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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1 Background of the Study 

Music is an expression of people‟s feelings,  Ferdinadi elaborates 

about music as being “the medium through which people can express their 

inner feelings and show off aside of themselves that most people would 

never see” (2010, p. 1). Thus, rather than just listen and play others‟ music, 

some people may make a breakthrough by creating their own music. These 

people would start to express what they feel andwhat they think about life,  

and try to addmessages inside their music and lyrics. 

Ferdinandi continues to explain that the messages delivered in the 

form of song lyrics are mostly about what people feel and experience at 

the time of the music making. The song lyrics convey what Ferdinandi 

calls as a “...direct reflection of our culture‟s values”(2010, p. 2).In music, 

each genre has its own specialty in creating lyrics. For instance,  blues  is 

known for its strong desperate lyrics, and jazz with their sweet and 

beautiful musical chords struck to fit the listeners‟ feelings. 

Like Blues and Jazz, Punk music is known as a music genre that 

mostly tells about their community or immediatesocial phenomenon that 

expresses their sadness or protest about certain ideologies, rather than limit 

themselves to passive forms of protest (Ferdinandi, 2010, p. 4). Punk 

music expresses its disapproval to  society in their song lyrics. Putri in her 
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thesis entitled “The Conspicuous Characteristics of American Punk 

Reflected in The Lyrics of Punk Song by Fifteen and Punk Guy (Cause He 

Does Punk Things) by NOFX” says that “Almost all the punkers express 

their ideas and feeling in song lyrics. The lyrics mostly tell about punk 

community itself, social phenomena, rebellion, grievances, and a variety of 

anti-authoritarian ideologies” (2011, p. 1). 

Nowadays, punk music has spread all over the world for their 

typical music color and their lyrics. Starting in the late 1970‟s in England, 

where high unemployment rates and inflation arise because of the 

controversial Vietnam War, the punk lyrics attracted young people who 

lived in the midst of political condition where these youngsters thought the 

condition have shut their creativity. The youth felt that they were being 

used during Vietnam War and were then neglected by the same regime 

when the war was over. Based on this event, Ferdinandi reports that the 

English youngsters created music and an entire new counterculture 

revolving around rebellion and discontent, and called themselves as 

Punks(2010, p. 4). In Putri‟s words, “punk music is the result of protest 

about social, economic, political, cultural, and religious problem” (2011, p. 

2). This opinion is supported by Stewart, who believes that punks express 

their inner selves through, “an expression of anger and frustration at the 

circumstances in which they found in themselves” (2011, p. 71). 

That punk music is a result of protests against issues experienced 

by contemporary society is worth to study further. In thisthesis, I found the 
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notion of protests punks have when writing their song lyrics. I have a 

special reason to analyze punk songs. Personally, I am motivated by a 

great punk drummer, Travis Barker, who is a drummer for Blink 182, 

which originates from the U.S.  He explicitly shows his love for punk 

music in his unique clothing style worn during his performance and also 

during his daily activities. Travis wears unique clothing  because he wants 

to show the world that law and regulation which govern the way people 

dress are not absolute.  

Punk, therefore, is more than just a music genre. It is also a lifestyle 

and a way of thinking. For example, punks form a movement named DIY 

(Do It Yourself) as a protest against the capitalistic practice which imposes 

musicians to sign in with a major culture industry record label to produce 

their songs. Starting from the DIY movement, the punks establish indie 

labels to produce their songs (2010, p. 10).  

, I will show my analysis for the three songs from Blink 182: Stay 

Together for The Kids from the album Take Off Your Pants and Jacket 

(2001); Adam’s Song from the album Enema of The States (1999); and 

Stockholm Syndrome from the album Blink 182 (2003). I believed that the 

lyrics of the songs show punk‟s feelings of pessimism about their 

surroundings. Words such as “lost”, “no sense”, “victim”, “gone”, and 

“hard” are samples of punk‟s pessimist‟s feelings. 

 In order to know exactly about the words that show the 

expressions of pessimism, I was using Roland Barthes‟ semiotics theory to 
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analyze the lyrics of the songs I chose for this study. Barthes says that, “In 

any system of signs, whatever their substance and limits; images, gestures, 

musical sounds, objects, and the complex associations of all these, which 

form the content of ritual, convention or public entertainment, constitute, if 

not languages, at least systems of signification”(1964, p. 9). The 

signification that Barthes means consists of the signs, signified, and 

signifier. More on this will be discussed further in the literature review.  

By focusing on the lyrics of the three songs written by Blink 182, I 

prove that the punks‟ belief of the world as offering only a pessimistic 

environment is found true. That is why this thesis is entitled “Pessimism in 

Three Selected Punk Songs from Blink 182”. 

 

1.2 Field of the Study 

The field of this study is literature especially one that concentrates 

on the popular culture of punks lyrics. 

 

1.3 Scope of the Study 

 In analyzing Blink 182 song lyrics, the analysis is limited to the 

use of Barthe‟s semiotics theory to analyze Stay Together for The Kids, 

Adam’s Song, and Stockholm Syndrome. 
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1.4 Problem Formulation 

1.What words in the three songs denote the pessimistic view of Blink 

182? 

2. How do the words, phrase, and ideas from the three songs connote 

the pessimistic view of Blink 182? 

 

1.5 Objective of the Study 

1. To know what words in the three songs denote the pessimistic view 

of Blink 182. 

2. To see how the words, phrases, and ideas of the three songs connote 

the pessimistic view of Blink 182.  

 

1.6 Significance of the Study 

This study is significant in applying Barthes‟ semiotics theory to 

analyze song lyrics and to provide proof to the readers that punk music 

expresses pessimism, so the readers can learn that music is influenced by 

the society in addition; and to show that punk is a lifestyle.   

 

 

 

 

 




