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CHAPTER V 

CONCLUSION 

 

The aim of this thesis is to analyze Katniss Everdeen in The Hunger Games Novel 

Trilogy; The Hunger Games, Catching Fire, and Mockingjay with the use of Joseph 

Campbell‘s archetypal theory, The Hero‘s Journey. An analysis of Katniss Everdeen‘s 

character by applying The Hero‘s Journey theory that consists of three passages is 

conducted. The three passages contains exact seventeen stages. However, this study has 

shown that Katniss goes through each stage of the Hero‘s Journey except for the second 

stage of the Departure, Refusal of the Call. Thus, Katniss goes through sixteen out of 

seventeen stages of Hero‘s Journey. This result is proven to be different with the previous 

study of Hidayatun Nikmah, who only used and found fourteen stages of Campbell‘s 

Hero‘s Journey in one of The Hunger Games movies. 

The stages from Departure passage are; The Call to Adventure, Refusal of the 

Call, Supernatural Aid, The Crossing of the First Threshold, and Belly of the Whale. The 

most interesting finding on this passage is that Katniss Everdeen does not experience the 

second stage, Refusal of the Call because since the very beginning she volunteers herself 

to replace her sister as a tribute. Katniss‘ protectiveness and care towards children are 

personified in her attitude towards Primrose, her younger sister, then towards Rue from 

District 11, and again for every children in Panem including the Capitol‘s children that 

died because of the bombing. Thus, it shows that Katniss‘ protective and caring 

characteristics towards children actually have massive influence on the decision she 



103 

 

makes. It makes her humble and selfless. Without her protectiveness and caring about 

Primrose, Rue and the victims of children bombing, Katniss would never had a chance to 

experience her heroic journey. 

The next passage is Initiation. It consists of six stages which are; The Road of 

Trials, The Meeting with the Goddess, Woman as Temptress, Atonement with the Father, 

Apotheosis, and The Ultimate Boon. In this passage, it is found that some story plots do 

not go in the same order as the stages that Joseph Campbell provides. Although the plot 

goes differently, for example in The Meeting with the Goddess, Atonement with the 

Father and Apotheosis stage, Katniss‘ journey on Departure passage until her return 

follows the path Campbell‘s formulated. A stage even happens twice, like in The Road of 

Trials. This shows Katniss‘ archetypal journey as a heroine also has differences which are 

self-contrary to the word archetypal itself.  

In the last passage, Return, there are six stages. The stages of this passage are; 

Refusal of the Return, The Magic Flight, Rescue from Without, The Crossing of the 

Return Threshold, Master of Two Worlds, and Freedom to Live. Unlike the previous 

passage, in Return, the plot of the story follows the Hero‘s Journey stages. The 

highlighted stage on this passage is at The Crossing of the Return Threshold. In order to 

pass this stage, Katniss have to eliminate the last guardian that protects its threshold. 

Katniss does the most iconic act of shooting an arrow to President Coin, instead of 

President Snow. Not only has it balances the country that neither of the two rules Panem, 

it also placates Katniss Everdeen and the rest of the people of Panem because there will 

be no more Hunger Games. That act strengthen the statement on how Katniss is 

consonant with the heroine title. 
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Based on what have been explained on previous paragraphs, what Katniss 

Everdeen has experienced in trilogy fits the criteria as a heroine because she goes through 

the sixteen out of seventeen stages of Hero‘s Journey by Campbell. However, because 

Campbell aims his theory to be applied to the myths or old literature, Hero‘s Journey 

theory‘s terms and application must be translated in the writer‘s way to correspond The 

Hunger Games trilogy. It is conducted to correlate the theory with The Hunger Games 

Novel Trilogy that is a postmodern literature. 

  


