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CHAPTER 1 

INTRODUCTION 

1.1. Background of the Study 

Every ethnic group in Indonesia owns various traditional cultures and one 

of them is in the form of dance. Aceh has Saman dance, Central Java has 

Gambyong dance, Yogyakarta has Bedhaya dance, East Kalimantan has 

Gantar dance, Bali has Kecak dance and many more. Those traditional dances 

become part of a ritual, for instance, Kecak dance in Bali is performed during 

Tiloama ritual; Bedhaya dance in Yogyakarta is part of memorial service for 

the ascension to the king's throne (Tingalan dalem Jumenengan Sunan 

Surakarta), and Gantar dance in Kalimantan is performed during rice planting 

party ceremony. The traditional dances are very well-known that they are 

associated with the culture of their origin and become a so-called the identity 

of the regions. However, not all traditional dances in Indonesia are well-known 

as in the case of the dance usually performed during Barikan Besar Ritual in 

Karimunjawa.  

The information obtained by Riyandari, Andita, and Yuwono (Riyandari et 

al., 2019) on Barikan Besar affirms that Minagara dance is never performed 

anywhere else but during Barikan Besar ritual. Barikan Besar ritual is the 

biggest cultural event in Karimunjawa. Barikan Besar is held in Sura, the first 

month in the Javanese calendar (the month is also called as Muharram in 

Islamic calendar system). On Thursday and Friday of that month the local 

people gather in the city square (alun-alun) to pray for safety, prosperity, and 
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protection from disasters and diseases. They make gigantic cone-shaped yellow 

rice and bring it to the seaside where they cut the top of the cone-shaped yellow 

rice and drift it to the sea as part of the ritual.  

The elders in Karimunjawa claim that Minagara dance is a dance that 

represents Karimunjawa people, especially Karimunjawa women, who 

welcome their fishermen returning home from the sea. Unfortunately, the 

writer only found little information about the dance. Even Ory (2018) who 

wrote about the Barikan Kecil and added some information about Barikan 

Besar cannot provide enough information about this particular dance. Later, 

during the interview with the elders in Karimunjawa (Riyandari et al., 2019), 

the writer obtained information that this dance was created around 2013 and is 

set to represent Karimunjawa’s identity. 

So far, the writer’s observation leads him to think that Minagara dance is 

an invented tradition. The invention of tradition is not something new. 

According to Hobsbawm & Ranger (1992), people invent traditions all the 

time. They give the example of the Christmas Carol Singing in front of King’s 

College, Cambridge that is made a radio program tradition during Christmas in 

England (Hobsbawm & Ranger, 1992). More importantly, they set the criteria 

of the invented tradition. The invented tradition is usually made as a part of the 

ritual that symbolizes certain values and norms, is practiced repeatedly, 

involves the practices that follow certain rules, and usually brings with it, the 

relation to the past. Minagara dance’s invention fit the idea of invented 

tradition proposed by Hobsbawm & Ranger (1992) as the dance is created to 
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be part of Barikan Besar ritual, performed repeatedly since 2013, and believed 

to contain the representation of Karimunjawa people’s as fisherman 

community. Yet, there is little information about the dance and its meaning to 

the society. 

By doing this study, the writer attempts to seek a deeper understanding of 

the Minagara dance, its description and its meaning for the people of 

Karimunjawa. With regard to the meaning, the writer is particularly interested 

in the idea of relating the dance with the identity of Karimunjawa people, as 

claimed by the elders of Karimunjawa. The writer feels that he needs to do this 

research to provide information about Karimunjawa people’s culture, an area 

less searched by scholars.   

Karimunjawa itself is located in Java Sea which is ± 45 sea miles from 

Jepara (Ariyati, Sya 'rani, & Arini, 2007). It is also surrounded by 36 small 

islands. On the south, there are two small islands called Menjangan Besar and 

Mejangan Kecil which are known as two of the most famous and visited islands 

in Karimunjawa archipelago (Ory, 2018). Karimunjawa has many beaches, 

flora and fauna which attract tourists to come and see. There are plenty of 

faunas in Karimunjawa such as shark, hawksbill turtle, green turtle, and 

albartross. The most famous flora is the dewandaru tree. To establish 

Karimunjawa as an attractive tourist destination, the people and the business 

and governmental institutions in Karimunjawa expand to offer not only the 

island’s natural beauty but also its cultural richness.  
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This thesis outlines the development of Minagara dance, focusing on the 

dance movement and costumes. It also addresses the way the dance comes to 

represent Karimunjawa people. Using theories and secondary sources, the 

thesis examines the role of Minagara dance in relation to Karimunjawa’s 

identity.  

1.2. Field of the Study 

The field of this is study is customary folklore. 

1.3. Scope of the Study 

The scope of the study is a Minagara dance of the Karimunjawa people that 

is performed during the Barikan Besar Ritual.  

1.4. Problem Formulation 

The two questions below are what the writer attempts to answer this paper, 

1. What are the movements and costumes of Minagara dance? 

2. How does Minagara dance as an invented tradition represent the 

identity of Karimunjawa people? 

1.5. Objective of the Study  

Based on the questions the writer wants to answer, the objectives of the 

writer are study formulated as: 

1. To provide the description of the movements and costumes in Minagara 

dance.   

2. To reveal the way Minagara dance represents the Karimunjawa people. 



5 
 

1.6. Significance of the Study 

It is expected that this study would inspire the readers, help them to learn, 

realize that Karimunjawa is culturally rich. Minagara dance, one of the folk 

cultures and traditions in Karimunjawa, is the reason why they make it as their 

identity. It is also expected that this thesis can help to promote the culture and 

traditions of the people in Karimunjawa and Indonesian culture in general. 

1.7. Definition of Term 

1. Identity 

Who a person is, or the qualities of a person or group that make them 

different from others (Cambridge dictionaries online, 2020) 

2. Dance 

Dance is a form of physical activity generally recommended for 

maintaining dexterity, muscle tone, and coordination (Sofianidis, Hatzitaki, 

& Douka, 2009). 

3. Dance Movement 

Generally speaking, it is difficult to define the difference between 

movement and dance. Rudolf Von Laban said that we move in order to satisfy 

a need (Angoules, 2017) 

4. Invented Tradition 

Invented tradition is essentially a process of formalization and ritualization, 

characterized by reference to the past, if only by imposing repetition 

(Hobsbawm & Ranger, 1992). 
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