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CHAPTER 4 

DATA ANALYSIS 

 

This chapter contains the writer's analysis of the work division and decision 

making process in Sentani. The work division and the decision making process 

become the topic of discussion because there are only a few studies on this topic, 

especially when the scope is a household. 

 The interviews came up with the results that are presented in the discussion 

below. The discussion is divided into three parts. The first part is on the work 

division and decision making process in production activities. The second part is on 

the work division and decision making process in reproduction activities. The last one 

is in the work division and decision making process in social politic activities. These 

three parts cannot be separated from each other as they are part of the daily activities 

of the men and women in the Sentani household.  

 

4.1 Work Division and Decision Making Process in Production Activities 

 Production activities are activities carried out with the aim of making 

money and fulfilling daily needs. According to (Parkinson & Bates, 1969) 

"Production is an organized activity of transforming products into products in the 

form of goods and services; the objective of production is to satisfy the demand for 
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such transformed resources. This production activity can be in the form of goods or 

services. In addition this activity can be done anywhere, anytime, and by anyone. 

 Production activities are carried out by men and women. Production 

activities are doing by men and women are processing sago, planting vegetables, 

planting fruit, selling areca nut, selling foods, selling gasoline and selling fruits and 

vegetables. Processing sago is a typical activity done by men and women in the 

Sentani District. Sago is one of the staple foods in Sentani. This sago is obtained from 

a long process. Starting from cutting down the selected sago trees, then the stem will 

be cut off. During the process of cutting down to the cutting off of the sago stem, the 

activities are carried out by men. Meanwhile, women will prepare large containers. 

After being cut, the women collected the fiber from the sago tree stem which is the 

main ingredient in sago flour. The sago fiber will then be squeezed several times with 

a mixture of water to produce sago juice.  

 The results of sago juice extract are then deposited for a while, and the 

results of these deposits will be called sago flour before it is processed into various 

kinds of processed foods. Usually sago is processed for self-consumption, but some 

also make sago as a source of income. Sago will be sold in the form of raw flour and 

also in the form of processed sago foods, such as papeda, sago cake and roasted sago.  

In this case women decide to sell sago and its processed products. These activities are 

highly depended on men that means that these activities cannot be carried out without 

help from men. In short, in the activity of processing sago, men must first cut the 
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sago tree trunk and divide it, which will then be processed by women for sale or for 

their own consumption.  

“Kalo keluarga lagi tebang pohon sagu, otomatis sa ikut ke hutan. 

Nanti hasilnya itu bagi, jadi pu bagian bisa bawa pulang. Biasanya 

sa jual sagu mentah, tapi lebih senang bikin sgu bakar tu yang pake 

gula merah. Banyak yang suka jadi sa juga suka untuk jual sagu 

bakar.” 

[I the family cuts the sago trees again, I will go to the forest. Later 

the results are shared, so I can take it home. Usually, I sell raw sago, 

but I prefer to make grilled sago using brown sugar. Many people 

like it so I also like to sell grilled sago] (Ms. B, interviewed on 

January 7, 2016). 

 

 For the people here, sago has many functions. Economically, sago starch is 

the main food for residents and sources of income. Sago is also commonly used in 

traditional ceremonies. Apart from starch, other parts of sago have many functions. 

Stems can make walls, floors of houses or become firewood. Leaves can be woven 

into roofs, walls and goods storage containers (Elisabeth, 2018). 

 Another production activity carried out by men is managing the garden. In 

actual circumstances, this activity is also carried out by women. However, the 

activities are still dominated by men. Cassava, chili, tomatoes, and several types of 

vegetables are planted in the garden. Men will take care of the plants in the garden 
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and at harvest time women will sell the products from the garden. For the activity of 

selling areca nut, selling fruits and vegetables, men must first harvest the fruit and 

vegetables, then they are sold by women to make money.  

 

“Dia kasih uang gaji juga tidak cukup untuk makan apalagi biaya 

sekolah, jadi saya coba jualan makanan macam donat, roti dan 

pinang untuk tambah-tambah biaya hidup.” 

[His salary is not enough for daily and school fees, so I try to selling 

doughnut, bread and areca nut to get extra money] (Ms. B, 

interviewed on January 7, 2016). 

 

 Not only sago, but there is also yam or cassava which is the staple food of 

the Sentani people. This plant is fairly easy to plant and harvest, so this activity is 

carried out by men and women. Mostly, yams or cassava will be consumed by 

themselves because almost all the households are farming cassava. Whereas on Areca 

trees, they are mandatory plants for the Sentani people. Aside from being a courtyard 

decorating plant, areca nut is also a fruit that is inseparable from the daily lives of 

people for traditional events or for consumption. Because the fruit is consumed by the 

community, the areca nut is also a source of income for some households. Areca trees 

will bear fruit several times a year. When ready to be harvested, the man will do it. 

Most of them will climb areca trees, but if the tree trunks are not strong enough to 

climb on, the areca nuts will be taken by the way of using a long wood with a sickle 
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or knife tied at the end. After that the areca nut will be consumed along with betel and 

lime. For households that have a lot of areca trees, most of them will sell these areca 

nuts. The nut is sold on the market, in front of the house, or according to the order. 

Usually this selling activity is carried out by women, because they say women are 

better at determining prices so that the income obtained can also be used to meet 

household needs. 

 Besides areca nut, other fruits are sold to make money. They are bananas 

and papaya. These two fruits are very easy to get. Men will harvest fruit from the 

garden and give it to women to be processed. Most of these fruits will be sold again. 

The fruits sold in the market are usually sold as fresh food. It is different from the 

fruit that will be sold in front of the house or school. Papaya, in particular, will be cut 

into certain shapes and sizes and will be put into small plastic bags. In Sentani, this 

fruit is usually eaten with chili and salt, this one is favorite of all. In the stage of 

processing this fruit, women control the process of selling to processing income.  

 

“Kalo di sekolah ya jualan yang anak-anak suka, kayak pepaya 

dengan rica, salak rica, ciki-ciki dengan jajanan yang lain. Kalo 

minuman ada sirup, es the, es cola, macam-macam.” 

[I sell anything that children like. Such as papaya and chili, spicy 

salak, some snack. For drinks, I sell ice syrup, ice tea, ice cola and 

some drink]. (Ms. F, interviewed on January 7, 2016).   
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“Kami gantian jualan di pasar. Tergantung situasi, kalo suami kerja 

saya yang jualan, kalo kadang anak-anak di rumah sodara yang 

lain, sa dengan suami bisa sama-sama jualan di pasar.” 

[We are changing sales on the market. Depends on the situation, if 

my husband works, I will sell. Sometimes the children stay in other 

houses, so we can sell on the market together] (Ms. C, interviewed 

on January 7, 2016). 

 

 Selling fruit and vegetables has an advantage because there is not much 

capital needed. However, to meet daily needs, many Sentani women are becoming 

more creative. With their abilities, they sell cakes and other foods such as bread and 

yellow rice. Not only selling around the house, but one of the informants also sold 

their products  at school as her husband was working as a teacher so she gets access 

to sell around the school environment.  

 

“Bapa tu mengajar di sekolah, guru. Kalo mama setiap hari jualan 

saja dekat sekolah untuk anak-anak sekolah. Tapi kalo hari minggu 

ya libur, hari libur juga ikut libur jadi di rumah saja urus rumah”. 

[My husband is teaching at school, as a teacher. I am selling near the 

school ever yday for the students. But it is a holiday, I just take care 

of the house]. (Ms F, interviewed on January 8, 2016). 
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 The results of this study also found that there were also production activities 

carried out by men but in women's control. Same as selling fruits and vegetables that 

make money. With a place to live around the lake, the lake is a place to do work. 

These fishing activities include the main livelihoods of the Sentani people, which are 

mostly carried out by men. So the production activity of fishing is controlled by 

women who get access from men. Like looking for fish, this activity is carried out by 

men. Men will find fishes in the lake which will then be managed by women, whether 

for self-consumption or resale. 

 

“Paitua itu dia petani tapi juga nelayan karna biasa cari ikan di 

danau. Saya sendiri hanya ibu rumah tangga, jadi biasa jualan 

pinang di rumah.” “Hasil mancing tidak tentu kalo banyak ya kami 

bisa jual, kalo sedikit ya paling untuk makan sendiri to.” 

[He is a farmer but also a fisherman because he used to find fish in 

the lake. I am just a housewife, so I usually sell betel nuts at home." 

"The fishing results are not certain, if that lots we can sell it, but if 

that not we consume it]. (Ms. A, interviewed on January 7, 2016). 

 

“Sa hobi mancing, bisa berjam-jam di danau. Memang bukan sa 

punya pekerjaan utama tapi karena hobi, lumayan kalo hasilnya 

banyak kan bisa di jual. Kalo sedikit juga tetap bisa hemat uang, 

makan hasil tangkapan saja” 
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[My hobby is fishing, I can do it for hours. Actually it is not my 

main job, but from fishing I can sell the fish if I got much. But if it is 

not, we can save money and consume the fishes that catch] (Mr. B, 

interviewed on January 8, 2016). 

 

 Production activities that also make money are selling gasoline. The 

distance of gas stations that are far from one another makes some households see a 

business opportunity to sell gasoline. To sell gasoline, men must buy it at a gas 

station with a certain amount and then put it in one-liter bottles. Furthermore, it will 

be sold by women, usually only selling in front of the house. This activity is actually 

carried out also by men. However, because the informant is a housewife, so who sells 

gasoline is she. This activity decides by men and women. They see the opportunity by 

the situation.  

 

“Oh kalo saya biasa jualan bensin di depan rumah”. “Suami yang 

biasa beli bensin dengan jerigen besar di pom bensin sana. Nanti di 

rumah baru sa yang atur lagi buat jual ecer.” 

[Oh I used to sell gasoline in front of the house." "My husband 

bought gasoline with a large can at the gas station there. Later, in the 

house, I will arrange retail selling bolts again]. (Ms. H, interviewed 

on January 8, 2016) 
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 There are also activities for raising fish in ponds. For some lucky people, 

they have farms to breed freshwater fish. Usually farms are located around the house, 

especially stilt houses above the lake. Based on the informant who has a pond, she 

said that she and her husband always talk first before making a decision; 

 

“Kalau itu pas saya bicara suami mau dengar, terus kalau ada 

sesuatu yang mau dia buat biasanya bicara dengan saya dan minta 

pertimbangan, misalnya kalo kayak mau beli bibit ikan k, suami 

tanya saya dulu.” 

[If I talk, he wants to hear, then if there is something he wants to do, 

he usually talks to me and asks for consideration, for example, if he 

wants to buy fish seeds, he will ask me first] (Ms. A, interviewed on 

January 7, 2016) 

 

”Sebagian besar keputusan di rumah itu kami buat sama-sama, 

mama dengan suami selalu berunding untuk membuat keputusan. 

Kalo sudah di rumah, semua bisa langsung dibicarakan, jadi 

apapun itu harus terbuka.” 

[Most of the decisions we made at the house were shared, I and 

husband always negotiated to make decisions. If we are at home it 

feels free to talk to each other]. (Ms. G, interviewed on January 8, 

2016). 
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 In terms of fish breeding and picking, it is fully carried out by men. They 

will buy fish seeds, feed and monitor the development of fish in the pond. While in 

this activity, women will only process fish that will be consumed by themselves. 

Whereas the fish to be sold will be handled by men themselves. Usually, they sold the 

fishes in the market but if the condition does not allow, fish will be sold around the 

house. The researcher said that this activity was under women's control, because all 

income from selling would be managed by women. 

 

“Di keramba tu semuanya suami yang urus. Beli bibit, kasi makan 

ikan, pelihara semuanya. Nanti kalo su bisa jual bapa pi ke pasar 

baru jual. Biasanya ada juga yang langsung datang tanya ikan di 

rumah”. 

[He handles all matters in the cage. Buy seeds, feed fishes, and 

maintain fish. Later if fishes are already to sell, he goes to the market 

and sells it. Usually there are also those who immediately come to 

ask fish at home]. (Ms. G, interviewed on January 8, 2016)  

 

“Suami kerja dengan orang bantu cari ikan di danau, urus 

kerambanya orang juga. Ya lumayan ada bayaran biairpun hasilnya 

tra pernah pasti, tapi ada. Kalo ada bonus ya bisa bawa pulang 

ikan. Jadi sa bisa masak ikan buat makan di rumah.” 
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[My hsuband work to fishing in the lake and take care other's pond. 

It is good even though the fee not too much, but it is enough. 

Sometimes he gets free fish from them, so I can cook it at home]. 

(Ms. A, interviewed on January 7, 2016).   

 

 According to (Bhatti & Srivastava, 2000) in a world where the role of 

women in decision-making is seldom adequately appreciated, they make a remarkable 

contribution due to their hard work and sense of confidence. It is observed that 

women are mostly involved in repetitive and monotonous household work 

irrespective of the fact that they share most of the family responsibilities and perform 

a wide range of duties in and outside the home.  

 Another production activity is raising pigs. These animals in the Papuan 

community, including the Sentani people, are expensive animals because for some 

tribe they are usually used as one of the requirements for the dowry. Besides being 

expensive as dowry, these animals are also expensive to sell in the form of animal or 

pork. Especially, for a big celebration such as weddings and thanksgiving, also during 

the Christmas and newyear holidays. That is why there is more attention to caring for 

and maintaining it. 

 Indeed, not all households have pigs, but the activity of raising pigs is 

carried out jointly by men and women. Caring for pigs is fairly easy, just feeding and 

bathing it, but for feeding, these animals need more than other animals. They also eat 

fruits and vegetables.This activity is fairly easy and inexpensive because it uses labor 
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from family members. So that every family member can and can take part in feeding 

and raising pigs.  

 According to Mosse (2007) in (Iyai & Saragih, 2015) men who are 

considered to have more energy, do things that require great physical strength and 

women who have physiological strength or relatively small energy, are not obliged or 

required to work on large physical jobs. Furthermore, it was also stated from the 

gender analysis that the pre-production activities carried out by women were also 

involved in the issue of gender roles in development. 

 

“Kami punya ternak babi tapi bukan di lahan sendiri. Ada di 

keluarga yang punya kandang besar, jadi kami titip disana. Kalo mo 

urus babi harus pergi kesana gantian dengan suami sama anak.” 

“Karena dari babi juga kami bisa hidup, jadi kami juga harus urus 

babi baik-baik. Kasi makan, kasi mandi, harus rawat.” 

[We have a pig but not in our own land. There are families with big 

cages, so we leave it there. If you take care of the pigs, you have to 

go there with your husband and your child. "" Because we can also 

live from pigs, we also have to take care of the pigs well. Eat, bathe 

and take care]. (Ms. J, interviewed on January 8, 2016) 

 

 The role of women is now increasingly widespread, they are no longer just 

taking care of domestic territory household. Many women work to increase family 
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income such as working in an office, selling on the market, and there are also women 

who successfully occupy the sector public state or government. The roles of women 

in 2 sectors simultaneously, public and domestic responsibilities or often known as 

the concept of multiple roles.  

 Like some informants who worked as civil servants in the government and 

one of the informant’s wife also. Women spend a lot of time at work. In this case 

women get support from their husbands to work outside the home. So that indirectly, 

men are involved and responsible for household affairs.  

 

“Sebelum nikah tu saya honor saja, tapi setelah nikah ternyata bapa 

dukung saya untuk jadi pegawai negeri. Jadi pekerjaan rumah juga 

kami kerjakan sama-sama.” 

[Before marriage I was only a temporary emplxxoyee, but after 

marriage it turned out that my husband supported me to become a 

civil servant. We also did homework together]. (Ms. E, interviewed 

on January 7, 2016) 

 

“Istri saya tu pegawai negeri, anak-anak saya memang tidak 

sepenuhnya diasuh sama mamanya tapi ada mama ade yang biasa 

bantu rawat mereka. Tapi istri saya tu selalu menjalankan de punya 

peran sebagai ibu dengan baik. Kalo sudah pulang kerja de akan 
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perhatikan orang-orang di rumah pu makan, temani anak-anak 

belajar.” 

[My wife is a civil servant, my children are not fully cared for by 

their mother but there is an aunt who helps them. But my wife 

always runs her role as a good mother. If she came home from work, 

she will pay attention to the people in the house for dining, 

accompany the children to study.]. (Mr. A, interviewed on January 8, 

2016) 

 

 From the results of the interviews, the researchers found that some men who 

have a wife who work outside the home fully support, and are directly involved in 

household affairs. But women who work outside the home, do not just let go of their 

responsibilities at home. They still control the condition of the house and her family. 

One of the informants is a teacher and her husband is a laborer. The husband taking 

care of the house. 

 

“Mama setiap hari dari pagi sampai sore di sekolah, suami lagi 

tidak proyek ya di rumah saja. bisa bantu urus rumah, jaga anak-

anak dan mertua juga. Suami bisa masak jadi mama tidak khawatir. 

Kalo suami harus buat keputusan pas mama tidak di rumah ya tidak 

masalah, begitu juga sebaliknya. Selama keputusan yang dibuat itu 

baik”. 
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[I work a whole at school every day, if my husband have no longer 

projects he stays at home. He can help to taking care of the house, 

taking care of the children and mother in-law too. He can cook so I 

am not worried. If he has to make a decision when I am not at home, 

it doesn't matter, and vice versa. As long as the decision made is 

good]. (Ms. I, interviewed on January 8, 2016) 

 

 

 In general, people will work with a predetermined schedule. But it is 

different from private workers, in this case laborers. One of the informant's husbands 

worked as a laborer where he would work when there was a job. Which means the 

income earned is uncertain. According to the informant, even though her husband 

worked only when called, he was not worried because she had a permanent job. So 

that the income can be used for daily needs. In addition, he said he could work quietly 

outside the house because there were husbands who lived and managed the house. 

This is one of the images found in this study. 

 

“Kalo tidak ada panggilan kerja, dia (suami) full tinggal d rumah, 

jadi biasanya ke kebun untuk lihat apa yang bisa di jual Tomat ka, 

lombok ka, singkong ka, sayur ka. Pokoknya apa saja yang bisa 

dipanen” 
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[If there is no job, he (husband) is full of living in the house, so 

usually going to the garden to see what can be sold. It could be 

tomato, chili, cassava or vegetables. Basically what can be 

harvested] (Ms. I, interviewed on January 8, 2016) 

 

4.2 Work Division and Decision making Process in Reproduction Activities 

 Reproductive activities, namely activities that are closely related to the 

maintenance and development and guarantee the continuity of human resources and 

are usually carried out in the family. This activity does not generate money directly 

and is usually carried out together with domestic or community responsibilities. 

Reproductive activities are activities in the home carried out by men and women. As 

followers of the patrilineal system, almost all reproductive activities are carried out 

by women. In addition, in this study many housewives became informants. Directly, 

many people can find out that the work of housewives only takes care of the house. 

 In reproductive activities a decision-making process also occurs. In terms of 

taking care of the house, many people thought that this work was done by women, in 

fact in the Sentani community this work was also carried out by men. It's not as often 

as women, but men are also involved in managing the house. Such as cooking, 

sweeping, washing dishes, and washing clothes are also done by men who have 

private jobs. 
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“Padahal suami ni sudah pi cari uang tapi masih bisa bantu 

pekerjaan rumah, cuci baju ka, masak ka, apa saja yang dia lihat 

bisa dikerjakan pasti bantu”. 

[Even though my husband is already looking for money but can still 

help with homework, washing clothes, cooking, whatever he sees 

could be done certainly helps]. (Ms. G, interviewed on January 8, 

2016). 

 

“Sekalipun suami-suami dong punya pekerjaan yang baik, lebih baik 

lagi kalo mereka tetap bantu dong pu istri untuk urus rumah to. 

Karena kita di papua ni kan jago baperintah, kalo maitua su urus 

rumah berarti lepas tangan saja. Kan tidak baik begitu to.” 

[Even if husbands have a good joob, it would be better if they kept 

the wives in charge of the house. Because many men in Papua are so 

bossy, if the women already get a job, they can just relax. It is not 

good] (Mr. A, interviewed on January 8, 2016). 

 

 Where they have time at home with family, and also take care of the house 

with women.  (Botkin, Morris, & Weeks, 1987) Reveal that half a century ago the 

typical lifestyle of married couples was described as something ideal where each 

partner had an unwritten role that resulted in marital harmony. At that time the 

husband was in charge of fulfilling the needs of his wife and family while the wife 



30 

 

was responsible for taking care of the house and children. Along with the 

development and more modern lifestyles there has been a shift in traditional gender 

roles to become more egalitarian which means men and women are the same in all 

domains. 

 Children are a shared responsibility as parents. Both husband and wife must 

have roles in educating and caring for children. As known that the first education was 

obtained from the family. It is also the personality of the child who is also formed 

from the family. Therefore caring for and educating is not only the duty of a wife but 

also must be the duty of the husband. 

 Another reproduction activity is taking care of children, there are still many 

people who think that this activity is the duty of women. From the results of this 

study it was found that because children spend more time with their mothers. This is 

not because the man as the father is out of hand or does not care, but because of the 

proximity of the mother and child. As a housewife woman stays at home for a whole 

day, from the children wake up, they go to school, and back from school, she knows 

and looks at every activity that children do. Not only children but also the husband 

and everyone who lives in the same house, will be a concern for women. Apart from 

being responsible, because of the love and care of a woman that comes naturally from 

within them.  
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“Anak kami tu ada 4 orang, yang laki-laki 1 perempuan 3. Anak-

anak semua saya pu tanggung jawab. Ditambah nene juga tinggal di 

rumah.”  

[We have 4 kids, 1 boy and 3 girls. They are my responsibility. Also 

grandmother stays in our home]. (Ms A, interviewed on January 7, 

2016). 

 

“Saya cuma bisa cari uang dengan jualan bensin karena tidak bisa 

kasi tinggal rumah. Harus urus anak-anak, tete juga sudah tua to. 

Suami kerja setiap hari ya bisa di bilang sibuk, tapi kalo ada waktu 

bisa di rumah ya tinggal buat bantu-bantu.”  

[I can only make money from selling gasoline because I must stay 

home to take care the children and grandfather. My husband is busy 

every day, but if he have a free time he will stay to help us]. (Ms H, 

interviewed on January 8, 2016. 

 

 The same thing happened in shopping activities especially for household 

needs. This is in women's control, because the woman who lives at home knows more 

about the needs at home. Likewise with women who work outside the home, they 

also will do this shopping activity. Women's attitudes that are more detailed than men 

also make women better understand and hold control to shop for household needs. 

This is different from shopping for agricultural needs or ponds, can be taken by 



32 

 

women or men, and that depends on who is more dominant in it. . So that 

reproductive activity is carried out by women who have access from men as 

breadwinners. 

 

“Sejak suami jadi pegawai kebanyakan keputusan dalam rumah itu 

saya yang buat. Ya mungkin karena suami sibuk, pulang kantor sore 

trus harus cari penumpang lagi, jadi seperti sudah percayakan saja 

ke saya. Hampir semua urusan di rumah pasti tanya ke saya dulu”. 

[Since my husband became an employee, most of the decisions in 

the house that I made. Yes, maybe because my husband is busy, 

returning home from work in the afternoon, then he has to find more 

passengers, so it's like he just entrusted to me. Almost all businesses 

at home must ask me first]. (Informant H, interviewed on January 7, 

2016) 

 

 Managing finance in the household is generally carried out by women as 

wives. Most of the income between husband and wife will be managed by the wife. 

Then the income will be shared again for kitchen needs, school needs, household 

needs, for savings and for purposes outside the plan. The role of women as 

"treasurers" in the family demands that they be clever in managing "spending money" 

and try to apply "frugality" (Rinda, 2013). In this study many informants were status 

as housewives who carried out production activities, which meant they also got 
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income from sales. So in terms of managing finances, most decisions in the 

household are made by women. 

 

” Suami juga kasi saya uang hasil penjualan ikan, dia bilang untuk 

keperluan anak-anak sekolah dan urusan dapur. Untuk keperluan 

lain dia urus sendiri, misalnya untuk beli bensin motor, perbaiki 

rumah dan lain-lain tra pernah minta di saya.”  

[My husband also gave me money from the sale of fish, he said for 

the school needs of children and kitchen needs. For other purposes 

he takes care of himself, for example to buy motorbike gasoline, 

repair houses and other things he has ever asked me]. (Ms. A, 

interviewed on January 7, 2016). 

 

“Suami selalu kasi uang gaji, tapi dia tidak bicara untuk apa,jadi sa 

hargai itu, sa beli sesuatu yang wajar saja, trus buat keperluan anak 

sekolah, nanti kalau ada lebih sa simpan untuk cadangan kalo pas 

suami belum ada uang lagi. Dia kan swasta to jadi penghasilan 

tidak tentu. Untungnya juga kami punya hasil dari kebun yang bisa 

dijual, jadi ya begitu.” 

[My husband always gives a salary, but he does not speak for what, 

so appreciate it, buy something that is natural, then for the needs of 

school children, later if there are more savings for the husband when 
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there is no money. He is a private sector to be an uncertain income. 

Fortunately we also have produce from the garden that can be sold, 

so yeah]. (Ms. K, interviewed on January 8, 2016). 

 

4.3 Work Division and Decision making Process in Social Politic Activities 

 Community activities related to politics and socio-culture, namely activities 

carried out by community members related to the political, social, and social fields 

and include the provision and maintenance of resources, education, local government 

activity and others. This activity can make money and can also not make money. 

 In the results of this study social political activities in terms of education, 

especially the education of children in the Sentani family were predominantly decided 

by women. This is because men entrust education to women according to Orstein and 

Levine as citated by (Psychologymania, 2008) state that "the preparation of parents 

for the success of their children's education, among others, is shown in the form of 

attention to children's learning activities in school and emphasizes the importance of 

achieving achievement by the child".  

 Women who work at home will be directly related to everything in the 

house. This also makes the children ask about their school and education to the 

mother. Like meeting parents with teachers, accept the children report from school, 

and other school activities are women who will make decisions for their children. But 

there are also some men who pay attention to and prioritize children's education.  
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“Anak-anak pu sekolah juga kalo mo dibilang dong pu bapa lebih 

perhatian. Karena dia tidak mau anak-anak gagal di sekolah.” 

[He more pays attention to kids’ academic than me. Because he 

won’t his kids be failed in their academic]. (Ms. G, interviewed on 

January 8, 2016).  

 

“Sa tinggal di rumah saja jadi harus bisa perhatikan semuanya. 

Semua penting, tapi karna anak-anak masih sekolah makanya sa 

sangat perhatikan mereka pu semua-semua. Terutama sekolah, sa 

harus tau mereka pu perkembangan di sekolah seperti apa.” 

[I just stay home so I must care for everything in the house. 

Everything is important, but the most are my children because they 

are still school. First of all is academic, I have to know the 

development of their education]. (Ms. B, interviewed on January 7, 

2016). 

 

 Likewise in the case of marriage, women make decisions mostly. Both boys 

and girls, women as mothers are more involved and take part in making decisions. In 

contrast to men who will be more involved if the daughter is to be married.  
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“Kalau urusan pernikahan tu memang bapa-bapa lebih dominan. 

Karena adat yang ada, jadi urusan dari masuk minta sampe nikah 

nanti tu laki-laki yang paling banyak terlibat. Karena nikah tu kan 

adat masih kuat, makanya laki-laki yang di depan karena kami yang 

mengerti, begitu.” 

[For marriage matters, men are indeed more dominant. Because of 

the custom, so from the process engagement until married the men 

are most involved. Because in marriage is so close with the 

customary, so men are in front because we understand, that's how it 

is] (Mr. B, interviewed on January 8, 2016). 

 

“Pernikahan itu perempuan paling repot, urus ini itu banyak skali. 

Anak sendiri belum nikah saja suda repot. Urutan acara sebelum 

nikah tu kan banyak to, jadi kami harus siapkan banyak hal.” 

[In marriage women are the busiest, take care of a lot things. My 

children hasn't been married but I already feel it. The sequence of 

events before marriage is a lot, so we have to prepare it well] (Ms. 

K, interviewed on January 8, 2016). 

 

“Kaum pria punya andil yang besar kalo urusan pernikahan.Kami di 

sini juga adat masih kental, jadi begitu sudah. Harus urus baik-baik 

memang. 
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 Actually in terms of marriage the involvement of men and women as 

parents is the same. What distinguishes them is women who decide more on technical 

matters such as places, forms of celebrations, and what needs to be prepared. Women 

also concern with the family in law and build the relation before marriage. Whereas 

men focus more on matters relating to customs, such as dowry and the custom 

ceremony. Men and other male family members will take care of the same thing. In 

Sentani, marriage is not an easy matter. In the process a lot of negotiation must be 

done. Not only was the money for the dowry of marriage, but it also issued a lot. At 

least around Rp. 5 million was spent only to buy wedding equipment that was getting 

scarce.  (Liputan6, 2003) 

 Usually, marriage takes a longer time. There are pre-marriages steps such as the 

engagement stage, the stage of determining payment of dowry, obligations of girl's 

parent and family to the boy, the preparation of the boy's family before the payment 

of dowry, payment of the dowry stage and then marriage ceremony. That is why men 

more include in their children marriage mostly. 

 Meanwhile, political social activities such as village meetings and funerals 

are in men's decision. This is because the patriarchal system which prioritizes the 

position of men as the head of the family is more actively involved in these two 

activities. Women are also involved in both cases, but in the decision-making 

processes women are rarely directly involved. 
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 Every death of a Sentani person, his wife's family (miyeayo) or his mother's 

family (anakhoyo) will try to deliver a variety of foods to meet all needs in 

entertaining a group of people who are in mourning. Giving this food as well as a 

form of attention and affection and consolation in the willingness, sorrow and tears of 

experienced by the husband of his sister and children. (BPNBJayapura, 2014) 

 The last social political activity involving women is health. Sentani women 

are very concerned about family health. So in this study, health decision making was 

made by women like when someone is ill, whether a family member is taken to a 

doctor or treated traditionally, those are things that are decided by women. 

The involvement of Sentani women in decision making in the household can 

be seen from several production activities. Some production activities show that 

women not only have access but also control. In the production activities women get 

access from men, then women can carry out these activities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


