
 
 

JESS’ IDENTITY DEVELOPMENT IN BRIDGE TO 

TERABITHIA BASED ON MARCIA’S THEORY OF IDENTITY 

STATUSES  

 

A Thesis Presented as a Partial Fulfillment of the Requirement to  

Obtain the Bachelor Degree in the English Literature Study Program 

 

By: 

Grace NathaniaAlvita 

15.J1.0002 

 

ENGLISH DEPARTMENT 

FACULTY OF LANGUAGE AND ARTS 

SOEGIJAPRANATA CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY 

SEMARANG 

2019 



ii 
 

JESS’ IDENTITY DEVELOPMENT IN BRIDGE TO 

TERABITHIA BASED ON MARCIA’S THEORY OF IDENTITY 

STATUSES 

 

A Thesis Presented as a Partial Fulfillment of the Requirement to  

Obtain the Bachelor Degree in the English Literature Study Program 

 

By: 

Grace NathaniaAlvita 

15.J1.0002 

 

ENGLISH DEPARTMENT 

FACULTY OF LANGUAGE AND ARTS 

SOEGIJAPRANATA CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY 

SEMARANG 

2019 

 









 
 

 
 

v 
 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

First of all, the writer would like to deliver her gratitude to Jesus Christ. He is 

the one who leads and guides her to complete this thesis. He is the Way Maker in 

her life and the One who can strengthen her from the beginning of entering college 

until finally she finishes her thesis well. Jesus is the best partner who is extremely 

influential in the writer’s life as long as she makes this thesis. He always gives her 

strength, patience and also hopes that she could reach the end of her college life with 

flying colours. No one can describe how grateful she is to know Jesus as her helper 

in trouble times.  

Second, the writer would thank to her beloved parents, Papa Jona and Mama 

Lisa who always pray for her success and never give up on her until now. They 

always concern and care about the writer’s life. This gratitude is also for her lovely 

sister, Evania, who is cheering her up when she is getting tired. Her family is also 

one of herbest supporters in every step she takes. The writer’s parents who 

accompany her for these 21 years and she cannot imagine how is her life without 

them. No words can describe how thankful she is to have them.  

The writer also would like to deliver her biggest gratitude to her best major 

sponsor, Mrs. Angelika Riyandari, Ph.D., the one who cares during her thesis and 

gives her a lot of suggestion to do her best in her thesis. She leads the writer’s way 

to pick the right topic from research methods subject until now. Also, she is never 

tired of giving her many advances and encouraging when she was getting tired of 

working on her thesis. She is the one of her lecturers who gives her many 

inspirations to manage her time while she does her thesis. She is so blessed to know 

her in the writer’s lifetime. She is also grateful to have best co-major sponsor, Dr. 



 
 

 
 

vi 
 

Heny Hartono, S.S., M.Pd, who is always patient in difficult and hectic times. Even 

more, she always gives good criticism and suggestion so that she can finish her 

thesis on time. The writer appreciates both of them much.  

The writer also would like to give her special thanks to her best place for 

complaint, Marisa, Yunike, Martha for being her best sister partner since I was in 

high school. Also her special thanks to her supporter in Faculty of Language and 

Arts, Ivena, Ririn, Evelyn, Karel and Cella who always show their spirit to the 

writer, never give up on her and cheer her up in difficult time. Also, she cannot 

imagine how her life without them all.  

She also likes to say thank you for all her friends in Faculty of Language and 

Arts batch 2015. Thank you for the best and amazing experiences in the writer’s life 

since she entered the college until now. It was started from PTMB, LKTD, Live-in, 

Character Building and also any kind of organization. The writer is so thankful to 

have all of them in her life. See all of you on the TOP guys! 

Finally, the writer hopes that this thesis can be useful for the readers. Spreading 

out her gratitude to all of you fellas!  

 

 

The writer 

 

“Behold, I am the LORD, the God of all flesh; is there anything too difficult for Me?” 

- Jeremiah 32: 27 AMP -  

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

vii 
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

PAGE OF TITLE ...................................................................................................... ii 

PAGE OF APPROVAL ........................................................................................... iii 

BOARD OF EXAMINERS ..................................................................................... iv 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT ......................................................................................... v 

TABLE OF CONTENTS ....................................................................................... vii 

ABSTRACT .............................................................................................................. ix 

ABSTRAK .................................................................................................................. x 

CHAPTER I ............................................................................................................... 1 

INTRODUCTION...................................................................................................... 1 

1.1 Background of The Study .................................................................................. 1 

1.2 Field of The Study .............................................................................................. 5 

1.3 Scope of The Study ............................................................................................ 5 

1.4 Problem Formulation .......................................................................................... 5 

1.5 Objectives of The Study ..................................................................................... 5 

1.6 Significance of The Study .................................................................................. 6 

1.7 Definition of Terms ............................................................................................ 6 

CHAPTER II .............................................................................................................. 7 

REVIEW OF LITERATURE ................................................................................... 7 

CHAPTER III .......................................................................................................... 15 



 
 

 
 

viii 
 

METHOD OF DATA COLLECTION AND ANALYSIS ................................... 15 

3.1 Method of Data Collection ............................................................................... 15 

3.1.1. Data Collection ......................................................................................... 15 

3.1.2. Data Source .............................................................................................. 15 

3.2 Method of Data Analysis .................................................................................. 16 

CHAPTER IV........................................................................................................... 17 

DATA ANALYSIS AND INTERPRETATION .................................................... 17 

4.1 Identity Diffusion ............................................................................................. 17 

4.2 Identity Foreclosure .......................................................................................... 21 

4.3 Identity Moratorium ......................................................................................... 24 

4.4 (The Second) Identity Diffusion ...................................................................... 32 

4.5 Identity Achievement ....................................................................................... 35 

CHAPTER V ............................................................................................................ 38 

CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION ................................................................... 38 

5.1 Conclusion ........................................................................................................ 38 

    5.2 Suggestion ........................................................................................................ 41 

BIBLIOGRAPHY .................................................................................................... 42



ix 
 

ABSTRACT 

Bridge to Terabithia is a film taken from a book with the same title, and it 

has been written by Katherine Paterson in October 21, 1977. This film was 

directed by Gabur Scupo in 2007. In this film, the main character, Jesse 

Aarons, develops his identity in his teenage life. The purpose of this study 

is to analyze the identity stages of Jess based on Marcia’s theory. The 

writer uses qualitative methods in this study. This study is to classify the 

identity stages of Jess based on James E. Marcia’s theory. Marcia’s four 

identity statuses are identity diffusion, identity foreclosure, identity 

moratorium, and identity achievement. The result of the study shows that 

Jess experiences all four stages of identity. In the identity diffusion stage, 

Jess has not found his truly identity. He is still confused and does not 

know what to do in his life. In the identity foreclosure stage, Jess cannot 

disobey his parents’ orders. As a result, he becomes someone who obeys 

each command given by his parents especially his father. Then, in identity 

moratorium stage, Jess begins to open up himself to accept the existence of 

others. Jess begins to accept the role of other people as a result of a friend 

named Leslie. Based on Marcia’s theory, identity moratorium is followed 

by identity achievement, but because Leslie’s death leads to Jess’ turn 

back to identity diffusion stage. However, Jess can finally rise and reach 

the identity achievement stage. He has been able to accept the reality and 

change himself to become a better person. 
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ABSTRAK 

 

Bridge to Terabithia adalah film yang diambil dari sebuah buku dengan 

judul yang sama dan telah ditulis oleh Katherine Paterson pada 21 Oktober 

1977. Film ini disutradarai oleh Gabur Scupo pada tahun 2007. Dalam 

film ini, karakter utama, Jesse Aarons , memiliki perkembangan identitas 

dalam kehidupan remajanya. Tujuan dari penelitian ini adalah untuk 

menganalisis identitas Jess berdasarkan teori Marcia. Penulis 

menggunakan  metode kualitatif dalam penelitian ini. Penelitian ini 

bertujuan untuk menggolongkan tahap identitas Jess berdasarkan teori 

James E. Marcia. Empat status identitas dari Marcia yaitu difusi identitas, 

penyitaan identitas, moratorium identitas, dan pencapaian identitas. Hasil 

dari penelitian ini menunjukan pengalaman Jess dalam empat tahap 

identitas. Di tahap difusi identitas, Jess belum menemukan jati dirinya 

yang sesungguhnya. Jess masih mengalami kebingungan dan tidak tahu 

apa yang harus diperbuat. Pada tahap penyitaan identitas, Jess tidak bisa 

melawan perintah orangtuanya. Alhasil, Jess menjadi seseorang yang 

harus mematuhi setiap perintah yang diberikan orangtuanya, terutama 

ayahnya. Selanjutnya, ditahap identitas moratorium, Jess mulai membuka 

dirinya untuk menerima keberadaan orang lain. Jess mulai menerima peran 

oranglain dalam dirinya seperti hasilnya ialah seorang teman bernama 

Leslie. Berdasarkan teori Marcia, identitas moratorium diikuti oleh 

pencapaian identitas, namun karena Leslie meninggal jadi Jess harus 

kembali lagi ke identitas difusi lagi. Meskipun begitu, Jess bisa bangkit 

dan meraih identitas pencapaian. Dia sudah bisa menerima kenyataan dan 

ingin mengubah dirinya menjadi lebih baik lagi.  
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