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Chapter VI. CONCEPTUAL DESIGN APPROACH 

The island of Bali has such a unique cultural experience for anyone who visit the area. 

Become one of the top tourism destination for international and domestic tourist, the impression 

of Bali as a culture is vary depend on anyone perspectives. For International tourist, Bali 

accentuate a very traditional ambience with their local value, arts, cultures, and daily habits. On 

the other hand, domestic tourist commonly assume that Bali is filled with western culture due to 

the presence of international tourist dominating the island. The perception end up with designation 

that Bali has a foreign-western ambiance. In fact, Balinese and the tourists that coming from 

around the world manage to coexist their cultures as well as their behavior into one new society 

that respecting the diversity in harmony.  

Conceptual Design approaches are the entry point to find solutions regarding design 

issues that emerged from the problem analysis. Design issue determination becomes the 

cornerstone of the concepts of design solution below. 

 How a modern entertainment building represent and preserve the essence of Balinese 

culture in a socially diverse area? 

1. The element of Balinese culture must be embodied in the building, using partial adaptation 

of Balinese architecture concepts in the project is considered as one of the spatial 

organization solutions in the project as well as creating an effort to preserve the essence 

of Balinese traditional culture. The implemented concepts specify in building’s mass order 

through the spatial and visual organization. The adapted concepts are: 

a. Tri Hita Karana as spatial composition concept 

b. Tri Mandala as spatial zoning concept 

c. Tri Angga as hierarchy concept 
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2. Using gestalt or parallax concept as avant-garde modernism approach for the building 

mass, resulting in ambiguous perspective visual from a certain angle. This design 

approach may trigger people’s curiosity to see the building in many 

angles to find different visual. This concept considered to be 

beneficial since the location is frequently passed by tourists in front 

of the site by walking. This concept adapting the modern people 

who likes to visit a place and taking picture in front of it as this type 

of activity is mainly encouraged by the inevitable era of social 

media. This approach also morphing the building into an inhabitable 

sculpture, for example The Vessel of Hudson Yards in New York City. 

3. Pastiche approach in order to pay homage of Kecak Dance that originally showing in 

Uluwatu, Bali under the consideration of similar orientation that possibly replicating the 

condition in Uluwatu. The audience of amphitheater is facing Kecak dancers with the 

background of sunset. The approach also adapted on the façade using Balinese identic 

pattern to inspire the façade texture and design. 

 How to fit a large scale entertainment venue in already overcrowded tourism area? 

1. Circulation Manipulation approach in the site, the method will be realized by extending the 

vehicle circulation that enters the site. 

This concept will allow the constant 

flow of vehicle which enters the site 

either to drop-off or pick up 

passengers. The circulation also 

linearly circling the site as the location 

provided with surrounded one-way 

alleyway.  

Figure 6. 1 Illustration of 
Gestalt concept showcase 
ambiguity of a visual image 

Source: id.kisspng.com 

SITE 

Figure 6. 2 Illustration vehicle of circulation flow manipulation 
Source: customized geo-mapping and self-analyzed figure 
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2. The site will be frequently passed by tourists who usually sightseeing by walking in front 

of the site. The concept is placing public space in threshold part of the site nearby the 

street, once the crowd is gathered, it’ll create a mass 

of people. Based on the theory of crowded appeal, 

this will benefit the building to have more visitor 

because the crowd attracts more people and increase 

the curiosity to check in the venue.  

3. Utilizing several public spaces such as main hall 

as free entrance area, that way everyone who has 

desire to visit the venue can freely enter the venue. 

The space may be beneficial to provide communal 

activities.  

 How the project maximizing the natural element into the building? 

1. The project location accentuates the beach element into the site. The site sits nearby the 

ocean line means the building will receive higher air pressure due to constant wind 

exposure from the sea. This offer the building 

to adapt semi-outdoor spaces approach, allow 

conceivably constant wind pressure from the 

sea area since the wind distribution mainly 

coming from Northwest. The building is capable 

to catch as many air pressure as possible.  

Figure 6. 3 Crowds gathering in the 
threshold of a building 

Source: depositphotos.com 

Figure 6. 4 Illustration of free entry public 
spaces 

Source: pinterest.com 

Figure 6. 5 Illustration of a sublime combination of 
beach and building 

Source: dazeen.com 
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2. Challenging the nature approach means the building is enabled to explore the limitless 

natural resources and benefit from it. Those natural resources are daylight, rainwater, and 

even the view is possibly to become a beneficial factor. In order to conduct the full benefit, 

there are concepts that possible to follow: 

a. Maximum Fenestration Concept 

The concept will utilize the efficient amount of 

windows or openings to let the natural daylight 

into the building, resulting in more sufficient 

energy consumption during the daytime. The 

second benefit from having lots of fenestration 

is the view of the surrounding landscape, 

depending on the orientation the view can be 

seen from the site or into the site. For the view outside the site, the building’s user will 

be served with a view of beach and sunset (west view), while the view inside the site 

is possible to look at the green area that will be designed in the project. 

b. Rainwater Cycle Concept 

Although the site located in the beach 

area, Kuta is still experiencing relatively 

high amount of rain throughout the year36. 

The condition is allowing the concept of 

cycling rainwater to be reused as water 

supply. The general method by collecting 

                                                

36 Meteorological, Climatological, and Geophysical Office - Region III of Denpasar (2017). 145 days of rainy day in 
one year based on Average Values of Meteorological and Geophysical Condition in Kuta by BPS Bali, accessed 
from https://bali.bps.go.id/statictable/2018/04/10/55/rata-rata-keadaan-meteorologi-dan-geofisika-di-stasiun-ngurah-
rai-tuban-2017.html, on March 20th 2019  

Figure 6. 6 Illustration of a building with lots 
of fenestration 

Source: bdcnetwork.com 

Figure 6. 7 Illustration Rainwater Cycle System 
Source: atlantiscorporation.com.au 

https://bali.bps.go.id/statictable/2018/04/10/55/rata-rata-keadaan-meteorologi-dan-geofisika-di-stasiun-ngurah-rai-tuban-2017.html
https://bali.bps.go.id/statictable/2018/04/10/55/rata-rata-keadaan-meteorologi-dan-geofisika-di-stasiun-ngurah-rai-tuban-2017.html
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the rainwater and then filter the water into clean water to be used as vegetation 

watering system.  

c. Biophilic Nuance Concept 

Biophilic nuance concept is an environment that created to make human feel 

surrounded by nature or other forms of life. In this project, the vegetation becomes the 

punctual aspect to increase the building’s 

user (human) sense of comfort through 

visual or physical experience with 

vegetation around the building spaces.  

The site itself offers a good condition of 

climate and soil for tropical vegetation to 

grow.  

d. Fluid Form and Morph Concept 

The space organization and morph are essential to create artificial environment that 

works in harmony with nature. The project initially has 4 main zoning based on the 

initial functions of the building, the fluid form concept requires an organic formation of 

space that morphs into curvilinear form that allows natural elements such as wind to 

dynamically moves by using ergonomic shape as media that distributes air flow 

smoothly.  

Figure 6. 8 Illustration building with Biophilic 
Nuance 

Source: gbdmagazine.com 

Figure 6. 9 Illustration building with fluid form and morph 
Source: actiflow.com Figure 6. 10 Illustration building with fluid form 

and morph 
Source: actiflow.com 


