CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

1.1 Background of the Study

Language as a svstematic means of commuiicating ideas or feelings has many
Fu:wli{,_ﬁn'::. One of the language functions is as a communication device. Tt is like when thers
dre two persons who do not know each other meet in a public transportation. At the
beginning. they will 1alk about something like the weather. They chaose the weather o open
the conversation not because they work as weather observers who need 1o pay altention on
the weather clunge, butdt s only asa matier ol opening the conversatien. The choice of
weather as a opening topic shows that lunguage can bevsed in establishing such a
conumunication with another person

Lin fact. language 1s nat only functioned #s 4 communication device but il ¢an also be
used to share the gocial status and persanal rClationship batween its users. Fislinuan is one of
the persons who believes that opinian. According 1o Fishman (1972: 1), lanzuace itsell is an
tndicator of secial staws and personal relationships, and alse something that can Wpify ever
speech community. This shows that s henever the language is nsed, the langusgg user cannnt
avoid giving the listeners o the readers clues abouroriging and what kind o person he or she
is. This may happen because wlensomgone wants to lk. heeor she is influenced by his or
ber social factors such as the participants, the setting. the topic and the lunction, Trudgill
(1974 14} supports Fishnan's opinion by stating that the language user's aceent and speech
generally shows what part of the country he or she comes from. what sort of background he
or she has and also shows which speech community that he or she joins

Moreover. there are some components in addition ta the social fuctors that influence

the usage of a particular lunguage in a speech community, There are four differcnt
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‘catipunents or commonly noticed as dimensions which are reluted with the factors, They are
social distance. status, formality and functiona) scale. | here s no exact number on these
scales. They use Iigh and Low as their tughest and lowest scale. Similar w the factars, the
dimensions also have a big impact in doing such a linguistic choice in a speech community.

The use of the term speech cormunity itself may also been reflected from the way 4
language user uses the language he or she mastered. Sterling (20000 1) states thar speech
community is defined as any proup of people that shares some common attributes such as
language. region, race, ethnicity, race, age. ocelpation, religion. However, eventhough it is
called as community. there is no@xaetnumbér that can bestared-abatt the speech community
as the members of the commitinily may consist of some people at some guantite which can be
either siall or big number  Thetermaapeech commnnity itselParises as u consequence when
there are groups of people who can use more than one lan guapes

The ability t9 usc more than one languages ‘makes the membérs of thel cominumiy
having the chance ro choose the langudpe that they feel it ean exactly represent what they
want o share with other members, In a certain Siluation. the member of (he society. as it
represent by the specelr community. mav choose one language rathir than the others in 4
given instance. Fishimunas cited by Fasald (1984: 183) savs rhatthere is a kind af approaches
which is called as domaing that influence propld in choosimgavhich langudee to speak or. in
other words. making language choiee revarded from the stclolingdist’s point of view.
Domains are taken to be configurations of [uCtorsstch asdacation. tepic and participants

One example of the domain 1 a family domain. It is like when 2 speaker 18 4t home
talking ro another member of his or her family abaur an o ervday topic. That speaker is said
to be in famuly domain, Diglosia gives the best example of language choice aceording 1o
domain. Saville- Troike (1990 54) states that diglosia is a situation in which 1wo or more

languages in a speech communily are allocated to diffierent social function 4nd ZONtext.
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Diglosia which is related with domain analysis has its own certain degree of formality which
appears in forms of High and Low languages. The level of formality makes some domains
being seen as more formal than others. In a commuinty with diglossia, the | aw language 1=
the one that will be selected in the family domain, whereas the High language will most often
be used in a more formal domain such as cducation.

However, there is a unigue specch commuiuty in Semarang. This specch communiry
shares the same lansuages in having conversation with others. Il consists of a group of
Chinese descents who speak Dutch instead of Mandarin or Rahiasa Indonesia when they are
hanging out together,

Chinese descent Duieh specch community has a long history. Thaumembers of ths
speech community studied in e Duwieh schoot wher they Were Voung Eventhoush ths
studied in a Dutchischool. it does not mean that thew actually studied in Netherland because
belore finally declaring its independence in 1945, Indonesia had been aceupied by the Dutch
for about 330 years, Besides accupying: the Dutch alsa built some Dutch schools for the kids
of the Furopean people. spesuically Netherlander, who lived in Indonesia Yet in ffact, the
school did not unlviaeeepr the Evropean students but alsa Indonesian and Chinssse descent
people o studs there.

As the Dutch colonfalization in Indonesia refiained existing at thaytime. the role and
status of Dutch was also highlv heine the lunguage of povernméntand.cducation. Indoncsian
as the native langnage and also Clinese Southe” Ghinede descent mutive languape were
considered as second cluss languanes This sitnarion. as quoted in Burhanudeen (200311,
happened exactly like in Malavsia which was oceupied by England. Dutch in Indonesia as
Enghsh in Malavsia was also reganded as an indispensable requirement for social and
economic mobility. Due to these roles. the learning and use of Duecth was greatly pursued by

members of the local multirzcial population comprising of Indonesian. Chinese and other



mmumigrants. This process means (hat the Indonesians as well as the Chinese descent people,
specifically the ones that have ever studied 1n a Durch speaking schoal. have a kind of
exposure 10 use Dulch rather than other languages when they are having conversation with
other Dutch speaking persons,

Il is interesting to sve what the social lactors that influence the speech community to
use Dutch language. In this study, the writer gave her analysis on the social factors of the

Chinese descent speech community who speak Dutch language in Semarang.

1.2 Ficld of the Study
The study is aboutthe social factors which influence u speech community 1o use

Durtch language to speak. The study is within the domain ofsociolinguistics,

.3 Scope of the Study
In this study, the writer analyzed the social (actors that influepce Chinese descent

speech community in Semarang to use Dutch language,

1.4 Froblem Formulation
This study has the tllowing problem formulation:
. Whal are the social factors which lead Chinese deseent-speech community in
demarang to choose Dutch as one of the lawguage thar they use to speak in

their eommunity?

1.5 Objectives of the Study

This study has the following obijectives of the studys



. The objective of the study is 1o find out the social tactors which lead Chinese
descent speech community in Semarang to choose Dutch as one of the

language that thev use 1o speak in their community,

1.6  Significance of the Study

The writer hopes that this study will make people know more about a speech
cu:ﬁmunity and also the social factors that influence its members in choosing one of the
languages they are able 1o speak.

This study can also be scenasa Stepping stone for anvene who wants 1o conduct a
further study about the related tapic, The writer also hopes that this study will make the

readers know maore about the socivlinguistics in general

1.7 Definitions of Term

Social factors - the components which are gencrally refflect and influence linguistic choices
m any situations. Not all social factors-are relevant but they can be grouped in
wavs which are helpful in the form of the participants, the setting, (he topic

and the function as quoted from Halmes (2001: 5)

Chinese descent : people that their anchestors come from the mainland of China huor thesy

were nat borm in Chima

Specch communily: a group of people which share one or more than one common altribute

such as religion and race
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