
 

11 

CHAPTER 1 

INTRODUCTION 

 1. Background of the Study 

Dan Brown is a writer whose book series, Robert Langdon series, become the 

best seller books. The series consists of five books: Angel and Demons, Da Vinci 

Code, The Lost Symbol, Inferno, and Origin. The author, Dan Brown, writes the book 

series to reflect his passions in mystery, symbols, religion, and science. Brown 

curiosity has started since he was a child about the story the origin of human between 

the Bible‘s version and science (Tarantino, 2017). His interests in religion shown in 

the Robert Langdon series which all based on Catholics theme(Nelson, 2007).  

Dan Brown book series is published to offer spiritual journey and as an 

entertaining book that creates a discussion and debate on a conspiracy. Origin 

(Brown, 2017) is the fifth book of the series. Origin was published on October 3rd, 

2017. The book is talking about the association between religion, technology, and 

science.  As the book tells the story of Langdon‘s search after his friend‘s death to 

find an answer to the questions about ―who human beings are‖ and ‗where human 

beings are‖, the book is potentially misunderstood as an anti-Christian book as it 

questions the existence of God. However, the writer‘s intention in this study is not to 

argue on the religious virtue of Christianity. The writer focuses on the religious 

symbols employed in the book, Dan Brown's Origin. In discussing the symbols, the 

writer will be assisted by the research from Junia Laksmanawati (2016) and Victoria 

Nelson (2007).  
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Laksmanawati (2016) studied the representation of angels in Legion, the movie. 

Through her thesis, she showed that angels in legion films are fictional characters 

based on religious history. The storyline is human-made but those angels are 

mentioned in the bible Laksmanawati (2016) concluded that there is an archetypal 

pattern in the character types on Legion movie. She said that the pattern showed that 

if there is a good character then the bad character will exist too. The good character 

will be the hero and the bad character will be the villain. Another research has been 

done by Victoria Nelson (2007) who studied the religious and civil rights for 

Catholics in Dan Brown‘s book series. In some works of literature, like in Robert 

Langdon series, the Catholic religious symbols are portrayed in the fantasy pop 

culture religion as faux Catholicism which provides the only effective defence against 

the forces of evil and the battle between the bad or evil and the good (Nelson, 2007).  

Different from Laksmanawati (2016) who discussed the archetypal pattern and 

Nelson who studied faux Catholicism, the writer decides to choose a semiotic 

approach to analyse Catholic Church‘s symbols that found in Origin. So, this study 

able to reveal the connection and meaning of the symbols used in Dan Brown‘s 

Origin and the meaning of the real symbols found in the Catholic‘s church. The 

semiotic approach that the researcher used is proposed by Roland Barthes. 
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1.2  Field of the Study 

 This study is related to the field study of literature, especially on symbols. 

1.3  Scope of the Study 

 This study focuses on the symbols of the Catholic Church that are used or 

mentioned in Dan Brown Book‘s, Origin. 

1.4  Problem Formulation 

 The problem formulations for this thesis are: 

 1. What is the meaning of the symbols of the Catholic Church found in Dan 

Brown‘s Origin?  

 2. To what extent the symbols of the Catholic Church are used in Dan Brown‘s 

Origin? 

1.5  Objectives of the Study 

The purposes of this study are: 

 1. To find the meaning of the Catholic Church‘s symbols used in Dan Brown‘s 

Origin 

 2. To give evidence to what extent the Catholic Church‘s symbols are used in 

Dan Brown‘s Origin 
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1.6  Significance of the Study 

The writer hopes this study can help the readers understand the symbols used 

in the Catholic Church and the way is used in the Origin book. In doing so, the 

researcher can develop people‘s knowledge about the Catholic Church‘s symbols that 

supports the plot in a novel. 

1.7  Definition of Term 

 a. Catholic Church 

A church is a building to conduct Christian spiritual ceremony as well as the 

representation of Christian organisation. (Cambridge University Press, 2008) 

 b. Symbol 

Symbols are characters used as a common representation of a particular 

purpose. The symbol can be in the form of shape and it represents specific meaning in 

various circumstances (Bhuyan, 2018). 

  




