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CHAPTER 3 

METHODOLOGY 

 

3.1 Type of Research 

The writer wants to classify some ambiguous movie titles in 

Hollywood into which type of ambiguity they are in. The writer got the 

ambiguous titles, categorized them into which kind of ambiguity they 

belong to, and explained why it should go under a certain category. Under 

that circumstances, the writer thinks that it is better to apply the principle 

of qualitative research for this paper. The principle will help the writer to 

interpret and analyze the movie titles she finds. Qualitative research is 

concerned with building descriptions, explanations, and theories that are 

rich, nuanced and comprehensive (Creswell, 2014).  

 

3.2 Method of Data Collection 

This research is about the ambiguity of the movie titles produced 

by Hollywood. The ambiguity theory is taken from Kreidler’s theory 

(Kreidler, 1998). People know about famous films like Avatar, Titanic, 

The Avengers, or any other famous movies. They also know that they are 

built by different movie studios. However, they might not know that all 

those movie studios are mostly located in Hollywood. It is an area in Los 

Angeles, California. There are many film industries spreading all over the 

world, but Hollywood is surely the special one. There are some movie 
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studios like Universal, Paramount, M.G.M, Fox, Walt Disney, Columbia, 

and Warner Bros which take places in Hollywood. 

The name Hollywood was actually taken from the name of a ranch 

owned by Mr. and Mrs. Wilcox (Siegel & Siegel, 2004). Hollywood 

started to be the place where people produce movies when a Colonel 

started to shoot films there in 1907. It becomes the favorite place to 

produce films for some reasons, such as the abundant year-round sunshine 

which allow more time to shoot movies and the wildly varied terrain was 

also suitable for making various genres of films outdoors. Since then, 

Hollywood has become one of the most dominant movie studios (Silver, 

2007). It is told that the total annual cinema admission earned by 

Hollywood across the globe is always more than 70%. It shows how 

dominant Hollywood compared to any other movie studios 

Therefore, the writer needed to have the list of the movie titles 

released by Hollywood. The writer finds out that she can have the lists 

from IMDb.com. IMDb is short for Internet Movie Database. It is a 

website address affiliated with the big company Amazon.com. The website 

has detailed information about the movie titles, the casts, and the critics' 

score which were made by the movie critics and how much money a 

movie has earned during its screen time.  

 

 3.2.1 Instrument 

The instrument is the titles of movies taken from the visual 

material retrieved from imdb.com. The writer did not only show the movie 
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titles, but she also observed the poster of each film. The poster might help 

to match the expectation of what kind of movie it is. Then, the writer also 

classified the genre of movies. 

 

 3.2.2 Procedure 

  There were several steps which the writer applied to do this study. 

1. The writer got more than 100 titles and sorted them out if they 

contained any ambiguities. 

2. The sorting out results 17 titles from 8 genres which contain 

ambiguities.  

3. The writer grouped them according to their genres  

4. The group was then divided into which kind of ambiguity they 

belonged to.  

5. The groups were lexical, referential, and structural ambiguities 

 

3.3 Method of Data Analysis 

The writer collected the movie titles from imdb.com. She saw the 

movies made from 2016 until 2017. The data taken were not only the 

movie titles, but also the movie poster. At first, the writer told about a 

short story review of the movie. After that, the writer put the title into the 

categories of the lexical, referential, or structural ambiguities they are in 

and then gave an explanation of why such title should go to a certain 

category. She also put them into the categories of their genres based on 

Langford’s theory (Langford, 2005). They are western, musical, war, 
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gangster, horror, science fiction, noir, and action blockbuster. The writer 

did not do any special coding to differentiate the genres. She only watched 

the movies, and categorised them accordingly when the movies have the 

specific parts that refer to a genre. 

  


