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ABSTRACT 
 

A ritual believed by the Javanese people to remove bad luck and incidents are called 

Ruwatan Sukerta. This study attempts to understand the meaning and the elements 

involved in Ruwatan Sukerta in Yogyakarta. To collect data on this ritual, the 

researcher interviewed the puppeteer and expert of the Javanese  Ruwatan Sukerta 

for Yogyakarta, and some of the participants in the ritual. She also took part in the 

observation of the ritual at the time. The researcher found out that Ruwatan Sukerta 

in Yogyakarta is a traditional ritual that is used to ask for prosperity, and welfare 

which gives an impact for the people of Java, so it is still maintained in Java 

tradition. This ritual research is found also to mostly be performed by Javanese 

people for the particular reason, that is a way of expressing gratitude for the good 

life received by the Java people. In conducting this ritual, the research also found 

the importance of the puppeteer, who functions as the key performance needed to 

prepare the offerings for the Ruwatan Sukerta ceremony. In the procession of the 

Ruwatan sukerta ritual in D.I. Yogyakarta, the rules and regulations are determined 

by the organizer, the Cultural Preservation Centre (BPNB). Ruwatan Sukerta ritual 

is a tradition that still gives an impact on the people of Java. 
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ABSTRAK 

Sebuah ritual yang diyakini masyarakat Jawa mampu menghilangkan kesialan dan 

kesusahan, disebut Ruwatan Sukerta. Penelitian ini mendeskripsikan perbedaan dan 

memahami makna dan unsur-unsur yang terlibat dalam Ruwatan Sukerta di 

Yogyakarta. Untuk mengumpulkan data tentang ritual ini, peneliti mewawancarai 

dalang dan ahli budaya Jawa dari Ruwatan Sukerta Yogyakarta, dan beberapa 

peserta ritual yang terlibat. Dia juga mengambil bagian dalam pengamatan ritual 

pada saat itu. Peneliti menemukan bahwa Ruwatan ritual masih di terapkan oleh 

masyarakat Jawa dengan alasan tertentu, yaitu untuk rasa syukur atas kemakmuran, 

dan kesejahteraan yang diterima masyarakat Jawa. Dalam melaksanakan ritual ini 

peneliti juga menemukan pentingnya dalang sebagai sumber informan yang 

dibutuhkan untuk mempersiapkan sesaji dalam upacara Ruwatan Sukerta. Dalam 

prosesi ritual Ruwatan Sukerta di Yogyakarta, aturan dan regulasi ditetapkan oleh 

penyelenggara yaitu Balai Pelestarian Nilai Budaya (BPNB). Ritual Ruwatan 

Sukerta merupakan ritual yang masih memberikan pengaruh bagi masyarakat di 

Jawa. 

Kata kunci: ritual Ruwatan Sukerta, ritual, Yogyakarta


