
 
 

TEACHERS’ CHALLENGES OF TEACHING ENGLISH AS A FOREIGN 

LANGUAGE IN SENIOR HIGH SCHOOLS 

 

 

A THESIS 

 

 

 

by 

Yuannita 

Student Number: 12.80.0036 

FACULTY OF LANGUAGE AND ARTS 

SOEGIJAPRANATA CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY 

SEMARANG 

2016 

 

 



i 
 

TEACHERS’ CHALLENGES OF TEACHING ENGLISH AS A FOREIGN 

LANGUAGE IN SENIOR HIGH SCHOOLS 

 

A Thesis Presented as a Partial Fulfillment of the Requirement to Obtain the 

Bachelor of Linguistic Degree in the English Letters Study Programme 

 

 

 

 

by 

Yuannita 

Student Number: 12.80.0036 

FACULTY OF LANGUAGE AND ARTS 

SOEGIJAPRANATA CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY 

SEMARANG 

2016 

  



ii 
 

A THESIS ON 

 

 

TEACHERS’ CHALLENGES OF TEACHING ENGLISH AS A FOREIGN 

LANGUAGE IN SENIOR HIGH SCHOOLS  

 

 

by 

 

Yuannita 

Student Number: 12.80.0036 

 

 

 

 

Approved by, 

 

 

 

 

 

Emilia Ninik A.,SP., M.Hum. October 27
th

, 2016 

Major Sponsor 

 

 

 

 

 

Angelika Riyandari, Ph.D. October 27
th

, 2016 

Co-Sponsor 

 

 

  



iii 
 

A thesis defended in front of the Board of Examiners on October 27
th

, 2016 

and declared acceptable 

 

 

BOARD OF EXAMINERS 

 

 

 

Chairperson  : Emilia Ninik A.,SP., M.Hum          _____________ 

Secretary  : Angelika Riyandari, Ph.D.               _____________ 

Member  : Antonius Suratno,Ph.D.                   _____________ 

 

 

 

 

 

Semarang, October, 27-2016 

Faculty of Letters 

Soegijapranata Catholic University 

Dean, 

 

 

 

 

 

Angelika Riyandari, Ph.D. 

 

 

 

  



iv 
 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

First of all, I want to express my gratitude to Jesus that always gives me 

strength and patience to finish this thesis. I also want to say thanks to people that 

always inspire and motivate me to finish this thesis; 

1. My family who has always supported me. 

2. Emilia Ninik A., SP., M.Hum., as my major-sponsor, who has sincerely 

guided me and given me support and advice in finishing my thesis. 

3. Angelika Riyandari, Ph.D. as my co-major sponsor and also as the dean of 

faculty of Language and Arts Soegijapranata Catholic University, for encouraging 

me and giving me advice for my thesis. 

4. All the lecturers and staffs of Faculty of Language and Arts Soegijapranata 

Catholic University, especially who has helped and supported my study in Faculty 

of Language and Arts 

5. All informants of my thesis who have given very big support 

Last but not least, I would like to thank all people who might not be mentioned 

individually here. Thanks for the prayer, encouragement, and all supports during 

the study.  

This thesis is especially dedicated to all of the special persons above and the 

readers. God Bless You.        



v 
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 

PAGE OF TITLE .................................................................................................................. i 

PAGE OF APPROVAL ........................................................................................................ ii 

BOARD OF EXAMINERS .................................................................................................. iii 

ACKNOWLEDGMENT ....................................................................................................... iv 

TABLE OF CONTENTS ...................................................................................................... v 

ABSTRACT .......................................................................................................................... vii 

ABSTRAK ............................................................................................................................ viii 

 CHAPTER 1.  INTRODUCTION ........................................................................................ 1 

1.1 Background of the study .................................................................................................. 1 

1.2 Field of the study ............................................................................................................. 3 

1.3 Scope of the study ........................................................................................................... 3 

1.4 Problem formulation ....................................................................................................... 3 

1.5 Objectives of the study .................................................................................................... 4 

1.6 Significance of the study ................................................................................................. 4 

1.7 Definition of terms .................................................................................................................... 4 

 CHAPTER 2.  REVIEW OF LITERATURE ....................................................................... 6 

2.1 Teaching .......................................................................................................................... 8 

2.2 English as a Foreign Language ....................................................................................... 9 

2.3 Teachers‟ Challenges ............................................................................................................... 10 



vi 
 

 CHAPTER 3.  RESEARCH METHOD ............................................................................... 12 

3.1 Method of Data Collection ...................................................................................................... 12 

3.1.1 Instrument ............................................................................................................. 12 

3.1.2 Participants ............................................................................................................ 13 

3.1.3 Procedure .............................................................................................................. 13 

3.2 Method of Data Analysis ......................................................................................................... 13 

 CHAPTER 4.  DATA ANALYSIS .................................................................................................... 15 

4.1 Students‟ contribution in class ......................................................................................... 15 

4.2 Irregular attendance of students ...................................................................................... 18 

4.3 Large group in class ........................................................................................................ 18 

4.4 Giving feedback .............................................................................................................. 19 

4.5 School Curriculum .......................................................................................................... 21 

4.5 Other Challenges ............................................................................................................. 24 

 

CHAPTER 5.  CONCLUSION & SUGGESTION  ................................................................... 26 

5.1 Conclusion  ...................................................................................................................... 26 

5.2 Suggestion ....................................................................................................................... 27 

 

BIBLIOGRAPHY.......................................................................................................... .................... 28 

APPENDICES.......................................................................................................... .......................... 30 



vii 
 

ABSTRACT 

 

 In educational world, English has been a compulsory lesson in elementary 

school, junior high school, and senior high school. English teachers have 

important parts to determine students‟ achievement. Considering English 

as a foreign language in Indonesia, it becomes a challenge for the teachers. 

Furthermore, English is not used for students‟ daily conversation. 

Nevertheless, what kind of challenges that are faced by Indonesian 

teachers in teaching English? This thesis analyze teachers‟ problems in 

teaching English that become challenges for them. For collecting the data, 

the writer interviewed some English teachers (two male teachers and three 

female teachers) from some senior high schools in Pekalongan. The data 

that are depicted in the analysis were collected by the informants and 

supported by other existed sources. The results were interpreted to answer 

the research question. The writer found out that there are some challenges 

which are faced by informants such as curriculum challenge, large class 

challenge, students‟ contribution challenge and etc.  
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ABSTRAK 

 

Dalam dunia pendidikan Indonesia, bahasa Inggris telah menjadi mata pelajaran 

wajib di SD, SMP, dan SMA. Para guru bahasa Inggris mempunyai peranan 

penting dalam menentukan hasil belajar yang dicapai siswa. Ini  merupakan 

sebuah tantangan bagi mereka, mengingat bahasa Inggris di Indonesia merupakan 

bahasa asing. Selain itu, bahasa Inggris juga bukan merupakan alat komunikasi 

yang digunakan sehari- hari oleh para siswa. Namun sebenarnya tantangan apa 

saja yang dihadapi oleh guru bahasa Inggris di Indonesia? Skripsi ini menganalisa 

masalah- masalah yang di alami oleh para guru bahasa Inggris yang juga dianggap 

sebagai tantangan oleh mereka dalam mengajar.Untuk mendapatkan data, penulis 

mewawancarai beberapa guru bahasa Inggris  (dua laki-laki dan tiga perempuan) 

dari beberapa SMA di Pekalongan. Data yang ditampilkan dalam analisa adalah 

data yang didapatkan dari informan dan yang didukung oleh sumber-sumber lain 

yang telah ada, yang kemudian diinterpretasikan untuk menjawab tujuan 

penelitian. Penulis menemukan ada beberapa tantangan yang dihadapi oleh para 

informan seperti tantangan dalam kurikulum,tantangan dalam menghadapi kelas 

besar, tantangan pada kontribusi siswa saat dalam kelas, dan sebagainya. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




