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CHAPTER III 

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

 

3.1 Type 

In this research I use descriptive qualitative analysis. Accroding to 

Sturisno Hadi qualitative research is “collecting the data, analyzing the 

data, and drawing a conclusion without making a generalization” (1983, p. 

3). It is called qualitative since it is a type of research which does not 

include any calculation or enumeration. This is supported by Subroto 

(1992, pp. 6-7) who states that a qualitative research is a kind of research 

which is not designed to use the statistic procedures (1992, pp. 6-7).So, in 

this research, the writer will collect data and analyze it descriptively 

without making any method of calculation. 

 

3.2 Data Source 

The main data for this research are the lyrics from Blink 182. There 

are many songs in several albums that Blink 182 produced, but only three 

songs are chosen for this research. They are: Stay Together for the 

Kids,Adam’s Song and Stockholm Syndrome. These songs are believed to 

have pessimistic words that are worthy to analyze. 
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3.3 Data Analysis and Interpretation 

In doing the analysis, there are a few steps that I did as a 

researcher. Firstly, I chose a punk group that has made an album, i.e. Blink 

182. While listening to the song, I transcribed the lyrics. After transcribing 

the lyrics, I chose the words that can be categorized as negative or 

pessimistic words. After the categorization, I analyzed the lyrics by using 

Barthes‟ Semiotics theory.  I used the denotative and then the connotative 

interpretation to paraphrase the lyrics. The paraphrase was also done by 

trying to find the meaning behind the codes and signs that the band or I did 

to write the song lyrics.  

As an example of analysis is in stanza 2 taken from Stay Together 

for the Kids (2001)as follows: 

So here's your holiday,      5 

hope you enjoy it this time, you gave it all away         6 

it was mine, so when you're DEAD and gone         7 

will you remember this night, twenty years now lost,     8 

it's not right.       9 

 

Here in line 3 is found a word „dead‟. By using „dead‟ as the 

signifier, I am able to interpret it as a signified sign. With this step, I can 

also interpret it further as a denotative sign of „dead‟ to mean “no longer 

alive”. After this, I interpret it through the connotative process to arrive at 

the meaning of “loss of hope and dream” and later also arrive to the 

meaning that the punks feel that they are of a “minority” group and 
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therefore, becomes, understandable why they are “pessimistic towards 

their world. This connotative meaning can be taken from the reality that 

most people will look down on punk for their messy look and rebellios 

habit. ” Figure 2 explains the process: 

 

1. Signifier 

- Dead 

2. Signified 

- Dead 

3. Denotative sign 

- No longer alive 

4. Connotative signifier 

- Dead 

5. Connotative signified 

- Dead 

6. Connotative sign 

- Loss of hope and dream 

Figure 2. 

Application of Barthes semiotics 

to the word „dead‟. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




