the storyline...
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