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About this presentation 

• TELL: What and why 

• Past TELL projects 

• Perception and observation 

• Takeaways 



What? 
• Technology-enhanced language learning: the 

use of various forms of digital technology to 

support learning.  

• Less emphasis on computer, less drill-based 

exercises (Bush & Roberts, 1997). 

• More emphasis on multimedia and social media  

• Technology is a tool 

 



TECHNOLOGY 



The impact of technology  

Junco, R., Heiberger, G., & Loken, E. (2011) 



(Backlund & Hendrix, 2009) 

(Gee, 2003; Gros, 2007; 
Shaffer, 2006; Squire, 
2005) 

 (Yang, 2012).  

(Piirainen-Marsh & Tainio, 2009) 



Why? 
• To increase students’ awareness of 

language functions and structure 

• To enable students to apply language 

functions and structure in real situations 

• To provide opportunities for students to 

be the constructors of knowledge 

• To increase students’ self-confidence 

 



Why? 
• Learning is a complex social process 

– Learning happens through participation 

– Learning transformation needs other people 

– Learners internalize inputs through 

interaction with other people 

– Learners create meanings through activities 

(situated learning) 

– Knowledge accumulates through practices 

 

 

 



Past TELL projects 

 

 







What do students say? 

• Students’ perception 

– Fun 

– Being public increases awareness (both 

language and image) 

– Challenging group dynamics (adjusting 

members’ schedule, free riders) 

– Time consuming 

 

 

 



• Observation 

– Students  

• showed improved language awareness 

• became more confident 

• became very good troubleshooter 

• spent more time on design 

• had limited time to assess errors 

• worked hard to perform their best 

– Technological problems happened 

– License was limited 

 

 

What does observation say? 



• Evidence of learning as social activity 

– Students as  

• constructors of knowledge 

• collaborators 

• researchers 

• problem solvers 

• achievers 

– Teachers as  

• collaborators 

• facilitators 

 

 

 

 

 

Takeaways 



Learning model 

Planning 

Designing 

Testing 
Implement

ing 

Evaluating 

Linguistic 
input 

Digital 
literacy 

Expected 
outcome 



What needs to be improved 

 
–Evaluation (time limitation) 

–Learning reflection 

 

 

 



Closing remarks 
• Teaching goals should not be considered less 

important.  

• Teachers have to inform the purposes of TELL 

projects. 

• TELL projects should be in integration with the 

syllabus. 

• There is evidence of the role of technology in 

motivating students to perform their best; thus, 

teachers should constantly seek ways to make 

technology an integral part of their teaching 

methods. 
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