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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1. Background of The Study 

 In the global world, communication is needed by people to build relationship with 

others. When two or more people communicate with one another, they employ a code. In 

most cases that code is called a language (Wardhaugh, 2006). Language has three 

functions. The first is an informative language function. It means that it is used to provide 

information, provide explanations, and describe something. Second is expressive language 

function. It is to express the feelings of the speaker, or other subjects. Third, the language 

serves as a direct language. It means the language is used for the direct delivery of a 

particular purpose (Lucas & Valli, 2000).  

 In expressing the feeling, people have many ways of using language and one of 

them is by swearing or producing swear words. The science that studies this topic is 

sociolinguistics. According to Ljung (2011) swear word is one of the many devices that 

languages offer speakers as a way to give additional emphasis to their speech, often in 

combination with other emphasizing techniques like stress, intonation, and tone of voice, 

not to mention non-linguistic phenomena like gestures and facial expression. 

 Swear words have a close relationship with taboo words. According to Lindahl 

(2008), taboo words are words that are not supposed to be said or used, often because they 

are regarded as improper or immoral, or believed to be supernaturally forbidden. When 

people swear, taboo words usually change their meanings completely. Swan (1998) also 
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say that the meaning of a swearword is always different from its literal (taboo) meaning. 

Compare:  

What are you doing fucking in my bed? 

(= Why are you making love in my bed? -the literal meaning of fucking) 

What are you fucking doing in my bed? 

(= Why the hell are you in my bed? - fucking used as a swear word) 

 People who use swear words in front of the public will disturb many people who 

hear it. In this case, swear words are connected to taboo words. Taboo words and swear 

words may not be allowed to be used in front of the public.   

 In society, people judge swear words as something bad and has a negative meaning. 

That is why they do not use swear words in their conversation. However, not all people 

agree with this statement. Many people still use swear words in their daily activities. 

 Swear words are a part of our language, and swearing is one of the most efficient 

ways to express extra frustration or anger in difficult situations. It is added by Hughes 

(2006) who said that we swear by some higher force or somebody; we swear that something 

is so; we swear to do something; we swear at something or somebody; and we swear simply 

out of anger, disappointment, or frustration. It is used by the participants intentionally or 

unintentionally. It could be influenced by the feeling of the participants themselves.  

 Everybody swears, at least occasionally. Swearing makes many people upset, 

annoyed, insulted, mad or even angry. It is really verbal harassment if other people hear it 

because not all people like using swear words in their conversation. 
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 It is clear that the use of swear words is quite common in speaking. We often hear 

and use them both in private and in public speaking. Besides, swear words also can be 

found on television, radio, songs, films, and novels. In other words, the use of swear words 

does not only exist in our real daily conversation. The writer interested in the movie to be 

analyzed in accordance with the use of swear words. It is because the movie is a reflection 

of human's real life. The content of the movie such as the way characters speak, act, and 

communicate with each other usually reflects the real life of the society in which a movie 

is based on. One of the examples is an American movie entitled Mac & Devin Go To 

School that was released in 2012. It is a comedy movie that contains sex, drugs, violence, 

and a lot of bad language. This movie is not appropriate for children.   

 Mac & Devin Go To High School movie was written by Jamieson Stern, Herschel 

Faber, Jarret Golding, and it was directed by Dylan C. Brown. This movie also starred by 

two famous rap artist Snoop Dogg and Wiz Khalifa as two main characters. The story is 

about valedictorian hopeful, Devin Overstreet (Wiz Khalifa) struggles to pen his graduation 

speech when it becomes clear that all his academic overachievements left him with little-

to-no life experiences. He finds an unlikely inspiration in Mac Johnson (Snoop Dogg), the 

least achieving student on campus. Mac, a 15-year senior and consummate ladies’ man, is 

smitten with the school’s new substitute chemistry teacher. He soon realizes that the only 

way he’ll truly have a chance with her is if he finally graduates high school. In only three 

weeks, Mac must cram four years of high school academics and Devin must cram four 

years of teenage experience. 

 After graduation, Devin expects to get a scholarship to Yale, arranged by his 

controlling girlfriend, Ashley. She has been refusing to have sex with Devin but, it turns 
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out, is having an affair with her father's best friend. Mac is trading weed for sex and other 

commodities; in one example, he gets the answers to the math final exam. Mac introduces 

Devin to weed, feeding him a laced brownie without Devin's knowledge and then spends 

the rest of the night with him, smoking more and explaining the need to smoke day and 

night. While high, Devin gets tattooed on his face, neck, arms, and torso. The Wiz Khalifa, 

Snoop Dogg and Bruno Mars collaboration, "Young, Wild and Free" is performed at the 

graduation. Everyone smokes and dances at graduation. 

 In this thesis, the writer chooses Mac & Devin Go To High School movie as the 

object of the research. The writer chose this movie as the topic because there are so many 

swear words that will be found remembering this movie contains sex, drug, violence, and 

a lot of bad languages as mentioned above also not good for children. This movie also 

starring by rap artists that often use swear words either on their songs and their way to 

speak. 

 The previous study about swear words was intended by Nur Aini (student of IAIN 

Maulana Malik Ibrahim Malang). The title is The Sexist Swear Words Used by The 

Character in Shottas Movie. This study was published in 2010. The focus of Aini is in 

gender to swearing words. She explained how swear words are used by the character in this 

movie. 

 Another study related to swearing words comes from Triolinda Esterika (student of 

Sanata Dharma University Yogyakarta) who analyze the swear words in “12 Years A 

Slave” movie. This study was published in 2016. The focus of Triolinda is the concept and 

purpose of swear words in this movie. 
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 Based on the previous study above the writer choose Mac & Devin Go To High 

School movie as material for his thesis. The writer has never seen others writer analyze this 

movie as the object of the research. This movie was interesting and it has an adult content 

that means it must be contains lot of swear words that can be a good topic for further 

reference study. 

  

1.2. Field of Study 

 The field of this study is Linguistics. It deals with Sociolinguistics, specifically with 

swear words. 

 

1.3. Scope of Study 

 In this study, the writer analyze swear words on Mac & Devin Go To High School 

movie. 

 

1.4. Problem Formulation 

 Based on the background of the above problems, the formulation of the problems 

in this research can be formulated as follow: 

 What types of swear words are found in Mac & Devin Go To High School movie? 

 What are the functions of swear words found in Mac & Devin Go To High School 

movie? 
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1.5. Objective of the Study 

 The main purpose of this research are: 

 To identify and classify the types of swear words found in Mac & Devin Go To High 

School movie. 

 To describe the function of swear words that found Mac & Devin Go To High School 

movie. 

 

1.6. The significance of the Study 

  In this section, the writer hopes that the research is useful for himself to add insight 

and knowledge. In addition, the writer also hopes that the research is also useful for other 

students who are at Soegijapranata Catholic University who want to analyze and learn 

about this study. Finally, the writer hopes this analysis can influence the reader to study 

language, and especially with swear words, in order to know kinds of swear words and its 

function. 

 

1.7. Definition of Terms 

 Mac & Devin Go To High School 

An American movie starred by Snoop Dogg and Wiz Khalifa. A comedy that 

follows two high school students. The one overachiever struggling to write his 

valedictorian speech, the other a senior now going on his 15th year of school. 

Directed by Dylan C. Brown and written by Jamieson Stern, Herschel Faber, and 

Jarret Golding. (“IMDb,” n.d.) 
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 Sociolinguistics 

Sociolinguistics is concerned with investigating the relationships between language 

and society with the goal of being a better understanding of the structure of 

language and of how languages function in communication (Wardhaugh, 2006).  

 Swear words 

Swear words is a perennial source of fascination for those interested in language 

and society, continuously provoking controversy and raising topical issues. An 

extraordinary range of style and content has evolved in oaths, profanity, foul 

language, and ethnic slurs over the centuries, on a scale from the most sacred 

utterances to the most taboo (Hughes, 2006). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


