CHAPTER |
INTRODLCTION

1.1 Background

Fiction deals with something imaginary. Novel 15 one of the genres that
embody various clements including those of extnnsic clementsin fiction. In the

Dictionary of World Lirerature. a novel 1s describedias follows:

the most protean of literary forms, 15 the least amenable o
formal definition. Al vanous stages of 1ts development. it has
assimilated the characteristics of other wavs of writing essavs
and letters, memoirs and histories. religious ftracts and
revolutionary mamfestoes, sketches of travel and books ol
ctiquette, all the popular vaneties of prose (Shipley. 1960,
n.283)

['hus, a novel is a kind of literary form that may deal with history, religion.
or travel There are many kinds ol novels and one of them s Gipds of Rivadh This
i an interesting navel because when 1t was published in 2005 for the first ume.

this novel became a controversy m Saudi.

The book was first published in |ebanon in 2005 and in
Fnglish in 2007 and 1s unconventional lor 1ts use of emails
to tell the story Her book causcd a lot of controversy when
it was first published. and was banned by the government in
Saudi (2000 %20



Pt

Phe government in Saudi disagrees with the sty ol the novel It is
because the novel tells about the ives of voung women who did not follow the
Muoslem regulations in Saudi T he povernment thinks thal it can make a bad
impression about Saudi when the readers read 1t Therefore, when the firs
time this novel was published. 11 was banned by the government.

Ciirfs of Rivadh, was woiten by Rajaa Alsanea who grew up in Rivadh.
The storv 18 aboul-four girls who hve im Rivadhe a city of cultarally strict
Islamic tradition. Theyv are Gamrah. Sadeem, Michele, ‘and Lames. In this
novel Gamrah has a problem with her hushand Sadeem 15 a little too willing
o please her fiance. Michele 12 o half-American and the wreng ¢lass for her
bovfriend. Faisal Since Michele's mather 15 an American, [aisal’s mother
reiuses to consent the relation berween Miechele and her son. Lamees works
hard with Litle time lor love. s because Lamees mostly focuses on her
study, so she has a little time to search for love. Gamrah, Sadeem. Michele
and Lamees come [rom nch familics. From the examples above, 1t could be
said that thev want to ¢hoose modern hives that may deal with modern culture

in strict cultaral traditions of Rivadh



Saudi 15 @ part of Arab which has cultural traditton and 1s mfluenced by

norms and rebizion . Islam

lhe religion of lslam s closely associated with Arab
ilenuty because of the origin of lslam in the Arabian
pemnsula and the lact that the language of Arabic 1s the
sacred language of the Holv Qur'an (llealth Research
Lmit, 1999, p.15)

On the other hand, Amcnca-deals wath western culture. America has 4
culture which 1s uere modern than Saudi Amernican cultore 15 always changing,
whereas in the Arab cultuge 1t 1s not changed It 15 because Arab culture 15
soverned by norms and religion. Beeause there are no strict rules on Amencan
culture. then this condition makes the Amernican people can do whatever they
want 10 da The American people are always also elaiming that what was donc by
thern 15 the best Fdward € Stewart and Milwon J Bennet sav: “Trom an carly age,
American children are encouraged 1o belicve that they themselves are the best
judges ol what they wantand what they should do.” (1891, p:63) This stercotype
can make Amencans more advanced-or more moderit than the other, “Americans

are very modern people, of course” (Stewart& Bennet. 1991, p 100)

From the cxplanation above. it could'be concluded that Arab culture is su
different and contrast from the American culture. Therefore, this could become an
interesting phenomenon that all of the girls in the novel want Lo choose their lives

1o different cultures although living in a very strict Islamic environment



In this study the writer deals wirth the character of Michele as one of the
main characters who has an interesting side to discuss Her full name 1s Mashacl
Al-Abdulrahman but she is always called Michele by her family. She s a Moslem
because her father 15 a native ol Rivadh but her mother 1s an Amencan. Born as a
hall=Amenican and 4 halt~Arab who hves in Rivadh, she tries w search lor her
cultural identity. Two different cultures are not easy to be embodicd because there
15 ome culture that becomes a dominant culture and the-other become less cultured
Inn this case a dominant culture is equal with being a colonizer and lesser culture 1s

egual with the ¢olomezed.

Tu analvee Michele (Mashagl)'s experiences, post colomalism approach is
used because it offers an insight to Orientalism theory. In pest colonialism
approach there is a connecuon with Onentalism theory, Therclore, that theory will
help the analysis of which eulture 1s more dominant for Michele's life Michele's
experiences. thoughts. beliefs, lilestyle and hehavior can be described from a Post
Colonialism perspective. With thal approach the writer expeets o find which
culture will give more influence to Michele's hife later on. This 1s why the writer
chooses a character of Michele as an object of the study and gives the utle “Girls
of Rivadh. The Arab-American Michele’s Scarch for a Cultural Idenuty™ for her

thests.



1.2 Field of the Study

The field of this study is literature

1.3 Scope of the Study

The paper will only be focused on onc of the main characters, Michele
(Mashael) and her experiences that have a connection with her struggle as a half-
American and a half-Arab who is living as a Moslem i Arab.In this study, her

experiences will be analyzed by using Post Colonialism approach.

1.4 Problem Formulation

Based on the background, the problem formulations of this study are:
1! Why does Michele search for her cultural identity”?

2. How can the Post Colonialism approach may be aof help in

cxplaining what Michele actually experiences?



1.5 (bjective of the Study

Lhe objectives of this study are:

1. To find out the reason why Michele (Mashael) searches tor her

cultural identity.

2. To explain what Michele's experiences are from Post Colonialism

approach,

1.6 Significance of the Study
[lus paper can give different wiew points o the readers aboul voung
Moslems i Saudi Arabia. Besides that, this paper can also give a chance lor
scholars such as students of Faculty of |.etters 1o analvze this novel using Post-

Colomalism approach.

1.7 Definition of Terms
There are some terms throughout the study which must be known firstly to
more W understand more about the issucs that will be discussed in this paper, such

di

a. Cultural identity; The identty ol a group or culture or of an
individual as far as one 15 mfluenced by one's belonging to a group or culture

(Z0T0.%. 3]



h. The Oriental: The person represented by such thinking The man
15 depieted as femimine, weak ver strangely dangerous because he poses a threat
o the white, Western women  The woman is both eager to be dominated and
stkangly exotic The Oriental 15 4 single image. a sweeping generalizauon, a

stercolype that crosses countless cultural and national houndaries (2010 € 4]

¢.  The Orient: T'he idea that has an historyv-and tradition of thuught,
imagery. and voeabulary that have given it reality and presence in and for the

West (Saidy 1995, pS)

d.” Latent Orientalism 15 the unconscious. untouchable cérlainty
aboutwhat the Orient is. [1s basie cortent is sratic and unanimous. Thg Orient
IS Seen as separate. cceentric, backward. silently  different. sensual, and
passive. It has a tendeney towards despotiam and away from progress. Tt
displavs feminine penetrability and supine malleability, Tts progress and value
are judged ingerms of, and.in companson to_the West. so it 1s always the

Cither, the conquerable. and the infenior (2010 Y 5)

€. Manifest Orientalism 15 what 15 spoken and acled upon. It
includes information and changes in knowledge about the Ornient as well as
pohicy decisions founded in Orientalist thinking. It is the expression in words

and actions of Latent Orentalism (20009 &)



