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CHAPTER 1 

INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1 Background of the Study 

 

The increasing number of population and the rapid growth rate of the 

industry have an impact on the amount of waste produced, including plastic, 

paper, and packaging products. The amount and type of waste depends on lifestyle 

and material consumed. The higher the economy in the household is, the more 

type the waste is  produced. The excessive waste has a negative impact on the 

environment such as a lot of trash can be found in the river, which ultimately 

disrupts human health. 

If examined further, waste management is still not a priority compared to 

other fields in urban development. Most urban communities do not involve 

themselves in good waste management system, even though their roles is very 

important in the system. Article 28 Paragraph 1 of Republic of Indonesia Law No. 

18 of 2008 concerning Waste Management states that "the community can 

participate in waste management organized by the Government and / or local 

government." This means that community participation in waste management is 

needed to create a clean and tidy environment. Improper management of waste 

has a negative impact on public health and the environment. A clean and clean 

city environment is a dream because a clean and tidy environment produces safe 
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and quiet people (Pohan, 2009). Waste is used that results in the loss of 

something unnecessary. Remaining human daily activities or natural processes in 

the form of solid or semi-solid in the form of organic or inorganic substances. 

Organic waste is waste produced from living plants, animals or humans, which 

can be easily broken down such as plantation waste and livestock waste. Organic 

waste is usually used again as fertilizer (reuse). Inorganic waste is garbage 

produced from non-biological materials in the form of synthetic products or 

natural resources and cannot be decomposed by nature, for example, iron, cans, 

glass, and plastic. Iron trash, cans, and cups that have been removed can be heated 

and made materials to make new items and can be sold again (recycle). While 

plastic waste cannot be recycled, people can only reduce plastic waste in our daily 

lives. 

Plastic properties that are easily available, lightweight, flexible, strong and 

relatively inexpensive make people use plastic in their daily lives. Many products 

are made from plastic, such as buckets, crackers and food and beverage 

packaging, but the plastic character is not environmentally friendly. Plastics have 

properties that are not easily decomposed if they are not managed in landfills or 

recycled, which will damage the ecosystem. Plastic waste that cannot be 

processed is usually buried on the ground, or distributed to the ocean. The soil is 

polluted because of the large amount of plastic waste, animals such as whales and 

dolphins die from being trapped or eating plastic garbage that floats in the sea. 
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The high production of domestic waste and negative behavior related to 

waste is a problem that is closely related to behavior and culture. Because the 

solution must also be related to the problem of the cultural mindset. 

Culture refers to a group or community which shares experiences that 

shape the way its members understand the world. It includes groups that people 

are born into, such as race, national origin, gender, or religion. It can also include 

a group of people join or become part of it. Culture is a systematic human activity 

handed down from generation to generation through various learning processes to 

create a specific way of life that best fits the environment in which he lives 

(Wibowo, 2007). The behavior of people who dispose of litter causes people to 

get used to garbage in any place. This makes the culture of littering already in the 

community. The mindset of the community must be changed and carried out 

continuously so that it becomes a culture, but this will not be useful if people only 

do it themselves without support from the surrounding environment to achieve a 

healthy and prosperous community in the future. 

Quoted from www.cnnindonesia.com according to the Director of SWI 

(Sustainable Waste Indonesia), Dini Trisyanti, the high number of unmanaged 

waste is influenced by several things. One of them is the behavior and habits of 

Indonesian people who often throw garbage directly into the river or hoard it. 

These wastes do not enter into the collection process carried out by scavengers 

and janitors and ultimately pollute the ecosystem. However, Dini added, the 

community cannot be fully blamed. Indonesia still has many obstacles in the 

garbage service infrastructure. Communities often dispose of the litter because 
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there is no garbage collection site or landfill around their homes, so they are 

confused(CNN Indonesia, 2018). 

Today's society is getting to know various activities in managing organic 

and inorganic waste by empowering waste that involves them and making plastic 

into a useful new item (Pohan, 2009). A study entitled "Keterlibatan Masyarakat 

Dan Swasta Di Medan" in 2009 in Medan proved that it was a cycle birthday 

(inorganic and organic) that can also be a product that has a selling value using a 

waste management system. This makes many people begin to realize the 

environment around them. Besides, it can make their environment healthier, the 

community also begins to realize using circumference because what they do will 

also benefit. 

The writer wants to investigate how housewives in Bojong Salaman 

Village and Gununpati Village convert plastic waste into objects that have selling 

value. The writer wants to conduct research in these two locations to see how 

entrepreneurs behave in managing waste in their daily lives and how the mindset 

and mentality creative entrepreneurs think about using plastic waste to become 

useful objects and improve their economies. The writer wants to know whether 

household waste can be used as objects that have economic value and how to 

manage plastic waste so that it can be a product such as bags, mats, bags, 

tablecloths, coasters, wallets. Given the lack of public awareness of the dangers of 

waste to the environment and the proof of housewives in Bojong Salaman Village 

and Gunungpati Village who can manage waste into goods that can be sold, 
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encouraging the writer to propose a study entitled "Creative Entrepreneurship in 

Plastic Waste Management". 

 

1.2 Field Of Study 

 

This field of study is a culture related to entrepreneurship. 

 

1.3 Scope Of Study 

 

This study focuses on the culture of creative entrepreneur who made mats, bags, 

tablecloths, coasters, wallets from plastic waste. 

 

1.4  Research Questions 

 

Research question appears: 

 How the culture (mindset and mentality) of creative entrepreneurmanaging 

plastic waste into valuable object? 

 

1.5  Objective of the Study  

 

The objective of this study is to investigate culture (mindset and mentality) 

of creative entrepreneurs managing plastic waste into a valuable object. 

 



6 

 

1.6  Significance of the Study 

 

This research is expected to be a source for writer and housewives to be 

able to increase business opportunities. This study aims to enrich people's 

knowledge to be more creative in managing household waste. In addition, this 

research is expected to be a reference for anyone who wants to reduce 

environmental waste in a simple way and has a sale value. 

 

1.7  Definition Of Terms   

 

 The definition of culture by Marvin Harris is all aspects of human 

life in community, which is obtained by learning, including mindset and 

behaviour (Ratna, 2005). 

 Mindset is a collection of thoughts and beliefs that shape your 

thought habits.  And your thought habits affect how you think, what you 

feel, and what you do (JD, 2019). 

 The mentality is a habitual or characteristic mental attitude that 

determines how you will interpret and respond to situations 

(Definitionsnet, 2019). 

 Waste management is integrated into a continuous sequence, 

namely shelter, collection, transfer. Trash shelter is a method of shelter 

before being collected, transferred, transported and disposed of to landfill. 

Trash collection is the method or process of taking trash starting from the 
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shelter/storage to the place of temporary disposal. The process of trash 

removal is to move the collected waste into a transportation device to be 

taken to a landfill (Prianto, 2011). Recycling is an economical and 

environmental development tool. Recycling offers direct development 

opportunities for the community. When collected and converted into new 

goods by considering quality, the material disposed of is local resources 

that can contribute to local income, job creation, business expansion, and 

the local economic base (ilsr, 2002). Reduce is a step that is still rarely 

used in the community. Reduce, is that you should limit the number of 

purchases that you make in the first place (Rouse, 2008). Some people 

have recycled to protect the environment. Recycle, is that you should 

ensure that items or their components are put to some new purpose as 

much as possible (Rouse, 2008). 


