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CHAPTER III 

RESEARCH METHOD 

 

A. Research Approach 

In order to optimize the quality of information regarding how each 

gender perceives women’s sexuality, this research will be conducted with 

a qualitative approach. A qualitative approach in research emphasizes 

qualities of entities that are not then measured by any means of 

quantification (Denzin & Lincoln, 2000). Denzin and Lincoln further 

explain that qualitative research stresses that reality is socially 

constructed and how researchers seek answers to questions that stress 

how social experiences are created and given meaning.  

This qualitative research will be exploratory and conducted with a 

phenomenological approach, as it is conducted to explore opinions 

regarding the phenomena of gender stereotypes specifically towards 

women. Exploratory research in itself is a broad ranging, intentional, 

systematic data collection method conducted to maximize the discovery 

of generalizations based on description and direct understanding 

regarding areas of social or psychological life (Stebbins, 2008), while 

phenomenological research is a qualitative approach where the collected 

data is based on how human beings perceive and therefore experience 

certain phenomenon (Adams & Manen, 2008). 
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B. Topics Covered 

1. Gender differences 

2. Sexuality  

3. Cultural impact on gender 

4. Gender stereotypes  

 

C. Subjects 

1. Population  

The population of this research will be young adults currently 

pursuing a higher education in the city of Semarang, specifically those 

between the ages of 18-25. This age range is chosen because this is the 

age that individuals adjust to their sexually maturing body and feelings 

by establishing their personal sense of masculinity or femininity while 

also establishing values regarding sexual behavior (U.S. Department of 

Health and Human Services, 2013). This research will explore the 

population of young adults currently pursuing a higher education in 

Semarang. 

 

2. Sampling Method 

Sample selection within this research will be one following the 

purposive sampling method. Purposive sampling involves strategic 

choices regarding whom, where, and how research will be conducted. 

This involves the use of judgement in selecting a sample based on pre-
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established criteria that is in accordance to the researcher’s objectives 

(Palys, 2008).  

Criteria has been made in order to optimize the collected data in 

this research. The selected sample would have to fit the following 

established criteria: 

a. Heterosexual. The sample of this research is limited to heterosexual 

people, due to the fact that heterosexuality is the norm within the 

population of this research.  

b. The age is limited to people of the late adolescent/young adult group 

within the age range of 18-25.  

c. Is either of full-Javanese descent, part-Javanese descent, or has lived 

in a Javanese area for their whole life. 

 

D. Data Collection Method 

1. Interview 

Data collection for this research will be done by conducting in-

person interviews with all subjects. More specifically, the interview 

method that will be used is a semi-structured interview. A semi-

structured interview is a data collecting method by way of an 

interview but rather than having a set of pre-determined questions, 

there are a set of open-ended questions that gives the possibility of 

more/other questions to arise. This method provides data straight from 
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the source and gives easier access of other data collection methods 

such as observations and audio-recording (Clark, 2008).  

 

2. Interview Guide 

This interview guide is designed to outline the main factors that 

influences how individuals perceive and experience descriptive and 

prescriptive stereotypes of women’s sexuality. The factors that will be 

questioned include; culture, family, social circle, sexuality, gender 

identity, gender roles, and stereotypes. The questions within this 

interview will encompass the subject’s cultural, familial and social 

background, and how it has influenced their lives specifically 

regarding their gender identity and roles, and stereotypes they are 

surrounded by.  

  

E. Data Validity and Credibility 

The validity and reliability of the data that has been collected 

during the process of data collection will be examined through processes 

of prolonged engagement, theory triangulation, and thick description. 

Each examination of data validity and reliability will be displayed as one 

set of data per subject and will be compared with others subjects to 

explore any similarities and/or intersecting data.  

Prolonged engagement is done in order to increase the level of trust 

between the researcher and the respondent, therefore increasing the level 

of truth from the respondent (Moleong, 1998). Within this research, 
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prolonged engagement will be done to revisit previously asked questions 

as a tool for validation and comparison of the respondent’s current and 

previous answers and body languages.  

To further examine the collected data, theory triangulation will be 

conducted. Theory triangulation is the process of examining collected 

data with different theories in order to eliminate the researcher’s personal 

bias. Theory triangulation will be used to compare the collected data with 

pre-established theories to determine its accordance or dissonance 

towards said theories (Rothbauer, 2008). For this research, the collected 

data will be examined with the symbolic interaction theory in gender. This 

theory claims that gender, as one of many social concepts, exist through 

a society that provides the labels of “females” and “males” with distinct 

character features that are defined as being either feminine or masculine. 

Overall, in regards to gender, the symbolic interaction theory states that 

individuals create their social reality via daily interactions which play a 

role in shaping relationships with people in the daily life (Aksan, Kisac, 

Aydin, & Demirbuken, 2009). 

Thick description, a term introduced by Clifford Geertz and 

Gilbert Ryle, is the process of incorporating cultural framework and 

meanings, while providing an account that is grounded in the 

respondents’ cultural context (Maxwell & Mittapalli, 2008). This method 

of examination is chosen specifically due to the emphasis put on Javanese 

culture regarding this particular topic. Therefore, their dispositions, 

powers, and propensities to behave in certain ways in certain contexts will 

provide further information regarding to the collected data. Due to the 
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limitation provided that this research is done within a population of 

people who are either: long-term residents in the Javanese region, people 

who are of part Javanese descent, and people fully of Javanese descent, 

the thick description within this research will encompass and reference 

Javanese culture.  

 

F. Data Analysis Method 

The first method of data analysis within this research will be done 

by displaying all the data within an interview transcript. By using this 

method, all the data and information that arose during the data collection 

process is stored within one document (Hoonaard & Hoonaard, 2008).  

After creating the interview transcripts, the next data analysis 

methods are data reducing methods of content analysis and thematic 

coding. Content analysis is done by categorizing qualitative data into 

categories of similar concepts to identify consistent patterns between 

subjects and between themes. This method of analysis is also a method of 

data reduction, to eliminate insignificant data or emphasize data that is 

important to the research objective (Julien, 2008). When the data is 

analyzed by content analysis, thematic coding gives a theoretical insight 

on how and why certain themes arise (Hoonaard & Hoonaard, 2008). 

  

 

  


