
 
 

CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1 Background of the Study 

Chinese in Indonesia comprises around 7 million or about 3% of 

the total population of nearly 250 million (Turner & Allen, 2007). The 

Chinese people living in Indonesia are of different origins and different 

socioeconomic class. Yet, these Chinese may share the same Chinese 

tradition such as Chinese New Year.  The celebration of Chinese New 

Year has become important since 2000 when for the first time after the late 

1965s, Chinese New Year was allowed to be celebrated in Indonesia under 

President Abdurrahman Wahid (Turner & Allen, 2007). It was then made 

formal when in 2003 President Megawati agreed that Chinese New Year 

became a state holiday (Turner & Allen, 2007). 

Chinese people in Semarang and Yogyakarta celebrate Chinese 

New Year and they consider Chinese New Year as a vital yearly tradition 

(Müller, 2011) Muller’s interviewees said that Chinese New Year was an 

important moment in which they brought or cooked special food to 

celebrate it. Muller described how people in Yogyakarta in 2011 

celebrated Chinese New Year in an event called Chinese culture fare 

(Pekan Budaya Tionghoa/ PBTY). It was a parade focused not only on the 

Chinese culture but also on the diversity of cultures that prevails in 

Yogyakarta (Müller, 2011). However, Muller’s study (2011) found that 
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there were only few interviewees who said that they still celebrated 

Chinese New Year by going to a klenteng (Chinese Temple). The writer 

thinks that the reason most interviewees not going to a klenteng (Chinese 

temple) is that they might be non-Khong Hu Chu or non-Buddhist Chinese 

although as Chinese they celebrate Chinese New Year.  

The different activities done by Chinese Indonesians in celebrating 

Chinese New Year as described above have made the writer interested in 

conducting a study on how Chinese Indonesians in Semarang celebrate 

Chinese New Year. The writer studies in detail how Semarang people 

celebrate Chinese New Year. 

1.2.  Field of the Study  

The field of the study is folklore especially folk customs.  

1.3.  Scope of the Study  

This study focuses on how Semarang Chinese Indonesians celebrate 

Chinese New Year. 

1.4. Problem Formulation 

There is one question that is formulated for this thesis: 

How do Chinese Indonesians in Semarang celebrate Chinese New Year? 

1.5. Objective of the study 

The objective of this study is: 

To describe how Chinese Indonesians in Semarang celebrate Chinese New 

Year. 
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1.6. Significance of the Study  

This study will help students to understand more about folklore theories 

and customs aspects which are analyzed by the writer. Hopefully, the 

students can learn about the traditions still practiced by Chinese 

Indonesians in Semarang.  

  

1.7. Definition of Terms 

1. Chinese New Year 

The Chinese New Year is defined to be the first day of the first month in 

the traditional Chinese calendar which is based on solar calendar. Its date 

indicates both the moon phase and the time of the solar year. A lunar 

month is around two days shorter than a solar month. In order to catch up 

with the solar calendar, an extra month is inserted every few years. This is 

why, according to the solar calendar, the Chinese New Year falls on a 

different date each year (Katie, 2010). 

2. Folklore  

Folklore is something  voluntarily  and  informally  communicated, created 

or done by members of a group (which  can  be  of  any  size,  age,  or  

social  and educational level);  it  can  circulate  through whatever  media  

(oral,  written  or  visual)  and available to this group; it has roots in the 

past, but also present relevance; it usually recurs in many places, in similar 

but not quite identical form; it has both stable and variable features, and  

evolves  through  dynamic  adaptation  to new circumstances (Simson 

&Route, 2000).  
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3. Folk custom  

Folk custom is the passing down of elements of a culture from generation 

to generation, especially by oral communication: cultural practices that are 

preserved by tradition (Holiday, 1996) 

4. Tradition 

According to Bauman as cited in Holliday (1996) in Folklore, Cultural 

Performances, and Popular Entertainments, tradition is seen as a 

selective, interpretive construction, the social and symbolic creation of a 

connection between aspects of the present and the past. 

5. Semarang Chinese 

Semarang Chinese are descendants who were born and grew up in 

Semarang. Semarang Chinatown is one oldest kampungs in Semarang. As 

an area that has very thick culture values, Semarang Chinatown is 

identified to have a lot of local wisdom. Semarang Chinatown community 

settled in Semarang. Semarang Chinatown has always taken the role as a 

regional trade in Semarang. The character of Semarang Chinatown as a 

Chinese settlement area has not changed, even in modern era, the cultural 

and traditions of China are not lost at all (Widiastuti, Rahmat, & Aseani, 

2015).  


