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elements in fiction. In the Dictionary of World Literature, a novel is 

described as 

the most protean of literary forms, is the least amenable to 
formal definition. At various stages of its development, it has 
assimilated the characteristics of other ways of writing essays 
and letters, memoirs and histories, religious tracts and 
revolutionary manifestoes, sketches of travel and books of 
etiquette, all the popular varieties of prose (Shipley, 1959, 

p.283). 

Thus, a novel is a kind of literary form that may deal with the elements 

of history, religion, or travel, etc. 

106 

Literature is a term used to refer to anything from creative writing 

to more technical or scientific work, which includes the works of fiction 

and non-fiction. As a work of fiction, the novel is an act of the writer's 

imagination in selecting, ordering and interpreting I if e experiences 

(Taylor, 1981 ). Like other art, a fiction may deal with significant or 

universal issues (Muller, 1994 ), that could embody the extrinsic 

Abstract: A work of literature such as a novel is often a mental 
evidence of the author's socio-cultural condition. Through analyzing 
Red Harvest, a reader can have an overview of the different 
characteristics of a classical versus a modern hard-boiled detective. AT 
the same time, the story offers a glimpse of the American socio-cultural 
and political condition of the 1920s . In reflection, the story is interesting 
as it can be compared with the current Indonesian corrupted society. 

Key words: American 1920s, classical detective, hard-boiled detective, 
corruption. 

107 

In the American Studies discipline, the novel as a product of 

literature is referred as a mental evidence of someone's or the American 

nation's life experiences. This means that understanding a novel cannot 

be separated from understanding its social, historical, and cultural 

background. This has been clearly stated by the Arnericanist, Henry 

Nash Smith, who believes that a study of a work is "at once biographical, 

historical, sociological and literary" ( I %0, p. 7). This is similar to M .H .  

Abrams' mimetic approach, which views "the literary work" as "an 

imitation or reflection, or representation of the world and human life" 

(1988, p .39). Consequently, as a mental evidence or social document, a 

literary work produced in a particular era would reflect the distinctive 

socio cultural values which are different to those written in other eras . 

This is supported by Bakcli Soemanto, who adds that "a literature is an 

artifact which serves for the common ground based on which any 

artifacts are its equals" (1999, p. 5). Thus, as an artifact, a novel can 

contribute to a world view of a particular era. 

... 
LITERATURE AS MENTAL EVIDENCE 
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