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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1 BACKGROUND OF STUDY 

Indonesia is a pluralistic country which contains people with many cultural 

forms, such as, tribes, dances, foods, cultures, or religion. That is why Indonesia 

is considered as a cultural state. Culture is the characteristic and knowledge of a 

particular group of people defined by everything from languages, religions, arts, 

customs, beliefs, values, traditions and rituals. The history and heritage appeared 

in culture as the way to express ideas and creativity. According to Hofstede 

(1997, p.1) “Culture refers to the knowledge, experience, beliefs, values, 

attitudes, meanings, hierarchies, religion, notions of time, roles, spatial relations, 

and concepts of the universe acquired by a group of people in the course of 

generations through individual and group striving”. There are many kinds of 

ethnics, traditions, customs and languages in Indonesia that make many countries 

consider that Indonesia is a pluralistic country consisting of many tribes, 

religions, customs and also many kinds of way of life (Lende, 2012) 

Based on the richness of culture in Indonesia, ritual and tradition have a 

relation and affect each other. Therefore, ritual is very attached to each event or 

cultural tradition. Tradition has information, beliefs and customs that are told by 

words of mouth or examples. It is inheritated from one generation to other and it 

is commonly not in written instructions. Through tradition, ritual is passed down 

to the next generation (Diana, 2011). In Indonesia, some festive rituals are used 
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for religion, wedding, funeral, welcoming guests or bringing good luck. 

Wohangara (2013) wrote about an access ritual in Sumba, East Nusa Tenggara, he 

shows how Sumbanese people practice a daily ritual of social visit (paariyang) in 

which the guest and the host get involved in a particular kind of traditonal 

practices to maintain the ethics of social intercourse. 

Ritual is an activity which is developed in a group of people, passed down 

from generation to generation; it is done by holding ceremonies or performances 

to maintain some values, beliefs and experiences. Ritual has a form ceremonies or 

performances that are structured and there are some rules and regulations that 

must be done (Sims & Stephens, 2005, p. 99) 

 A belief in God is a form of spiritual culture and people do ritual or 

traditional ceremony to respect their ancestors. They believe in supernatural forces 

that exceed human capabilities. People consider ritual as a tribute to their ancestor 

so they can have safety and life prosperity if they do the ritual. According to 

Su’ud “The action of ritual is a human-being in a form of rites or ceremony which 

is classified as an observance of religious duties done as the manifestation and 

system of assurance upon a form of supernatural characteristic (2001, p. 34). 

Ritual is closely related to people’s perception about myth or legend story. 

Myth is a means to pass down the holy experiences because the myth is a 

symbolic language for communication. Peoples’ life is not only to communicate 

with peoples, but also communicate with invisible things. Religious myths 

become a guideline peoples within act and engage with reality and their 

environment. People use an exciting ritual to establish communication between 
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real world and the supernatural. They do not think in rational and logical terms 

like claimed by Whitehouse claims that “Consequently, people do not try to 

justify ritual actions in rational-causal terms, indeed would recognize how 

inappropriate that would be, but instead seek justifications with reference to 

custom, reciprocity, duty, myth, and symbolism” (2011, p.2). The relationship 

between people and the supernatural system is due to the belief system about myth 

or legend story. People ask a blessing to the good spirits and they also want that 

evil spirit to not interfere them. Furthermore, ritual makes people keep the social 

values and norms orally or not (Senft, 2009) 

One of the rituals that still exist is Asrah Batin in Karanglangu village, 

Grobogan, Central Java. When doing her community service in this village, the 

writer got the opportunity to witness the community who celebrated this ritual. 

The writer was amazed that in this challenge of modern time when traditional 

pratices are oftenly considered “primitive,” and thus tend to be left behind, the 

people still care to mantain their tradition. Therefore, the writer made up her mind 

to carry out research of the Asrah Batin ritual. The first focus of research is to 

describe what the ritual is all about, especially how it is processed. The second 

focus is to explain the functions of this ritual for Karanglangu and Ngombak 

community. Logically, people practice rituals because they benefit from them. 

Therefore, the writer intends to answer the the questions on what the Asrah Batin 

ritual is and its functions for the community in a thesis entitled “Asrah Batin 

Ritual and its Functions for Karanglangu Community in Karanglangu village, 

Grobogan, Central Java”.  This research is a kind of appreciation to the people, 
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especially those living in Karanglangu village, who still maintain their cultural 

practices. By doing a research on this ritual,  the writer wants to provide more 

information on a a still-praticed ritual and asks for anyone interested in tradition to 

write about any other variously cultural practices which characterized the 

Indonesian people. 

1.2 FIELD OF STUDY 

Since the research deals with the Asrah Batin ritual in Karanglangu and 

Ngombak village, the basic field of the research is Folklore. 

1.3 SCOPE OF THE STUDY 

The scope of study is Asrah Batin ritual and its functions. The 

reseacher will give an eloborative explanation on the ritual, its process and 

functions. Therefore, this research is descriptive and functional in nature. As the 

writer already mentioned in the introduction part of this thesis, the writer gets to 

know this ritual when joining a service KKN program in Karanglangu village. The 

chief village of Karanglangu told the writer a legend which provides a basis to the 

ritual performance. This triggers the writer to find out more about the ritual. 

1.4 PROBLEM FORMULATION 

The problems that will be answered in this research are: 

1. What is Asrah Batin ritual? 

2. What are the functions of Asrah Batin ritual for Karanglangu and Ngombak 

community? 
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1.5 OBJECTIVES OF STUDY 

This study has objectives, they are: 

1. To know what Asrah Batin ritual is 

2. To find the functions of ritual of Asrah Batin to Karanglangu and Ngombak 

community 

1.6 SIGNIFICANCE OF STUDY 

The result of the research is significant for Ritual studies field. As far as 

the writer knows, there have been no students of the Faculty of Language and Arts 

who have so far done a research on Indonesian rituals. Therefore, this study is a 

contribution to ritual studies expecially those concerning with traditions. Ritual is 

a part of our life experiences. People practice it either regularly on special 

occasions. Studying rituals then means learning our behaviors, values, and beliefs. 

This study is also an appreciation to our own culture.  

1.7 DEFINITON OF TERMS 

 Ritual 

A ritual is a particular type of tradition that repeated, habitual actions, 

frequently highly organized and controlled. Rituals are more purposeful than 

custom, it indicates or announce membership in a group (Sims & Stephens, 

2005, p. 95). 

 Asrah Batin 

Asrah means surrender and Batin means heart or soul (Nardiati, 2009). 

The meaning of Asrah Batin is an act, whichis aimed to strengthen the kinship 

between Karanglangu and Ngombak people. 
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 Community 

A group of people living in the same defined area sharing the same basic 

values, organization and interests (Rifkin, 2003) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


	DADAA
	Page 1

	NENO- chapter 1 2 3 5 6 PDF

