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CHAPTER 1 

INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Background of the Study 

 A language is a tool of communication that has an important role in human 

interaction. Many people use language to express their ideas, thoughts, and build 

relationships with their surroundings. Putri (2019) stated two structures which are 

considered in language: internal and external. The internal structure is a structure that 

determines a word by understanding the spelling and breaking down the word into its 

root words, such as phonology (sound) and morphology (morphemes). The external 

structure is a structure that has a relationship between linguistics and other disciplines 

such as sociolinguistics (sociology and linguistics), psycholinguistics (psychology and 

linguistics), and ethnolinguistics (ethnology and linguistics). Out of the numerous 

external structures, Morphology is one of them. 

In morphology, the linguistic style of text impacts people's communication. 

Moreover, the development of the internet, which most people use, has greatly affected 

the changing of the language style, including the words or vocabulary, expressions used, 

and syntactical features. There are two linguistic styles of text that people commonly 

use such as formal and informal styles. The formal style is used in most writing and 

business situations and when speaking to people with whom we do not have close 

relationships (Sheikha & Inkpen, 2012). On the other hand, the informal style is mainly 

for casual conversation, like at home between family members, and is used in writing 
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only when there is a personal or closed relationship, such as with friends and family. 

(Sheikha & Inkpen, 2012). 

Morphology is a study of word and word structure (Archibald & O’Grady, 2016). 

The study of morphology offers important insights into how language works, revealing 

the need for different categories of words, the presence of word-internal structure, and 

the existence of operations that create and modify words in various ways(Archibald & 

O’Grady, 2016). Word formation is one of the studies to analyze the form and structure 

of words. Word formation is the basic study of creating new words used in daily 

communication (Yule, 2010). The process might be from the old words to the new words 

without changing the meaning, or it may create entirely new words. The phenomenon 

of the word formation process can occur in various media such as textbooks, 

advertisements, video cameras, computers, songs, and movies. A movie is an audio-

visual media that people use to learn new words for education, information, and 

entertainment. 

This study aims to analyze the word formation processes in a movie directed by 

Trish Sie, The Sleepover. The Sleepover movie is an action-comedy movie aired on 

Netflix in 2021. This movie is about two siblings, Clancy and Kevin, discovering their 

mother's hidden past. There are a lot of informal words that can be analyzed through a 

process of word formation.      

A previous study on word formation process found that acronym is the most 

commonly used word formation process (Nur’aini et al., 2021; Ratnanila, 2014). In her 
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study, she analyzed word formation process in Black Hawk Down. She found that 

acronym is the most popular word formation processes in the movie script. This study 

focuses on the analysis of word formation processes in The Sleepover. The analysis was 

limited in the discussion of acronym, blending, clipping, and borrowing.  

1.2 Field of the Study 

The field of study is Morphology 

1.3 Scope of the Study 

This study focuses on word formation processes. 

1.4 Research Questions 

Based on the background of the problems, the problems in this research can be 

formulated as follow:  

1. What kind of word formation processes occur in informal words in The 

Sleepover movie? 

1.5 Objectives of the Study 

With regards to the problems mentioned above, the primary purposes of this 

research are:  

1. Identify and classify the word formation processes in informal words in The 

Sleepover.  
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1.6 Significance of the Study 

This study aims to analyze the types of word formation processes in The 

Sleepover movie. The writer hopes that the result of this study will be helpful for readers 

to know more about the informal words in the movie and their word formation processes.  

1.6 Definition of Term 

 

1. Morphology 

Morphology is the branch of linguistics that deals with the internal structure of 

complex words. One of the theories that vary widely in the degree to which words can 

be analyzed into word elements or morphemes (Aronoff, 2011). 

2. Informal Words 

Informal words are mainly for casual conversation, like at home between family 

members, and is used only when there is a personal or closed relationship, such as that 

of friends and family. Some characteristics of this style are short words and a lot of 

word contractions such as “won’t”, abbreviations(Sheikha & Inkpen, 2012). 

3. Borrowing  

Borrowing is a type of word formation process in which words in one language 

are taken from other languages. (Yule, 2017).  

4. Blending  
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Blending is the combination of two separate forms produces a single new term. It 

typically takes only one word's beginning and joins it to the end of the other word  (Yule, 

2010).  

5. Clipping  

Clipping is a word formation process in which a word is deleted in one or some 

parts but still has the same meaning as the uncut one (Yule, 2010).  

6. Acronym  

In acronym, a new word is formed by combining the first letter of each word to 

make an acronym. It is different from a standard acronym because the acronym is read 

as a word  (Yule, 2010).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


