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CHAPTER 5 

CONCLUSION 

 

  The purpose of this thesis is to find out the visual images of the character 

of Artemisia from the movie 300: Rise of An Empire which portrays the girl 

power theory within. Based on the analysis in chapter four, Artemisia displays the 

spirit of girl power which contains empowerment, bravery, and freedom . Firstly, 

the empowerment and the bravery within herself is portrayed by her role in this 

movie when she first appears as a common citizen, a nobody, and then she 

chooses her own freedom to become a naval commander with deadly skill that 

feared by her enemies.  

 In movie 300: Rise of An Empire,   Artemisia, as a woman, shows not only 

her feminine side, but also her masculine side. Artemisia’s femininity and 

masculinity appear to be consistent with the girl power theory by Emily Zaslow in 

her book ‘Feminism, Inc. Coming of Age in Girl Power Media Culture’, which 

emphasizes the idea  that women can choose freedom whether they want to appear 

as a feminine or as a masculine, whether they want to be girly and when to be 

powerful, whether they want to be a mother or a housewife and when they have to 

be professional. Also women have freedom and equal status as men in order to 

choose the job they want or become whatever they want to be in their lives. It is 

portrayed in Artemisia, in her role as a commander. Being a commander, 

especially if you are a woman, is not a common thing among the society, but 
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Artemisia use her chance to be able to be powerful and use her freedom to be 

whatever she wants to be in her life, which is as a naval commander.  

 Artemisia, as a woman, still represents her feminine side in this movie 

through the use of make up such as red lipstick and eye shadow, and also the use 

of other feminine accessories such as earrings, necklace, and dress, as explained in 

chapter  four. Artemisia  maintains her hair long, which is also a part of feminine 

side.  

 In her masculine side, Artemisia appears to show it through her role as a 

woman who become a commander among the men. The other traits to emphasize 

her masculinity in this  movie is that she has muscular arms and non-curvy body, 

which is not considered as the ideal image of feminine women. Also, her 

masculinity is represented by the usage of costumes such as armors and boots that 

she wears during the war. The use of armors indicates her masculine side, because 

armors and boots were usually worn by men at the war. However, the armors are 

shaped like dress to highlight her feminine image as a woman.  Beside the use of 

armors and boots, there are also several weapons used by Artemisia in this movie. 

The weapons are swords, dagger, and arrow. The use of those weapons to defeat 

her enemies, emphasizes her masculinity, and also shows her bravery and her aim 

to get whatever she wants in her life.  Last but not least, the use of black color by 

Artemisia all along the movie, reflects her power and her independence as a 

woman and a a commander.  
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 Based on those proofs above, Artemisia’s visual images which show her 

empowerment, equality, freedom, and independence as a woman are consistent 

with Zaslow’s girl power theory. 

 

  


